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THE 
ADVENTURES 


OF 


Peregrine Pickle. 


CHAP. I. 


An account of Mr.Gamaliel Pickle. The difpe- 


ition of bis fifter defcribed. He yields to her 
fallicitations, and retires to the country. 


one: fide by the fea, and at the diftance of 
one hundred miles from the metropolis, lived 
Gamaliel Pickle Efq; the father of that hero 
whofe adventures we propofe to record. He was 
the fon of a merchant in London, who (like 
Rome) from {mall beginnings, had raifed himfelf 
to the higheft honours of the city, and acquired 
a plentiful fortune, tho’, to his infinite regrets 
he died before it amounted to a Plum, conjuring 
his fon, as he refpedted the laft injunction of a 
VoL. I. : B parent, 


|: a certain county of England, bounded on 


ee 
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parent, to imitate his induftry and adhere to his 
maxims, until he fhould have made up the defi- 
ciency, which was a fum confiderably lefs than 
fifteen thoufand pounds, 

This pathetic remonftrance had the defired ef- 
feét upon his reprefentative, who fpared no pains 
to fulfil the requeft of the deceafed; but exerted 
all the capacity with which nature had endowed, 
him, in a feries of efforts, which, however, did 
not fucceed ; for, by that time he had been fifteen 
years in trade, he found himfelf five thoufand 
pounds worfe than he was when he firft took pof- 
feffion of his father’s effe€ls: a circumftance that 
affected him fo nearly, as to detach his inclina- 
tions from bufinefs, and induce him to retire from 
the world, to fome place where he might at lei- 
fure deplore his misfortunes, and, by frugality, 
fecure himfelf from want, and the apprehenfions 
of a jail, with which his imagination was incef- 
fantly haunted. He was often heard to exprefs 
his fears of coming upon the parifh; and to blefs 


_ God, that, on account of his having been fo long | 


a houfekeeper, he was intitled to that provifion. 
In fhort, his talents were not naturally active, 


and there was a fort of inconfiftency in his cha- - 


racter ; for, with all the defire of amaffing which 
any citizen could poffibly entertain, he was en- 
cumbered by a certain indolence and fluggifhnefs 
that prevailed ever every interefted confxleration, 
and even hindered him from profiting by that 
finglenefs of apprehenfion, and moderation of ape 
petites, which have fo frequently conduced to the 
acquifition of immenfe fortunes, and which he 
pofiefied in a very remarkable degree. Nature, 
in all probability, had mixed little or nothing in- 
flammable in his compofition ; or, whatever feeds 


of 
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of excefs fhe might have fown within him, were 
effectually ftifled and deftroyed by the aufterity of 
his education. 

The fallies of his youth, far from being inor- 
dinate or criminal, never exceeded the bounds of 
that decent jollity which an extraordinary pot, 
on extraordinary occafions, may be fuppofed to 
have produced in a club of fedate book-keepers, 
whofe imaginations were neither very warm nor 
luxuriant. Little fubje& to refined fenfations, he 
was fcarce ever difturbed with violent emotions 
of any kind. ‘The paffion of love never inter- 


rupted his tranquillity ; and if, as Mr. Creech fays 
after Horace, 


_ Not to admire is all the art, I know, 
_ To make men happy, and to keep them fo. 


Mr. Pickle was undoubtedly poffeffed of that inva- 
luable fecret; at leaft, he was never known to 
betray the fainteft fymptom of tranfport, except 
one evening at the club, where he obferved, with 
feme demontftrations of vivacity, that he had dined 
upon a delicate loin of. veal. . 
Notwithftanding this appearance of phlegm, 
he.could not help feeling his difappointments in 
trade ; and upon the failure of a certain under- 
writer, by which he loft five hundred pounds, de- 
clared his defign of relinquifhing bufinefs, and re- 
tiring to the country. In this refolution he was 
comforted and encouraged by his only fifter Mrs. 
Grizzle, who had managed his family, fince the 
death of his father, and was now in the thirtieth 
year of her maidenhood, with a fortune of five 
thoufand pounds, and a large ftock of oeconomy 
and devotion. eae 
Thefe qualifications, one would think, might 
have been the means secs the term oa 
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her celibacy, as fhe never expreffed any averfion. 
for wedlock; but, it feems, fie was too delicate 
in her choice, to find a mate to her inclination in 
the city; for I cannot fuppofe that fhe remained 
fo long unfollicited ; tho’ the charms of her perfon 
were not altogether enchanting, rior her manner 
over and above agreeable. Exclufive of a very wan 
(not to call it a fallow) complexion, which per- 
haps was the effect of her virginity and mortifiea- 
tion, fhe had a caft in her eyes that was not at all 
engaging, and fuch an extent of mouth, as no art 
or affectation could contract into any proportion- 
able dimenfion: then her piety was rather peevifh 
than refigned, and did not in the leaft diminith a 
certain ftatelinefs in her demeanour and converfa- 
tion, that delighted in communicating the impor- 
tance and honotr-of her family, which, by ‘the bye, 
was not to Ke traced two generations back, by 
all the power of heraldry or tradition. 

She feemed to have renounccd all the ideas fhe 
had acquired before her father ferved the office of 
fheriff; and the zra which regulated the dates of 
all her obfervations, was the mayoralty of her 

a. Nay, fo follicitous was this good lady for 
the fupport and propagation of .the family-name, 
that, fuppreffing every felfifh motive, fhe a@ually 
prevailed upon her brother to combat his owa 
difpofition, and even furmount it fo far, as to-de- 
clare a paffion for the perfon whom he afterwards 
wedded, as we fhall fee in the fequel. Indeed, 
‘fhe was the fpur that inftigated him in-all his ex- 
traordinary undertakings; and I queftion whe- 
ther or not he would have been able to difengage 
himfelf from that courfe of life in which he had 
fo long mechanically moved, unlefs he had been 
roufed and actuated by her inceflant exhortations. 


London, fhe obferved, ‘was’ a “receptacle of ini- 
quitve 
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quity, where an honeft unfufpecting man was 
every day in danger of falling a facrifice to craft ; 
where innocence was expofed to continual tempta- 
tions, and virtue eternally perfecuted by malice 
and flander ; where every thing was ruled by ca- 
price and corruption, and merit utterly difcou- 
raged and defpifed. This laft imputation fhe pro- 
nounced with fuch emphafis and chagrin, as plainly 
denoted how far fhe confidered herfelf an example 
of what fhe advanced; and really, the charge 
‘was juftified by the conftructions that were puc 
upon her retreat by her female friends, who, tar 
from imputing it to the laudable motives that in- 
duced her, infinuated, in farcaftic commenda- 
tions, that fhe had good reafon to be diffatisfied 
with a place where fhe had been fo long over- 
Jooked ; and that it was certainly her wifeft courfe 
‘to make her laft effort in the country, where, in 
all probability, her talents would be lefs eclipfed, 
and her fortune more attractive. 

Be this as it will, her admonitions, tho’ they 
were powerful enough to convince, would have 
been infufficient to overcome the languor and wuts 
inertie of her brother, had fhe not reinforced her 
arguments, by calling. in queftion the credit of 
two or three merchants, with whom he was em- 
barked in trade. 

Alarmed at thefe hints of intelligence, he ex- 
erted himfelf effeCtually ; and having withdrawn 
his money, which he had Jaid out in Bank ftock 
and India bonds, removed to a houfe in the coun- 
‘try, that his father had built near the fea-fide, for 
the convenience of carrying on a certain branch 
of traffick in which he had been deeply concerned. 

Here then Mr. Pickle fixed his habitation for 
life, in the fix-and-thirtieth year of his age; and 
B 3 tho 
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tho’ the pangs he felt at parting with his intimate 
companions, and quitting all his former con- 
nexions, were not quite fo keen as to produce any 
dangerous diforder in his conftitution, he did not 
fail to be extremely difconcerted at his firft en- 
trance into a fcene of life to which he was totally 
a ftranger. Not but that he met with abundance 
of people in the country, who, in confideration 
of his fortune, courted his acquaintance, and 
breathed nothing but friendfhip and hofpitality : 
yet even the trouble of receiving and returning 
thefe civilities, was an intolerable fatigue to a man 
of his habits and difpofition. He therefore left 
the care of the ceremonial to his fifter, who in- 
dulged herfelf in all the pride of formality, while 
he himfelf, having made a difcovery of a public 
houfe in the neighbourhood, went thither every 
even'ng, and enjoyed his pipe and cann ; being 
very well fatished with the behaviour of the land- 
Jord, whofe communicative temper was a great 
comfort to his own taciturnity ; for he fhunned all 
fuperfluity of fpeech, as much as he avoided any 
other unneceflary expence. 


CHAP. II. 


He is made acquainted with the charaters of Com- 
-- modore Trunnion and bis adherents ; meets with 
them by accident, and éontrad?s an intimacy with 
that commander. 5 


HIS loquacious publican foon gave him 
fketches of all the charafers in the county ; 

and, amore others, defcribed that of his next 
neighbour Commodore Trunnion, which was al- 
together fingular and odd. ‘* The commadore 
and 


@ 
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and your worfhip (faid he) will in a fhort time 
be hand and glove; he has a power of money, 
and fpends like a prince—that is, in hisown way— 
for to be fure he is a little humourfome, as the 
faying is, and fwears woundily; tho’ I'll be 
fworn he means no more harm than a fucking 
babe. Lord help us! it will do your honour’s 
heart good to hear him tell a ftory, as how he lay 
along-fide of the French, yard-arm and yard- 
arm, board and board, and of heaving grapplings, 
_and flink-pots, and grapes, and round and double- 
headed partridges, crows and carters—Laud have 
‘mercy upon us! he has been a great warrior ia 
his time, and loft an eye and a heel in the fer- 
vice—Then, he does not live like any other 
Chriftian land-man; but keeps garrifon in his 
houfe, as if he were in the midft of his enemies, 
and makes his fervants turn out in the night, 
watch and. watch (as he calls it) all the year 
round. His habitation is defended by a ditch, 
over which he has laid a draw-bridge, and planted 
his court-yard with patereroes continually load- 
ed with fhot, under the direction of one Mr, 
-Hatchway, who had one of his legs fhot away, 
while he acted as lieutenant on board of the com- 
modore’s fhip; and now, being on half-pay, lives 
with him as his companion. The lieutenant is 
a very brave man, a great joker, and, as the fay- 
ing is, hath got the length of his commander’s 
foot—T ho’ he has another favourite in the houfe 
called Tom Pipes, that was his boatfwain’s mate, 
and now keeps the fervants in order. Tom is a 
man of few words, but an excellent hand at a 
fong concerning the boatfwain’s whiftle, hufsle- 
cap and chuck-farthing—there is not fuch another 
pipe in the county—So that the commodore lives 

B4 very 
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very happy in his own manner ; thof he be fome- 
times thrown into perilous paffions and‘ quane 
daries, by the application of his poor kinfmen, 


‘whom he can’t abide, becaufe as how fotme: of 


them were the firft occafion of his going to fea. 
Then he fweats with agony at the fight of an at- 
torney ; juft for all the world, as fome people 
have an antipathy at a cat; for it feems he was 
once at law, for ftriking one of his officers, and 
caft in a fwinging fum. He is, moreover, ex- 
ceedingly afflifted with goblins that difturb his 
reft, and keep fuch a racket in his houfe, that 
you would think (God blefs us !) all the devils in 
hell had broke loofe upon him. It was no Jonger 
ago than laft year about this time, that he was 
tormented the live-long night by two mifchievous 
fpirits that got into his chamber, and played a 
thoufand pranks about his hammock, (for there 
is not one bed within his walls.) Well, Sit, he 


. rung his bell, called up all his fervants, got lights, 


and made a thorough fearch; but the devil a 
goblin was to be found. He had no fooner turhed 


in again, and the reft of the family gone to fleep, 


than the foul fiends began their game anew. “The 
commodore got up in the dark, drew his cutlafs, 
and attacked them both fo manfully, that, in five 
minutes, every thing in the apartment went to 
pieces. The lieutenant hearing the noife, came’ 
to his affiftance ; and Tom Pipes being told what 
was the. matter, lighted his match, and going 
‘down to the yard, fired all the patereroes, as fig- 
nals of diftrefs. Well, to be fure, the whole 
parifh was in a pucker: fome thought the French 


had landed ; others imagined the commodore’s . 


houfe was befet by thieves: for my own part, I 
called up two dragoons that are quartered upon 
“ a me; 
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me; and they {wore with deadly oaths, it was a 
gang of {mugglers engaged with a party of their 
regiment that lies in the next village; and mount- 
ing their horfes like lufty fellows, rode up into 
the country as faft as their beafts could carry 
them. Ah, Mafter! thefe are hard times, when 
an induftrious body cannot earn his bread, without 
fear of the gallows, Your worfhip’s father (God 
reft his foul!) was a good gentleman, and as 
well refpe&ted in this parifh, as e’er a he that 
walks upon neat’s leather, And if your honour 
fhould want a fmall pareel of fine tea, or a few 
anchors of right Nantz, I’ll be bound you fhall 
be furnifhed to your heart’s content. But, as [ 
was faying, the hubbub continued till morning, 
when the parfon being fent for, conjured the {pi- 
rits into the Red Sea; and the houfe has been 
pretty quiet ever fince. True it is, Mr. Hatch- 
way makes a mock of the whole affair; and told 
his commander in this very bleffed fpot, that the 
two goblins were no other than a couple of jack- 
daws which had fallen down the chimney, and 
made a flapping with their wings up and down 
the apartment. But the commodore, who is 
very choleric, and does not like to be jeered, fell 
Ynto a main high paffion, and-ftormed like a per- 
fect hurricane, fwearing that he knew a devil 
from a jack-daw as well as e’er a man in the 
three kingdoms. He owned, indeed, that the 
birds were found, but denied that they were the 
occafion of the uproar. For my own part, 
Mafter, I believe much may be faid on both fides 
of the queftion; thof to be fure, the devil is al- 
ways going about, as the faying is.”’ 

This circumftantial account, extraordinary as 


it was, never altered one feature in the counte- 
B's nance 
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nance of Mr. Pickle, who having heard it to an 
end, took the pipe from his mouth, faying, with a 
look of infinite fagacity and deliberation, ** I do 
fuppofe he is of the Cornifh Trunnions. What 
fort of a woman is his fpoufe?” ** Spoufe! 
cried the other ; odd’s heart! I don’t think he 
would marry the queen of Sheba. Lack a day ! 
Sir, he won’t fuffer his own maids to lie in the 
Zarrifon, but turns them into an out-houfe, every 
night, before the watch is fet. Blefs your ho- 
nour’s foul! he is, as it were, a very oddifh kind 
of a gentleman. Your worfhip would have feen 
him before now; for, when he is well, he and 
my good mafter Hatchway come hither every 
evening, and drink a couple of canns of rumbe 
apiece; but he has been confined to his houfe 
this fortnight, by a plaguy fit of the gout, which, 
I'll aflure your worfhip, isa good penny out of 
my pocket.” 

At that inftant, Mr. Pickle’s ears were faluted 
with fuch a ftrange noife, as even difcompofed 
the mufcles of his face, which gave immediate 
indications of alarm. This compofition of notes 
at firft refembled the crying of quails, and croak- 
ing of bull-frogs; but, as it approached nearer, 
he could diftinguifh articulate founds pronounced 
with great violence, in fuch a cadence as one 
would expec from a human creature {colding 
thro’ the organs of an afs. Je was neither fpeak- 
ing nor braying, but a furprifing mixture of both, 
employed in the utterance of terms abfolutely un- 
intelligible to our wondering merchant, who had 
juft opened his mouth to exprefs his curiofity, 
when the landlord, ftarting up at the well known 
found, cried, ‘« Odd’s niggers! there is the com- 
modore with his company, as jure as I live!” 

; and 
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and with his apron began to wipe the duft off an 
elbow-chair placed at one fide of the fire, and 
kept facred for the eafe and convenience of this 
infirm commander. While he was thus occu- 
pied, a voice ftill more uncouth than the former, 
bawled aloud, ‘* Ho! the houfe, a hoy!” Up- 
on which the publican, clapping an hand to each 
fide of his head, with his thumbs fixed on his 
ears, rebellowed in the fame tone, which he had 
learned to imitate, ** Hilloah.’? The voice 
again exclaimed, ** Have you got any attorneys 
aboard? ’? and when the landlord replied, 
‘¢ No, no;”’ this man of ftrange expectation 
came in, fupported by his two dependants, and 
difplayed a figure every way anfwerable to the 
oddity of his character. He was in ftature at 
leaft fix feet high, tho’ he had contracted an ha- 
bit of ftooping, by living fo long on board; his 
complexion was tawny, and his afpect rendered 
hideous by a large fear acrofs his nofe, and a 
patch that covered the place of one eye. Being 
feated in his chair, with great formality the land- 
lord complimented him upon his being able to 
come abroad again; and having, in a -whifpers 
communicated the name of his fellow-gueft, 
whom the commodore already knew by report, 
went to prepare, with all imaginable difpatch, the 
firft allowance of his favourite liquor, in three 
feparate canns, (for each was accommodated with 
his own portion apart) while the lieutenant fat 
down on the blind-fide of his commander; and 
Tom Pipes, knowing his diftance, with great 
_modefty took his ftation in the rear. After a 
paule of fome minutes, the converfation was be- 
gun by this ferocious chief, who fixing his eye 


upon the licutenant with a fternnefs of counte- 
. B 6 nange 
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nance not to be defcribed, addrefled him in thefe 
words: ** D—n my eyes! Hatchway, I always 
took you to be a better feaman than to overlet 
our chaife in fuch fair weather. Blood! didn’t 
I tell you we were running bump afhore, and bid 
you fet in the lee-brace, and haul upon a wind?”’ 
«s ‘Yes, replied the other with an arch fneer, I 
do confefs as how you did give fuch orders, after 
-you had run us foul of a poft, fo as that the car- 
riage lay along, and could not right herfelf.””  ‘* I 
run you foul of a poft! cried the commander ; 
d—n my heart! you’re a pretty dog, an’t you, 
to tell me fo above board to my face? Did 1 
take charge of the chaife? Did I ftand at the 
helm?” No, anfwered Hatchway; that I muft 
confefs you did not fteer; but howfomever, you 
cunned all the way, and fo, as you could not fee 
how the land lay, being blind of your Jarboard 
eye, we were faft afhore, before you knew any 
thing of the matter. Pipes, who ftood abaft, 
can teftify the truth of whatI fay.” «* D—n 
my limbs! refumed the commodore, I don’t va- 
lue what you or Pipes fays, a rope yarn. You're 
a couple of mutinous Pll fay no more; but, 
you fhan’t run your rig upon me. Damn 
‘ye, I am the man that learnt you, Jack 
Hatchway, to fplice a rope, and raifé a perpendi- 

cular.” | 
The lieutenant, who was perfe€tly well ac- 
quainted with the trim of his captain, did not 
chufe to carry on thealtercation any farther; but, 
taking up his cann, drank to the health of the 
{tranger, who very courteoufly returned the com- 
pliment, without, however, prefuming to join 
in the converfation, which fuffered a confiderable 
paufe. During this. interruption, Mr, Hatch- 
way's 
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“wvay’s wit difplay’d itfelf in feveral practical jokes 


upon the commodore, with whom, he knew, ie 
was dangerous to tamper in any other way, Being 
‘without the fphere of his vifion, he fecurely pil- 
fered his tobacco, drank his rambo, made wry faces, 
and (to ufe the vulgar phrafe) cocked his eye at 
him, to the no fmall entertainment of the fpecta- 
tors, Mr. Pickle himfelf not excepted, who gave 
evident’ tokens of uncommon. fatisfaction at the 
dexterity of this marine pantomime. 

_ Mean while, the captain’s choler gradually fub- 
fided, and he was pleafed to defire Hatchway, by 
the familiar and friendly diminutive of Jack, to 
read a news-paper that lay on the table before 
him. This tafk was accordingly undertaken by 
the lame lieutenant, who, among other para- 
graphs, read that which follows, with an eleva- 
tion of voice that feemed to prognofticate fome- 
thing extraordinary. ‘* We are informed that 
admiral Bower will very foon be created a Britifh 
peer, for his eminent fervices during the war, 
particularly in his late engagement with the French 
fleet.” Trunnion was thunder-ftruck at this 
piece of intelligence. The mug dropt from his 
hand, and fhivered into a thoufand pieces ; his 
eye gliftened like that of a rattle-fnake, and fome 
minutes elapfed before he could pronounce, 
«© Avaft! overhaul that article again.”? It was 
no fooner read the fecond time, than fmiting 
the table with his fift, he ftarted up, and with 
the moft violent emphafis of rage and indignation, 
exclaimed, ‘* D—n my heart and liver! ’tis a 
land lie, d’ye fee ; and I will maintain it to be a 
lie, from the fprit-fail-yard to the mizzen top-fail 
haulyards! blood and thunder! Will. Bower a 
peer of this realm! a fellow of yefterday, | tat 
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fcarce knows a maft froma manger; a fnotty- 
nofe boy, whom I myfelf have ordered to the 
un, for ftealing eggs out of the hen-coops! and 
T Hawfer Trunnion, who commanded a fhip be- 
fore he could keep a reckoning, am laid afide, 
d’ye fee, and forgotten! If fo be, as this’be the 
cafe, there is a rotten plank in our conftitution, 
which ought to be hove down and repaired, dama 
my eyes! For my own part, d’ye fee, I was 
_ none of your Guinea-pigs ; I did not rife in the 
' fervice by ae intereft, or a hand- 
fome bitch of a wife. I was not hoifted over 
the bellies of better men, nor ftrutted athwart 
the quarter-deck in a laced doublet and thingum- 
bobs at the wrifts. Damn my limbs! I have been 
a hard-working man, and ferved all offices on 
board from cook’s fhifter to the command of a 
veflel, Here, you Tunley, there’s the hand of 
afeaman, you dog.” So faying, he laid hold on 
the landlord’s fift, and honoured him with fuch a 
f{queeze, as compelled him to roar with great vo- 
ciferation, to the infinite fatisfaction of the coni- 
modore, whofe features were a little unbended, 
by this acknowledgment of his vigour; and he 
thus proceeded in a lefs outrageous ftrain: ‘* They 
make a damned neife about this engagement with 
the French: but, agad! it was no more than 
a bum-boat battle, in comparifon with fome that 
I have feen. There was old Rook and Jennings, 
and another whom I’!l be damned before I name, 
that knew what fighting was. As for my own 
fhare, d’ye fee, Iam none of thofe that hollow 
in their own commendation: but if fo be that‘ 
I were minded to ftand my own trumpeter, fome 
of thofe little fellows that hold their heads fo 
bigh, would be taken all aback, as the faying is ; 
they 


—_— 
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they would be afhamed to fhew their colours, 
d—n my eyes! Ionce lay eight glaffes along-fide 
of the Floor de Loufe, a French man of war, 
tho’ her metal was heavier, and her complement 
larger by an hundred hands than mine. You, 
Jack Hatchway, damn ye, what d’ye grin at? 
D’ye think I tell a ftory, becaufe you never 
heard it before ?”’ | : 

<s Why, look ye, Sir, anfwered the lieute- 
nant, I’m glad to find you can ftand your own 
trumpeter, on occafion; thof I wifh you would 
change the tune; for that is the fame you have 
been piping every watch, for thefe ten months 
paft. Tunley himfelf will tell you, he has heard 
it five hundred times.”’ ‘* God forgive you, Mr, 
Hatchway, faid the landlord, interrupting him ; 
as 1’m an honeft man, and a houfekeeper, I ne- 
ver heard afyllab of the matter.”’ 

This declaration, tho’ not ftriftly true, was 
extremely agreeable to Mr. Trunnion, who, with 
an air of triumph, obferved, ‘* Aha! Jack, I 
thought I fhould bring you up, with your gibes 
and your joked. But fuppofe you had heard it 
Before, is that any reafon why it fhouldn’t be 
told to another perfon? There’s the ftranger, 
belike he has heard it five hundred times too 3 
han’t ye, brother?”’ addreffing himfelf to Mr. 
Pickle; who, replying with a look expreffing 
cunicfity, ** No, never;’’ he thus went on: 
‘© Well, you feem to be an honeft, quiet fort of 
a man; and therefore, you muft know, as I 
faid before, I fell in with a French man of war, 
Cape Finifterre bearing about fix leagues on the 
weather-bow, and the chace three leagues ta 
leeward, going before the wind: whereupon fF fet 


{tudding-fails, and coming up with her, 
oe i : ace hoifted 
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hoifted my jack and enfign, and poured in a 
whole broadfide, before you could count three 
rattlins in the mizzen fhrouds ; ‘for I always keep 
a good look-out, and love to have-the firft fire.” 
$* That I'll be fworn, faid Hatchway ; for the 
day we made the Triumph, you ordered the men 
to fire, when fhe was hull-to, by the fame to- 
ken we below pointed the guns at a flight of gulls 5 
~and I won a eann of punch from the gunner,’ by 
killing the -firft bird.”’ Exafperated at this far- 
cafm, he replied with great vehemence, ** You 
lie, lubber! d—n your bones! what bufinefs 
have you to come always athwart my hawfe in 
this manner? You, Pipes, was upon deck, and 
can bear witnefs, whether or not I fired too foon. 
Speak, you blood of as—~and that upon the 
‘word of a feaman: -how did the chace bear of 
us, when I gave orders to fire?” a 
Pipes, who hitherto had fat filent, being thus 
called upon to give his evidence, after diverfe 
ftrange gefticulations, opened his mouth like a 
gafping cod, and with a cadence like that of the 
eaft wind finging through acranny, pronounced, 
‘© Half a quarter of a league right upon our lee- 
beam.” ‘* Nearer, you porpufs-fac’d fwab ! 
(cried the.coramodore) nearer by twelve fa- 
thom: but, howfomever, that’s enough to 
prove the falfehood of Hatchway’s jaw—and fo, 
brother, d’ye fee, (turning to Mr. Pickle) I lay 
along-fide of the Floor de Loufe, yard-arm and 
yard-arm, plying our great guns and {mall arms, 
and heaving in ftink-pots, powder-bottles, and 
hand-grenades, till our fhot was all expended, 
double-headed, partridge and grape: then we 
loaded with iron crows, marlin fpikes,, and old 
nails, but fifiding the Frenchman took a great 
deal 


eee ee 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 1 


‘deal of drubbing, and that he had fhot away all 
our rigging, and killed and wounded a great num- 
ber of our mien, d’ye fee, I refolved to run him . 
on board upon his quarter, and fo ordered our 
grapplings to be got ready ; but Monfieur per- 
ceiving what we were about, filled his topfails 
anid fheered off, leaving us like a log upon the 


‘wate, and our feuppers running with blood.” 


Mr. Pickle and the landlord paid fuch extra- 
ordinary attention to the rehearfal of this exploit, 


-that Trunnion was encouraged to entertain them | 


with more ftories of the fame nature, after which 
he obferved by way of encomium on the govern- 
ment, that all he had gained in the fervice was a 
Jame foot and the lofs of an eye. The lieutenant, 
who could not find in his heart to lofe any oppor- 


‘tunity of being witty at the expence of his com- 
‘mander, gave a loofe to his fatirical talent once 


more, faying, ‘* I have heard as how you came 


by your lame foot, by having your upper-decks 
-overftowed with liquor, whereby. you became 
‘crank, and rolled, d’ye fee, in fuch a manner, 


that by a pitch of the fhip, your ftarboard heel 


‘was jammed in one of the fcuppers; and as for 


the matter of your eye, that was knocked out by 
your own crew when the Lightning was paid off: 
there’s poor Pipes, who was beaten into all the 
colours of the rainbow for taking your part, and 
giving you time to fheer off; and I don’t find as 
how you have rewarded him according as he de- 
ferves.”” As the commodore could not deny the 


‘truth of thefe anecdotes, however unfeafonably_ 


they were introduced, he affeCted to receive them - 


‘with good humour, as jokes of the lieutenant’s 
‘own inventing; and teply’d, ‘ Ay, ay, Jack, 


every -body knows your tongue is no eared 
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but, howfomever, I’ll work you to an oil for 
this, you dog.”’ So faying, he lifted up one of his 
crutches, intending to lay it gently a-crofs Mr. 
Hatchway’s pate; but, Jack, with great agility, 
tilted up his wooden leg, with which he warded 
off the blow, to the no fmall admiration of Mr. 
Pickle, and utter aftonifhment of the landlord, 
who, by the bye, had exprefled the fame amaze- 
ment, at the fame feat, at the fame hour, every 
night, for three months before. ‘Trunnion then 
direQing his eye to the boatfwain’s mate, ** You, 
Pipes, (faid he) do you go about and tell people 
that I did not reward you for ftanding by me, 
when I was hufsled by thofe rebellious rapfcallions ; 
damn you, ha’n’t you been rated on the books 
ever fince?” Tom, who indeed had no words 
to fpare, fat fmoaking his pipe with great indiffe- 
_ rence, and never dreamed of paying any regard 
to thefe interrogations, which being repeated 
and reinforced with many oaths, that (however) 
produced no effect, the commodore pulled out 
his purfe, faying, *‘ Here, you bitch’s baby, here’s 
fomething better than a {mart ticket ; and threw 
it at his fllent deliverer, who received and pock- 
eted his bounty, without the leaft demonftration 
of furprize or fatisfa@tion; while the donor turn- 
ing to Mr. Pickle, ‘‘ You fee brother, (faid he) 
I make good the old faying, we failors get money 
like horfes; and {pend it like affes ; come, Pipes, 
let’s have the boatfwain’s whiftle, and be jovial.” 
This mufician accordingly, applied to his mouth 
the filver inftrument that hung at a button-hole 
of his jacket, by a chain of the fame metal, and 
though not quite fo ravifhing as the pipe of 
Hermes, produced a found fo loud and fhrill, that 
the ftranger (as it were inftinCtively) bopeS 

is 
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his ears, to preferve his organs of hearing from 
fuch a dangerous invafion. The prelude being 
thus executed, Pipes fixed his eyes upon the egg 
of an oftrich that depended from the cieling, 
and without once moving them from that object, 
performed the whole cantata in a tone of voice 
that feemed to be the joint iflue of an Irith bag- 
pipe, and a fow-gelder’s horn; the commodore, 
the lieutenant and landlord joined in the chorus, 
repeating this elegant ftanza, 


Buftle, buftle, brave boys! 

Let us fing, let us toil, 

And drink all the while, 

Since labour’s the price of our joys. 


The third line was no fooner pronounced, than 
the cann was lifted to every man’s mouth with 
admirable uniformity ; and the next word taken 
up at the end of their draught, with a twang 
-equally expreflive and harmonious, In fhort, 
'-the company began to underftand one another ; 
Mr. Pickle feemed to relifh the entertainment, 
and a correfpondence immediately commenced 
between him and Trunnion, who fhook hins by 
the hand, drank to further acquaintance, and 
even invited him to a mefs of pork and peafe in 
the garrifon. The compliment was returned, 
good fellowfhip prevailed, and the night was 
pretty far advanced, when the merchant’s man 
arrived with a Janthorn to light his mafter home ; 
upon which, the new friends parted, after a mu- 
ms promife of meeting next evening in the fame 
place. , 


CH AP. 
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CHAP. IH. 


Mrs, Grizzle exerts herfelf in finding a proper 
match for ber brother ; wha is accordingly intro- 
duced to the young lady whem he marries in due 


. feafon. 


Have been the more circumftantial in opening 

the character of Trunnion, becaufe he bears 
a confiderable fhare in the courfe of thefe me- 
moirs ; but, now it is high time to refume the 
confideration of Mrs. Grizzle, who, fince her 
arrival in the country, had been engroffed by a 
double care, namely, that of finding a fuitable 
match for her brother, and a comfortable yoke- 
fellow for herfelf. _ i | 
. Neither was this aim the refult of any fini- 
Ster or frail fuggeftion, but the pure diGtates of 
that laudable ambition, which prompted her to 
the prefervation of the family name. Nay, fa 
difinterefted was fhe in this purfuit, that, poft- 
poning her neareft concern, or at leaft leaving 
,her own fate to the filent operation of her charms, 
‘fhe Jaboured with fuch indefatigable zeal in behalf 
of her brother, that before. they had been three 
months fettled in the country, the general topick 
of converfation in the neighbourhood, was an in- 
tended match between the rich Mr. Pickle and 
the fair mifs Appleby, daughter of a gentleman 
who lived in the next parifh, and who, though 
he had but little fortune to beftow upon his chil- 
‘dren, had to (ufe his own phrafe) replenifhed 


their veins with fome of the beft blood in the 


county. 


This 
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This young lady, whole charaGer and difpo- 
fition Mrs. Grizzle had inveftigated to her owa 
fatisfaction, was deftined for the fpoufe of Mr. 
Pickle, and an overture accordingly made to her 
father, who being overjoyed at the propofal, gave 
his confent without hefitation, and even recom- 
mended the immediate execution of the project 
with fach eagermefs, as f&cemed to indicate either 
a fufpicion of Mr. Pickle’s conftancy, or a :drfh- 
dence of his own daughter’s complexion, which, 
perhaps, he thought too fanguine, to keep much 
longer cool. The previous point being thus fet- 
tled, cur merchant, at the inftigation of Mrs, 
Grizale, went to vifit his future father-in-law, 
and was introduced to the daughter, with whom 
he had, that fame afternoon, .an opportunity of 
being alone. What paffed in that interview, q 
never could learn, though from the character o 
the fuitor, the reader may juftly conclude that 
fhe was not much teized with the impertinence 
of his addreffes. . He was not, I believe, the lefs 
welcome for that reafon ; certain it is, fhe made 
io objection to his.taciturnity, and when her fa- 
ther communicated his refolution, acquiefced 
with the moft pious refignation. But, Mrs, Griz- 
ale, in order to give the lady a mere favourable 
idea of his intellects than what his converfation 
could poffibly infpire, was refolved to dictate a 
letter, which her. brother fhould tranfcribe and 
tranfmit to his miftrefs, as the produce of his own 
underftanding ; and had actually compofed a very 
tender billet for this purpofe; yet her mtentton 
was intirely fruftrated by the mifapprehenfion of 
the lover himfelf, who, in confequence of his fif- 
ter's repeated admonitions, anticipated her fcheme, 


by writing for himfel/, and difpatching, the eal 
on 
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one afternoon, while Mrs. Grizzle was vifiting 
at the parfon’s. | 


Neither was this ftep the effe& of his vanity or | 


precipitation ; but having been often aflured by 
his fifter, that it was abfolutely neceflary for him 
to make a declaration of his love in writing, he 
took this opportunity of acting in conformity to 
her advice, when his imagination was unengaged 
or undifturbed by any other fuggettion, without 
fufpeCting in the leaft, that fhe intended to fave 
him the trouble of exercifing his own genius. 
Left, therefore, as he imagined, to his own in- 
_ ventions, he fat down and produced the following 

morceau, which was tran{mitted to mifs Appleby, 
before his fifter and counfellor had the leaft inti- 
mation of the affair. 


Mifg Satty APPLEsy, . 
Madam, | 


Nderftanding you have a parcel of heart, 
warranted found, to be difpofed of, fhall 

be willing to treat for faid commodity, on reafon- 
able terms; doubt not, fhall agree for fame; fhall 
wait of you for further information, when and 
where you fhall appoint. This the needful from 


Yours, &c. 
Gam. PIcKLe. 


This laconic epiftle, fimple and unadorned as 
it was, met with as cordial a reception from the 
perfon to whom it was addreffed, as if it had 
been couched in the moft elegant terms that deli-, 
cacy of paffion and cultivated genius could fup- 
ply : nay, I believe, was the more welcome, on 

account 


Seal 
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account of its mercantile plainnefs; becaufe 
when an advantageous match is in view, a fenfi- 
ble woman often confiders the flowery profeffions 
and rapturous exclamations of love, as enfnaring 
ambiguities, or at beft impertinent preliminaries, 
that retard the Toe they are defigned to pre- 
mote: whereas Mr. Pickle removed all difagree- 
able uncertainty, by defcending at once to the moft 
interefting particular, 

She had no fooner, as a dutiful child, commu- 
nicated’ this billet-doux to her father, than he asa 
careful parent vifited Mr. Pickle, and in prefence of 
Mrs. Grizzle, demanded a formal explanation of 
his fentiments with regard to his daughter Sally. 
Mr. Gamaliel, without any ceremony, affured 
him he had a refpect fer the young woman, and 
with his good leave, would take her for better for 
worfe ; and Mr. Appleby, after having expreffed 
his fatisfaCtion that he had fixed his affections in © 
his family, and comforted the lover with the af- 
furance of his being agreeable to the young lady, 
they forthwith proceeded to the articles of the 
marriage-fettlement, which being difcuffed and 
determined, a lawyer was ordered to engrofs 
them ; the wedding cloaths were bought, and in 
fhort, a day was appointed for the celebration of 
their nuptials, to which every body of any fa- 
fhion in the neighbourhood was invited. Among 
thefe commodore Trunnion and Mr. Hatchway 
were not forgotten, being the fole companions 
of the bridegroom, with whom, by this time, 
they had contracted a fort of intimacy at their 

. » nocturnal rendezvous. 

They had received a previous intimation of 
what wes on the anvil, from the landlord, before 
Mr. Pickle thought proper to declare himfelf 5 19 


con- 
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confequence of which, the topick of the onereyed 
commander’s difcourfe at their meeting for feve- 
ral evenings before, had been the folly and plegue 
af matrimony, on which he held fosth with 
great vehemence of abufe, levelled at the fair fex, 
whom he reprefented as devils incarnate fene 
from hell, to torment mankind ; and in particu- 
lar,. inveighed againft old maids, for wham he 
feemed to entertain a fingular averfion ; while 
his friend Jack confirmed the truth of all 
his allegations, and gratified his own malig- 
nant vein at the fame time, by clenching every 
fentence with a fly joke upon the married ftate, 
built upon fome allufion to a fhip or fea-faring 
life. He compared a woman to a great gun loaded 
with fire, brimftone and noife, which’ being yio- 
lently heated, will bounce and fy, and play the 
devil, if you don’t take fpecial care of her breech- 
ings. He faid fhe was like a hurricane that ne- 
ver blows fram one quarter, but veers about to 
all points of the compafs: he likened her to a 
painted galley curipufly rigged, with a leak in her 
hold, which her hufband would never be able to 
_ ftop. He obferved that her inclinations were like 
the Bay of Bifcay ; for why? becaufe you may ~ 
heave your deep fea lead long enough, without 
ever reaching the bottom. ‘That he who comes, 
to an anchor on a wife, may find himfelf moored 
in damned foul ground, and after all, can’t for 
his blood flip his cable; and that for his own part, 
thof he might make fhort trips for paftime, he 
would never embark in woman on the voyage of 
life, becaufe he was afraid of foundering in the 

firft foul weather. : 
In all probability, thefe infinuations made fome 
impreffion on the mind of Mr. Pickle, who.was 
2 not 
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not very much inclined to run great rifks of any 
kind ; but the ‘injunctions and importunities of 
his fifter, who was bent upon the match, over- 
balanced the opinion of his fea friends, who 
- finding him determined to marry, notwithftand- 
ing all the hints of caution they had thrown out, 
refolved to accept his invitation, and honoured 
his nuptials with their prefence accordingly. 


CHAP. IV. 


The behaviour of Mrs. Grizzle at the wedding, 
with an account of the guefts. 

Hope it will not be thought uncharitable, if I 
| advance by way of conjecture, that Mrs. 

rizzle, on this grand occafion, fummoned her 
whole exertion, to play off the artillery of her 
charms, upon the fingle gentlemen who were in- 
vited to the entertainment: fure Iam, fhe dif- 
played to the beft advantage all the engaging qua- 
lities fhe pofleffed: her affability at dinner was 
altogether uncommon, her attention to the guefts 
was fuperfluoufly hofpitable, her tongue was fheath- 
ed with a moft agreeable and infantine lifp, her ad= 
drefs was perfectly obliging ; and though, confci- 
ous of the extraordinary capacity of her mouth, 
fhe would not venture to hazard a laugh, fhe 
modelled her lips into an enchanting fimper, 
which played upon her countenance all day long 5 
nay, fhe even profited by that defect in her vifion 
we have already obferved, and fecurely contem- 
plated thofe features which were moft to her like- 
ing, while the reft of the company believed her 
regards were difpofed in a quite contrary direction. 
With what humility of complaifance did fhe re- 

VoL, 1. Cc ceive 
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ceive the compliments of thofe who could not 
help praifing the elegance of the banquet ! and 
how pioufly did fhe feize that opportunity of com- 
anemorating the honours of her fire, by obferving 
that it was no merit in her to underftand fome- 
thing of entertainments, as fhe had occafion to 
prefide at fo many, during the mayoralty of her 
papa! Far from difcovering the leaft fymptom of 
pride and exultation, when the opulence of her 
family became the fubject of converfation, fhe 
affumed a feverity of countenance ; and after 
having moralized on the vanity of riches, declared 
‘that thofe who looked upon her as a fortune, 
‘were very much miftaken ;_ for her father had left 
her no more than poor five thoufand pounds, 
which, with what little fhe had faved of the inte- 
-‘reft fince his death, was all fhe had to depend 
upon: indeed, if fhe had placed her chief felicity 
in wealth, fhe fhould not have been fo forward 
in deftroying her own expectations, by advifing 
and promoting the event at which they were now 
fo happily affembled ; but fhe hoped fhe fhould 
always have virtue enough to poftpone any inte- 
refted confideration, when it fhould happen to 
clafh with the happinefs of her friends. Fi- 
nally, fuch was her modefty and felf-denial, that 
fhe induftrioufly informed thofe whom it might 


concern, that fhe was no lefs than three years © 


older than the bride; though had fhe added ten 
to the reckoning, fhe would have committed no 
miftake in point of computation. 

To contribute as much as lay in her power to 
the fatisfaction of all prefent, the in the afternoon 
segaled them with a tune on the harpfichord, ae- 
companied with her voice, which, though not the 
moft melodious in the world, I dare fay, would 

_ have 
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trave been equally at their fervice, could fhe have 
vyed with Philomel in fong; and as the laft effort 
of her complaifance when dancing was propofed, 
fhe was prevailed upon, at the requeft of her new 
fifter, to open the ball in perfon. 

- Ina word, Mrs. Grizzle was the principal figure 
in this feftival, and almoft eclipfed the bride, who 
far from feeming to difpute the preheminence, 
very wifely allowed her to make the beft of her 
talents ; contenting herfelf with the lot to which 
fortune had already called her, and which fhe 
imagined would not be the lefs defirable, if her 
fifter-in-law were detached from the family. 

I believe I need fcarce advertife the reader, 
that during this whole entertainment, the com- 
modore and his ! -utenant were quite out of their 
element ; and this indeed, was the cafe with the 
bridegroom himfelf, who being utterly unac- 
quainted with any fort of polite commerce, found 
himfelf under a very difagreeable reftraint during 
the whole fcene, 

Trunnion, who had f{carce ever been on fhore 
till he was paid off, and never once in his whole 
life, in the company of any females above the 
rank of thofe who herd upon the point at Portf- 
mouth, was more embarraffed about his beha- 
viour than if he had been furrounded at fea by 
the whole French navy. He had never pro- 
nounced the word Madam fince he was born, fo 
that far from entering into converfation with the 
ladies, he would not even return the compliment, 
or give the leaft nod of civility when they drank 
to his health ; and I verily believe, would rather 
have fuffered fuffocation, than allowed the fimple 
phrafe, your fervant, to proceed from his mouth. 


He was altogether as inflexible with refpeét to the 
C..2 attitudes 
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attitudes of his body ; for, either through obfti-* 


nacy or bafhfulnefs, he fat upright without mo- 
tion, infomuch that he provoked the mirth of a 
certain wag, who addreffing himfelf to the lieu- 
tenant, afked whether that was the commodore 
himfelf, or the wooden lion that ufed to ftand at 
his gate? An image to which, it muft be owned, 
Mr. Trunnion’s perfon bore no faint refemblance. 


Mr. Hatchway, who was not quite fo unpo- | 


lifhed as the commodore, and had certain notions 
that feemed to approach the ideas of common life, 
made a lefs uncouth appearance; but then he was 
awit, and though of a very peculiar genius, par- 
took largely of. that difpofition which is common 
to all wits, who never enjoy themfelves, except 
when their talents meet with thofe marks of di- 
ftinction and veneration, which (in their own 
opinion) they deferve. | 

Thefe circumftances being premifed, it is 
not to be wondered at, if this triumvirate made 
no objections to the propofal, when fome of 
the grave perfonages of the company made a 
motion for adjourning into another apartment, 
where they might enjoy their pipes and bottles, 
while the young folks indulged themfelves in the 
continuance of their own favourite diverfion. Thus 
refcued, as it were, from a ftate of annihilation, the 
firft ufe the two lads of the caftle made of their ex- 
iftence, was to ply the bridegroom fo hard with 
bumpers, that in lefs than an hour he made divers 
efforts to fing, and foonafter was carried to bed, de< 
prived of all manner of fenfation, to the utter dif- 
appointment of the bridemen and maids, who, by 
this accident, were prevented from throwing the 
ftocking, and performing certain other ceremo- 


_. nleg - 
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nies practifed on fuch occafions. As for the bride, 
fhe bore this misfortune with great good humour, 
and indeed, on all occafions, behaved like a dif- 
creet woman, perfectly well acquainted with the 
nature of her own fituation. 


CHAP. V. 


Mrs. Pickle affumes the reins of government in her 
own family; her fifter-in-law undertakes an 
enterprize of great moment ; but is for fome time 
diverted from her purpofe, by a very interefling 
confideration. 


Hatever deference, not to fay fubmiffion, 

fhe had paid to Mrs. Grizzle before 
fhe was fo nearly allied to her family, fhe no 
fooner became Mrs. Pickle, than fhe thought it 
incumbent upon her to act up to the dignity of 
the character ; and the very day after the mar- 
riage, ventured to difpute with her fifter in-law 
on the fubje€t of her own pedigree, which fhe 
affirmed to be more honourable in all refpects than 
that of her hufband; obferving that feveral 
younger brothers of her houfe had arrived at the 
ftation of lord mayor of London, which was the 
higheft pitch of greatnefs that any of Mr. Pickle’s 
predeceffors had ever attained. : 

This prefumption was like a thunderbolt to 
Mrs. Grizzle, who began to perceive that fhe 
had not fucceeded quite fo well as fhe imagined, 
in feleCting for her brother a gentle and obedient 
yoke-fellow, who would always treat her with 
that profound refpeé&t which fhe thought due to 
her fuperior genius, and be entirely regulated by 


her advice and direction: however, fhe ftill con~ 
C8 tinucd 
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tinued to manage thereins of government in the 
houfe, reprehending the fervants as ufual; an of- 
fice fhe performed with great capacity, and in 
which fhe feemed to take fingular delight, until 
Mrs. Pickle, on pretence of confulting her eafe, 
told her one day fhe would take that trouble ugon 
herfelf, and for the future aflume the manage- 
ment of her own family. Nothing could be more 
mortifying to Mrs. Grizzle than fuch a declara- 


tion, to which, after a confiderable paufe, and 


ftrange diftortion of look, fhe replied, ** I fhall 
never refufe or repine at any trouble that may 
conduce to my brother’s advantage.”” ‘* Dear 
madam,” anfwered the fifter, ‘‘ I am infinitely 
obliged to your kind concern for Mr. Pickle’s 
intereft, which I confider as my own, but I can- 
not bear to fee you a fufferer by your friendfhip ; 
and therefore, infift upon exempting you from 
the fatigue you have borne fo long.” __ 

In vain did the other proteft that fhe took 
“pleafure in the tafk ; Mrs. Pickle afcribed the af- 
furance to her excefs of complaifance, and ex- 
preffed fuch tendernefs of zeal for her dear fifter’s 
health and tranquillity, that the reluctant maiden 
found herfelf obliged to refign her authority, 
without enjoying the leaft pretext for complain- 
ing of her being depofed. 

This difgrace was attended by a fit of peevifh 
devotion that lafted three or four weeks; during 
which period, fhe had the additional chagreen of 
feeing the young lady gain an abfolute afcendency 
over the mind of her brother, who was perfuaded 
to fet up a gay equipage, and improve his houfe- 
keeping, by an augmentation in his expence, to 
the amount of a thoufand a year at leaft: tho’ 
this alteration in the oeconomy of his houfhold, 

| ef- 
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effe€ted no change in his own difpofition, or man- 
ner of life; for, foon as the painful ceremony of 
receiving and returning vifits was performed, he- 
had recourfe again to the companv of his fea- 
friends, with whom he fpent the beft part of his- 
time, But, if he was fatisfied with his condition, 
the cafe was otherwife with Mrs. Grizzle, who- 
finding her importance in the family greatly di- 
minifhed, her attractions neglected by all the 
male-fex in the neighbourhood, and the withering 
hand of time hang threatning over her head, be- 
gan to feel the horror of eternal virginity, and in 
a fort of defperation, refolved at any rate to 
refcue herfelf from that reproachful and uncom- 
fortable fituation. Thus determined, fhe formed 
a plan, the execution of which, to a fpirit lefs 
enterprizing and fufficient than her’s, would have 
appeared altogether impracticable ; this was no 
other than to make a conqueft of the commo- 
dore’s heart, which the reader will eafily believe 
was not very fufceptible of tender impreffions ; 
but, on the contrary, fortified with infenfibility 
and prejudice againft the charms of the whole 
fex, and particularly prepoffeffed to the prejudice 
of that clafs diftinguifhed by the appellation of. 
old maids, in which Mrs. Grizzle was, by this 
time, unhappily ranked. She neverthelefs took. 
the field, and having invefted this feemingly im- 
pregnable fortrefs, began to break ground one 
day, when Trunnion dined at her brother’s, by 
fpringing certain enfnaring commendations on 
the honefty and fincerity of fea-faring people, 
paying a particular attention to his plate, and af- 
fecting a fimper of approbation at every thing he 
faid which by any means fhe could confrue into: 
a joke, or with modefty be fuppofed to hear: 
: C4 ney? 
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nay, even when he left decency on the left hand, 


(which was often the cafe) fhe ventured to repri- - 


mand his freedom of fpeech with a gracious 
grin, faying, ‘* Sure you gentlemen belong- 
ing to the fea have fuch an odd way with you.”” 
But, all this complacency was fo ineffectual, that, 
far from fufpecting the true caufe of it, the com- 
modore, that very evening, at the club, in pre- 
fence of her brother, with whom, by this time, 
he could take any manner of freedom, did not 
fcruple to damn her for a fquinting, block-faced, 
chattering pifs-kitchen; and immediately after 
drank defpair to all old maids; a toaft which 
Mr. Pickle pledged without the leaft hefitation, 
and next day intimated to his fifter, who bore 
the indignity with furprifing refignation, and did 
not therefore defift from her fcheme, unpromifing 
as it feemed to be, until her attention was called 
off, and engaged in another care, which, for 
fome time, interrupted the progrefs of this de- 
fign. Her fifter had not been married many 
months, when fhe exhibited evident fymptoms 
of pregnancy, to the general fatisfaction of all 
concerned, and the inexpreffible joy of Mrs. 


Grizzle, who (as we have already hinted) was — 


more interefted in the prefervation of the family- 
name, than in any other confideration what- 
ever. She therefore no fooner difcovered appears 
ances to juftify and confirm her hopes, than poft- 
poning her own purpofe, and laying afide that 
pique and refentment fhe had conceived from the 
behaviour of Mrs. Pickle, when fhe fuperfeded 
her authority ; or perhaps, confidering her in no 
other light than that of the vehicle which con- 
tained, and was deftined to cohvey her brother’s 
heir to light, the determined to exert her utter- 

moft 
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moft in nurfing, tending, and cherifhing her, 
during the term of her important charge. With 
this view fhe purchafed Culpepper’s midwifery, 
which, ‘with that fagacious performance dignified 
with Ariftotle’s name; fhe ftudied with indefati- 
ble care, and diligently perufed the Compleat 
Floufe- wife, together with Quincy’s difpenfatory, 
culling every jelly, marmalade and conferve 
which thefe authors recommend as either falutary 
er toothfome, for the benefit and comfort of her 
fifter-in-law, during her geftation. She reftricted 
her from eating roots, pot-herbs, fruit, and all 
fort of vegetables ; and one day when Mrs. Piekle 
had plucked a peach with her own hand, and 
was in the very act of putting it between her 
teeth, Mrs. Grizzle perceived the rafh attempt, 
and running up to her, fell upon her knees in 
the garden, intreating her, with tears in her 
eyes, to refift fuch a pernicious appetite. Her 
yequeft was no fooner complied with, than recol- 
_ le@ing that if her fifter’s longing was baulked, 
~ the child might be affected with fome difagreeable 
mark, or deplorable difeafe, fhe begged as ear- 
— meftly that fhe would fwallow the fruit, and in 
the mean time ran for fome cordial water of her 
- own compofing, which fhe forced upon her fifter, 

as an antidote to the poifon fhe had received. 
This exceffive zeal and tendernefs did not fail 
to be very troublefome to Mrs. Pickle, who 
having revolved divers plans for the recovery of 
her own cafe, at length determined to engage 
Mrs. Grizzle in fuch employment as would inter- 
yupt that clofe attendance which fhe found fo 
teizing and difagreeable. Neither did fhe wait 
Jong for an opportunity of putting her refolution: 
im practice. The very next day, a gentleman 
C5 hap~ 


34 The ADVENTURES of 


happening to dine with Mr. Pickle, unfortu- 
nately mentioned a pine-apple, part of which he 
had eaten a week before at the houfe of a noble- 
man who lived in another part of the country, 
at the diftance of an hundred miles at leaft. 


The name of this fatal fruit was no fooner 


pronounced, than Mrs. Grizzle, who inceflantly 
watched her fifter’s looks, took the alarm, be- 
caufe fhe thought they gave certain indications 
of curiofity and defire ; and after having obferved 
that fhe herfelf never could eat pine-apples, 
which were altogether unnatural productions, ex- 
torted by the force of artificial fire, out of filthy 
manure, afked with a faultering voice, if Mrs. 
Pickle was not of her way of thinking? This 
young lady, who wanted neither flynefs nor pe- 
netration, at once divined her meaning, and re- 


plied with feeming unconcern, that for her own | 


part fhe fhould never repine, if there was not a 
pine-apple in the yniverfe, provided fhe could 
indulge herfelf with the fruits of her own coun- 
try. . 

This anfwer, which was calculated for the be- 
nefit of the ftranger, who would certainly have 
{uffered for his imprudence by the refentment of 
Mrs. Grizzle, had her fifter exprefled the leaft 
relifh for the fruit in queftion: I fay, this an- 
{wer had the defired effect, and re-eftablifhed the 
peace of the company, which was not a little 
endangered by the gentleman’s want of confidera- 
tion. Next morning, however, after breakfaft, 
the pregnant lady, in purfuance of her plan, 
yawned (as it were by accident) full in the face 
of her maiden fifter, who being infinitely di- 
fturbed by this convulfion, affirmed it was a fymp- 
tom of longing ; and infifted upon knowing the 
| object 
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obje& in defire, when Mrs. Pickle affeGting an 
affected {mile, told her fhe had eaten a moft de- 
licious pine-apple in her fleep. This declara- 
tion was attended with an immediate fcream ut- 
tered by Mrs. Grizzle, who inftantly perceiving 
her fifter furprized at the exclamation, clafped 
her in her arms, and aflured her, with a fort of 
hyfterical laugh, importing horror rather than de- 
light, that fhe could not help fcreaming with joy, 
becaufe fhe had it in her power to gratify her 
dear fifter’s wifh; a lady in the neighbourhood 
having promifed to fend her, in a prefent, a cou- 
ple of fine pine-apples, which fhe would that very 
day go in quett of. | 

Mrs. Pickle would by no means confent to: 
this propofal, on pretence of fparing the other 
unnecefflary fatigue; and aflured her, that, if fhe 
. had any defire to eat a pine-apple, it-was fo faint, 
that the difappointment could. produce no bad 
confequence. But this aflurance was conveyed: 
in a manner (which fhe knew very well how to 
adopt) that. inftead of diffuading, rather ftimu- 
lated Mrs. Grizzle to fet out immediately, not. 
on a vifit to that lady, whofe promife fhe herfelf 
had feigned with a view of confulting her fifter’s- 
tranquillity, but on a random fearch thro’ the 
whole county for this unlucky fruit, which was. 
like to produce fo much vexation and prejudice to - 
her and her father’s houfe. 

During three whole days and nights, did fhe,. 
attended by a valet, ride from place to place: 
without fuccefs, unmindful of her health, and: 
carelefs of her reputation, that: began: to fuffer- 
from the nature of her inquiry, which was pur- 
fued with fuch peculiar eagernefs and diftraction,: 


that every body with whom fhe converfed, looked. 
: C6 upon 
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upon her as an unhappy perfon, whofe intelle€ts 
were not a little difordered. | . 
Baffled in all her refearches within the county, 
fhe at length refolved to vifit that very nobleman, 
at whofe houfe the officious ftranger had been 
(for her) fo unfortunately regaled, and. actually 
arrived in a poft-chaife at the place of his habi- 
tation, where fhe introduced her bufinefs as an af- 
fair on which the happinefs of a whole family 
depended. But, alas! fhe had come too late ; 
his lordfhip lamented, in very polite and pathetic 
terms, that he was difabled from exerting his hu- 
manity, and enjoying the pleafure he fhould feek 
in contributing to the happinefs of his fellow- 
creatures, at fuch an eafy rate; telling her, that 
he had unluckily, the very day before, fent the 
two laft pine-apples his garden had produced, in 
a prefent to a certain lady in the neighbourhood. 
Mrs. Grizzle was. fo affected with this explana- 
tion, that fhe fainted away, and was. immediately 
earried to the public houfe, where fhe had left 
her horfes, and where fhe remained inconfolable 
for the difappointment, which in all likelhhhood 
would have proved more fatal to her than to the 
perfon for whom fhe was fo pioufly coneerned,. 
had not fhe in the evening, by the medium of 
her own fervant, received a hint from the no- 
bleman’s gardener, that for five pieces fhe fhould. 
be furnifhed with a couple of as fine apples as. 
_ ever were feen in England. ‘The terms (I fcarce 
need fay) were greedily embraced, the fruit fe- 
, eured in her poffeffion; and. fhe departed that 
very night on her return to her brother’s houfe, 
where fhe fafely arrived with her acquifition,. and. 
was. moft cordially received by her fifter, who. 
had been under fome apprehenfions on her. ac- 
| 2s count. 
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count. Neither was his lordthip forgotten in 
Mrs. Grizzle’s benediction, when fhe underftood 
frony the valet who accompanied her, that he 
had, with his own eyes, feen above an hundred 
pine-apples ripe fos cutting in his garden the 
evening of that very day on which he had af- 
fured her that there was not one left. 


CHAP. VI. 


Mrs. Grizzhe is indefatigable in gratifying her 
Sjier’s longings. Peregrine is born, and ma- 
naged contrary to the direétions and remon/trances 

_ of bis aunt, whois dsifgufted upon that account ; 
and refumes the plan which foe had before re- 
jected. 


; HE fuccefs of this device would have en- 
| couraged Mrs. Pickle to pra@tife more of 
the fame fort upon her fifter-in-law, had fhe not 
been deterred by a violent fever which feized her 
zealous ally, in confequence of the fatigue and 
uneafinefs fhe had undergone; which, while it 
Jafted, as effectually conduced to her repofe, as. 
any other ftratagem fhe could invent. But Mrs. 
Grizzle’s health was no fooner reftored, than the 
other being as much incommoded as ever, was 
obliged, in her own defence, to have recourfe to 
fome other contrivance ; and managed her artifi- 


‘ees in fuch a manner, as leaves it at this day a 


doubt whether fhe was really fo whimfical and 

capricious in her appetites as fhe herfelf pretended 

to be; for her longings were not reftricted to the 

demands of the palate and ftomach, but alfo af- 

Se&ted all the other organs of fenfe, and Bi a 
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vaded her imagination, which at this period 
feemed to be ftrangely difeafed. 
One time fhe longed to pinch her hufband’s 
ear; and it was with infinite difficulty that his fif- 
ter could prevail upon him to undergo the ope- 
ration. Yet this tafk was eafy, in comparifon 
with another fhe undertook for the gratification 
of Mrs. Pickle’s unaccountable defire ; which was 
no other than to perfuade the commodore to fub- 
mit his chin to the mercy of the big-bellied lady, 
who ardently wifhed for an opportunity of pluck- 
ing three black hairs from his beard. When this 
propofal was firft communicated to Mr. Trun- 
nion by the hufband, his anfwer was nothing but 
a dreadful effufion of oaths, accompanied with 
fuch a ftare, and delivered in fuch a tone of voice, 
as terrified the poor befeecher into immediate 
filence; fothat Mrs. Grizzle was fain to take the 
whole enterprize upon herfelf, and next day went 
to the garrifon accordingly, where having obtained 
entrance by means of the lieutenant, who, while 
his commander was afleep, ordered her to be ad- 
mitted for the joke’s fake, fhe waited patiently 
till he turned out, and then accofted him in the 
yard, where he ufed to perform his morning 
walk. He was thunder-ftruck at the appearance 
of a woman in a place which he had hitherto 
kept facred from the whole fex, and immediately 
began to utter an apoftrophe to Tom Pipes, whofe 


turn it was then to watch; when Mrs. Grizzle: 


falling on her knees before him, conjured him 
with many pathetic fupplications, to hear and 
grant her requeft, which was no fooner fignified, 
than he bellowed in fuch an outragious manner, 
that the whole court re-ecchoed the opprobrious 
term ditch ; and the word damnation which he 

repeated 
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repeated with furprifing volubility, without any 
fort of propriety or conneétion ; and retreated 
into his penetralia, leaving the baffled devotee in 
the humble pofture fhe had fo unfuccefsfully 
chofen to melt his obdurate heart. 

Martifying as this repulfe muft have been to a 
lady of her ftately difpofition, the did not relinquith 
her aim, but endeavoured to intereft the commo- 
dore’s counfellors and adherents in her caufe. With 
this view the follicited the intereft of Mr. Hatch» 
way, who being highly pleafed witha circum- 
{tance in all probability fo productive of mirth 
and diverfion, readily entered into her meafures, 
and promifed to employ his whole influence for 
her fatisfaction : and as for the boatfwain’s mate, 
he was rendered propitious by the prefent of a 
guinea which fhe flipt into his hand. In fhort, 
Mrs. Grizz!e was continually engaged in this 
_hegotiation for the fpace of ten days, during 

which the commodore was fo inceffantly pef- 
tered with her remonftrances, and the admoni- © 
tions of his affociates, that he fwore his people 
had a defign upon his life, which becoming a 
burthen to him, he at laft complied, and was 
conducted to the fcene like a viGtim to the altar, 
by the exulting priefts; or rather growling like 
a relu€tant bear, when he is led to the ftake 
amidft the fhouts and cries of butchers and their 
dogs. After all, this victory was not quite fo de-. 
cifive as the conquerors imagined; for the patient 
being fet, and the performer prepared with a pair 
of pincers, a fmall difficulty occurred: fhe could 
not for fome time difcern one black hair on the 
whole fuperficies of Mr. Trunnion’s face ; when 
Mrs. Grizzle, very much alarmed and difcon- 
certed, had recourfe to a magnifying glafs rae | 
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- ftood upon her toilette; and after a moft accurate 
examination, difcovered a fibre of a dufky hue, 
to which the inftrument being applied, Mrs. 
Pickle pulled it up by the roots, to the no {mall 
difcompofure of the owner, who feeling the 
{mart much more fevere than he had expected, 
ftarted up, and fwore he would not part with 
another hair to fave them all from damnation. 
Mr. Hatchway exhorted him to patience and 

_ refignation, Mrs. Grizzle repeated her intreaties 
with great humility ; but finding him deaf to all 
her prayers, and abfolutely bent upon leaving the 
houfe, fhe clafped his knees, and begged for the 
love of God that he would have compaffion upon 
a diftrefled family, and endure a little more for 
the fake of the poor infant, who would other- 
wife be born with a grey beard upon its chin. 
Far from being melted, he was rather exafperated 
by this reflection; to which he replied with great 
indignation, ** Damn ye for a yaw-fighted bitch! 
he’ll be hanged long enough before he has any 
beard at all:’’ fo faying, he difengaged himfelf 
from her embraces, flung out at the door, and 
halted homewards with fuch furprifing fpeed, 
that the lieutenant could not overtake him until 
he had arrived at his own gate; and Mrs. Griz- 
zle was fo much affected with his efcape, that 
her fifter, in pure compaffion, defired fhe would 
not afflict herfelf, protefting that her own wifh 
was already gratified, for fhe had plucked three 
hairs at once, having from the beginning been 
dubious ef the commodore’s forbearance. But 
the labours of this affiduous kinfwoman did not 
end with the atchievement of this adventure: hex 
eloquence or induftry were employed without 
ceafing, in the performance of other tafks im- 
poled 
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pofed by the ingenious craft of her fifter-in-law, 
who at anothe: time conceived an infuppreflible 
affection for a fricaflee of frogs, which fhould be 
the genuine natives of France; fo that there was 
a neceflity for difpatching a meflenger on purpofe 
to that kingdom: but as fhe could not depend 
upon the integrity of any common fervant, Mrs. 
Grizzle undertook that province, and actually 
fet fail in a cutter for Bologne, from whence fhe 
returned in eight and forty hours with a tub full 
of thofe live animals, which being drefled accord- 
ing to art, her fifter would not tafte them, on 
pretence: that her fit of longing was paft: but 
then her inclinations took a different turn, and 
fixed themfelves upon a curious implement be- 
longing toa lady of quality in the neighbourhood, 
which ‘was reported to be a very great curiofity ; 
this was no other than a porcelain chamber-pot of 
admirable workmanhhip, contrived by the honour- 
able owner, who kept it for her own private ufe, 
and cherifhed it as an utenfil of ineftimable value. 

Mrs, Grizzle fhuddered at the firft hint fhe re- 
ceived of her fifter’s defire to poflefs this piece of 
furniture ; becaufe fhe knew it was not to be 
purchafed ; and the lady’s character, which was 
none of the moft amiable in point of humanity 
and condefcenfion, forbad all hopes of borrowing 
it for a feafon ; fhe therefore attempted to reafon 
down this capricious appetite, as an extravagance 
of imagination which ought to be combated and 
reprefled ; and Mrs. Pickle, to all appearance, 
was convinced and fatished by her arguments and 
advice: but neverthelefs, could make ufe of no 
other convenience, and was threatened with a 
very dangerous fuppreffion. Rovuzed at the peril 
in which fhe fuppofed her to be, Mrs. ea 
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flew to the lady’s houfe, and having obtained a 
private audience, difclofed the melancholy fitua- 
tion of her fifter, and implored the benevolence 
of her ladyfhip, who, contrary to expectation, 
received her very gracioufly, and confented to in- 
dulge Mrs. Pickle’s longing: but, as fhe had not 
the pleafure of being acquainted with the family, 
fhe hoped it would not be taken amifs, if fhe in- 
fifted upon fecurity for her own indemnification, 
in cafe any accident fhould happen to the machine 
while under their protection. Overjoyed at this. 
condefcenfion, Mrs. Grizz!e was loud in her ac- 
knowledgments, embraced the terms of the loan, 
in confequence of which, an hundred guineas 
were depofited, and brought home this illuftrious 
Jordan, with as much pleafure and fatisfaction, as 
the Argonauts enjoyed when they made them- 
felves mafters of the golden fieece. ‘True it is, 
her fuccefs was attended with a {mall difafter, 
which fhe could not poffibly forefee: next day it. 
Was, at the defire of Mrs. Pickle, committed to.. 
the charge of a trufty fervant, who, in carrying 
it back to the right owner, had the misfortune to 
be overturned by one of her ladyfhip’s valets who. 
ran againft him in the court; and this fuperb piece 
of porcelain falling upon the pavement, was 
dafhed into a thoufand pieces. In vain did the 
poor carrier urge his own innocence, by reprefent- 
ing the true caufe of this mifadventure ; her lady- 
fhip was deaf to all his proofs and proteftations, 
and without any ceremony, detained the pledge 
which had been left in her hands ; not without 
violent fufpicion of having aéted as the auxiliary 
of chance, to which this calamity was imputed. 
Be this as it will, Mr. Pickle began to be out of 
kumour at the expence to which he was expofed 
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by the caprice of his wife, who was herfelf 
alarmed at this laft accident, and for the future 
kept her fancy within bounds, infomuch, that 
without being fubject to any more extraordinary 
trouble, Mrs. Grizzle reaped the long wifhed 
fruits of her deareft expectation in the birth of a 
fine boy, whom her fifter ina few months brought 
into the world. 

I fhall.omit the defcription of the rejoicings, 
which were. infinite on this important occafion, 
and only obferve that Mrs. Pickle’s mother and 
aunt ftood godmothers, and the commodore af- 
fifted at the ceremony as godfather to the child, 
who was chriftened by the name of Peregrine, 
in compliment to the memory of a deceafed un- 
cle. While the mother was confined to her bed, 
and incapable of maintaining her own authority, 
Mrs. Grizzle took charge of the infant by a dou- 
ble claim ; and fuperintended with furprizing vi- 
gilance the nurfe and midwife in all the particu- 
Jars of their refpective offices, which were per-_ 
formed by her exprefs direction. But no fooner 
was Mrs, Pickle in a condition to re-aflume the 
management of her own affairs, than fhe thought 
proper to alter certain regulations concerning the 
child, which had obtained in confequence of her 
fifter’s orders, dire€ting, among other innovati- 
ons, that the bandages with which the infant had 
been fo neatly rolled up, like an Agyptian mum- 
my, fhould be loofened and laid afide, in order to 
rid nature of all reflraint, and give the blood free 
fcope to circulate; and with her own hands fhe 
plunged him headlong every morning in a tub-full 
of cold water. ‘This operation feemed fo barba- 
rous to the tender-hearted Mrs. Grizzle, that fhe 
not only oppofed it with all her eloquence, ae 
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ding abundance of -tears over the facrifice when 
it was made; but took horfe immediately, and 
departed for the habitation of an eminent country 
phyfician, whom fhe confulted in thefe words. 
“© Pray, doctor, is it not both dangerous and 
crue] to be the means of letting a poor tender in- 
fant perifh, by foufing it in water as cold as ice ?”’ 
“© ‘Yes, replied the doctor, downright murder, I 
affirm.” ‘* I fee you are a perfon of great learn- 
ing and fagacity, faid the other; and I muft beg 
you will be fo good as to fignify your opinion 
in your own hand-writing.””  —The doctor imme- 
diately complied with her requeft, and exprefied 
himfelf upon a flip of paper to this purpofe. 


Thefe are to certify whom it may concern, that 

I firmly believe, and it is my unalterable opi- 

union, that whofoever letteth an infant perifh, by 

foufing it in cold water, even though the faid water 
‘Should not be fo cold as ice, is in effect, guilty of 
the murder of the faid infant, as witnefs my hand 

Comfit Colocynth, 


Having obtained this certificate, for which the 
phy fician was handfomely acknowledged, fhe re- 
turned in triumph, hoping, with fuch authority, 
to overthrow all oppofition; and accordingly next 
morning, when her nephew was about to under- 
go his diurnal baptifm, produced the commiffion, 
whereby fhe conceived herfelf impowered to over- 
rule fuch inhuman proceedings. But fhe was dif- 
appointed in her expectation, confident as it was; 
not that Mrs. Pickle pretended to differ in opi- 
nton from Dr. Colocynth, ‘* for whofe character 
and fentiments (faid fhe) I have fuch veneration, 
that I fhall carefully obferve the caution implied 
in this very certificate, by which, far from con- 
demning my method of praCtice, he only afferts 

that 
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that killing is murder; an affeveration, the truth 
of which, it is to be hoped, I hall never difpute.”? 

Mrs. Grizzle, who, footh to fay, had rather 
too fuperficially confidered the claufe by which 
fhe thought herfelf authorized, perufed the paper 
with more accuracy, and was confounded at her 
own want of penetration. Yet, though the was 
confuted, fhe was by no means convinced that 
her objections to the cold bath were unreafon- 
able; on the contrary, after having beltowed 
{undry opprobrious epithets on the phyfician, for 
his want of knowledge and candour, fhe pro- 
tefted in the moft earneft and folemn manner 
againft the pernicious practice of dipping the 
child; a piece of cruelty, which with God’s af- 
fiftance, the fhould never fuffer to be infli&ed on 
her own iffue ; and wafhing her hands of the me- 
lancholy confequence that would certainly enfue, 
fhut herfelf up in her clofet, to indulge her for- 
row and vexation. She was deceived, however, 
in her prognoftic ; the boy, inftead of declining 
in point of health, feemed to acquire freth vigour 
from every plunge, as if he had been refolved to 
difcredit the wifdom and forefight of his aunt, 
who, in all probability, could never forgive 
him for this want of reverence and refpect. This 
conjecture is founded upon her behaviour to 
him in the fequel of his infancy, during which 
fhe was known to torture him more than once, 
when fhe had opportunities of thrufting pins into 
his flefh, without any danger of being detected. 
In a word, her affections were in a little time 
altogether alienated from this hope of her family, 
whom fhe abandoned to the conduct of his mo- 
ther, whofe province it undoubtedly was to ma- 


f her own child; while fhe 
nage the nurture o Selah 
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herfelf refumed her operations upon the commo} _ 


dore, whom fhe was refolved at any rate to cap- 
tivate and inflave. And it muft be owned, that 
Mrs, Grizzle’s knowledge of the human heart 
never fhone fo confpicuous as in the methods 
fhe purfued for the accomplifhment of this im- 
portant aim. | 7 

Through the rough unpolifhed hufk that cafed 
the foul of Trunnion, fhe could eafily diftinguith 
a large fhare of that vanity and felf-conceit that 
generally predominate even in the moft favage 
breaft ; and to this fhe conftantly appealed. In 
his prefence fhe always exclaimed againft the 


craft and difhoneft diffimulation of the world; — 


and never failed of uttering particular invectives 
againft thofe arts of chicanry, in which the law- 
yers are fo converfant to the prejudice and ruin 
of their fellow creatures: obferving that in a fea- 
faring life, fo far as fhe had opportunities of judg- 
ing or being informed, there was nothing but 
friendfhip, fincerity, and a hearty contempt for 
every thing that was mean or felfifh. 

This kind of converfation, with the affiftance 
of certain particular civilities, infenfibly made an 
impreffion on the mind:-of the commodore ; and 
that the more effectual, as his former prepoffeffi- 
ons were built upon very flender foundations : 
his antipathy to old maids, which he had con- 
ceived upon hearfay, began gradually to diminifh, 
when he found they were not quite fuch in- 
fernal animals as they had been reprefented ; and 
it was not long before he was heard to obferve at 
the club, that Pickle’s fifter had not fo much of 
the core of bitch in her as he had imagined. 
This negative compliment, by the medium of 
her brother, foon reached the ears of Mrs. Griz- 
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zle, who thus encouraged, redoubled all her arts 
and attention ; fo that in lefs than three months 
after, he in the fame place diftinguifhed her with 
the epithet of a damned fenfible jade. © 
Hatchway taking the alarm at this declaration, 
which he feared foreboded fomething fatal to his 
intereft, told his commander with a fneer, that 
fhe had fenfe enough to bring him to, under her 
ftern ; and he did not doubt but that fuch an old 
crazy veflel would be the better for being taken 
in tow. ‘* But howfomever, added this arch ad- 
vifer, I'd have you take eare of your upper works; 
for if once you are made faft to her poop, agad ! 
fhe’ll fpank it away, and make every beam in 
your body crack with ftraining.”” Our fhe-pro- 
je@tor’s whole plan had like to have been ruined 
by the effect which this malicious hint had upon 

Trunnion, whofe rage and fufpicion being wak- 
ened at once, his colour changed from tawny to 
a cadaverous pale, and then fhifting toa deep and | 
dufky red, fuch as we fometimes obferve in the 
fky when it is replete with thunder, he after his 
ufual preamble of unmeaning oaths, anfwered in 
thefe words. ‘* Damn ye, you jury-lege’d dog, 
- you would give all the ftowage in your hold to be 
as found as I am ; and as for being taken in tow, 
d’ye fee, I’m not fo difabled but that I can lie my 
courfe, and perform my voyage without any af- 
fiftance ; and, agad! no man fhall ever fee 
Hawfer Trunnion lagging a-ftern in the wake of 
e’er a bitch in chriftendom.” 

- Mrs. Grizzle, who every morning interrogated 
her brother with regard to the fubject of his 
night’s converfation with his friends, foon re- 
ceived the unwelcome news of the commodore’s 
averfion to matrimony ; and juftly imputing the 

gre 
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greateft part of his difguft.to the fatyrical infi- 
nuations of Mr. Hatchway, refolved to level this 
obftru€tion to her fuccefs, and actually found 
means to intereft him in her fcheme. She had 
indeed, on fome occafions, a particular knack at 
making converts, being probably not unacquainted 
with that grand fyftem of perfuafion, which is 
adopted by the greateft perfonages of the age, as 
fraught with maxims much more effectual than 
all the eloquence of Tully or Demofthenes, even 
when fupported by the demonftrations of truth: 
befides, Mr. Hatchway’s fidelity to bis new ally, 
was confirmed by his forefeeing in his captain’s 
marriage an infinite fund of gratification for his 
own cynical difpofition. Thus, therefore, con- 
verted and properly cautioned, he for the future 
fuppreffed all the virulence of his wit againft the 
- matrimonial ftate ; and as he knew not how to 
open his mouth in the pofitive praife of any per- 
fon whatever, took all opportunities of excepting 
Mrs. Grizzle by name, from the cenfures he li- 
berally beftowed upon the reft of her fex. ‘* She 
is not a drunkard, like Nan Caftick of Deptford, 
he would fay ; nor a nincompoop, like Peg Sim- 
per of Woolwich; nor a brimftone, like Kate 
Coddle of Chatham; nor a fhrew, like Nell Grif- 
fin on the Point Portfmouth ;”’ (ladies to whom at 
different times, they had both paid their addrefles) 
but a tight, good humoured fenfible wench, who 
knows very well how to box her compafs; well 
trimmed aloft, and well fheathed alow, with a 
good commodity under her hatches.”” The com- 
modore at firft imagined this commendation was 
ironical, but hearing it repeated again and again, 
was filled with aftonifhment at this furprifing 
change in the lieutenant’s behaviour; and after a 

long 
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Jong fit of mufing, concluded that Hatchway 
himfelf harboured a matrimonial defign on the 
perfon of Mrs. Grizzle. 

Pleafed with this conjecture, he rallied Jack in 
his turn, and one night toafted her health as a 
compliment to his paffion ; acircumftance which 
the lady learning next day by the ufual canal of 
her intelligence, and interpreting as the refult of 
his own tendernefs for her, fhe congratulated 
herfelf upon the victory fhe had obtained ; and 
thinking it unneceflary to continue the refcrve 
fhe had hitherto induftrioufly affected, refolved 
from that day to fweeten her behaviour towards 
him with fuch a dafh of affeCtion, as could not 
fail to perfuade him that he had infpired her with 
a reciprocal flame. In confequence of this de- 
termination he was invited to dinner, and while 
he ftaid, treated with fuch cloying proofs of her 
regard, that not only the reft of the company, 
but even Trunnion himfelf perceived her drift ; 
and taking the alarm accordingly, could not help 
exclaiming, ** Oho! I fee how the land lies, and: 
if I don’t weather the point, I'll be damn’d.’’. 
Having thus expreffed himfelf to his afflicted ina- 
morata, he made the beft of his way to the gar- 
rifon, in which he fhut himfelf up for the fpace of 
ten days, and had no communication with his 
friends and domefticks but by looks, which were . 
moft fignificantly picturefque. 
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CHAP. VII. 


Divers firatdgems are invented and putin praice, 
tn order to ovetcome the obftinacy of Trunnion, 
who at length ts tetxed and tortured into thé noofe 
of wedlock. : 


HIS abrupt departure and unkind declara- 

| tion affected Mrs. Grizale fo much, that 
the fell fick of forrow and mortification ; and after 
having confined herfelf to her bed for three days, 
fent for her brother, told him fhe perceived her 
end drawing near, and defired that a lawyer 
might be brought, in order to write her laft will. 
Mr. Pickle furprifed at her demand, began to aét 
the part of a comforter, afluring her that her 
diftemper was not at all dangerous; and that he 
would inftantly fend for a phyficians who would 
convince her that fhe was in no manner of jeo- 
pardy ; fothat there was no oceafion at prefent, 
to employ any officious attorney in fuch a melan- 
choly tafk. Indeed, this affe&tionate brother was 
of opinion that a will was altogether fuperfluous 
at any rate, as he himfelf was heir at law to his 
fifter’s whole real and perfonal eftate. But fhe 
infifted upon his compliance with fuch determined 
obftinacy, that he could no longer refift her im- 
portunities ; and a fcrivener arriving, fhe dictated 
and executed her will, in which fhe bequeathed 
to commodore Trunnion one thoufand pounds, 
to purchafe a mourning ring, which fhe hoped 
he would wear as a pledge of her friendfhip and 
affection. Her brother, though he did not much 
relith this teftimony of her love, neverthelefs that 
fame evening gave an account of this particular 
to 
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to Mr. Hatchway, who was alfo, as Mr. Pickle 
affured him, generoufly remembered by the tetta- 
ftrix. 

The lieutenant fraught with this piece of intel- 
ligence, watched for an opportunity, and as foon 
as he perceived the commodore’s features a little 
unbended from that ferocious contraction they had 
fuffered fo long, ventured to inform him that 
Pickle’s fifter lay at the point of death, and that 
fhe had left him a thoufand pounds in her will. 
‘This piece of news overwhelmed him with con- 
fafion, and Mr. Hatchway imputing his filence 
to remtorfe, refolved to take advantage of that — 
favourable moment, and counfelled him to go 
and vifit the poor young woman, who was dying , 
for love of him. But his admonition happened 
to be fornewhat unfeafonable; for ‘Trunnion no 
fooner heard him mention the caufe of her difor- 
der than his morofity recurring, he burft out 
into a violent fit of curfing, and forthwith betook 

himfelf again to his hammock, where he lay ut- 
tering in a low growling tone of voice, a repeti- 
tion of oaths and imprecations, for the fpace of 
four and a hours, without ceafing. ‘This 
was a delicious to the lieutenant, who eager 
to inhance the pleafure of the entertainment {till 
more, and at the fame time conduce to the fuc- 
cefs of the caufe he had efpoufed, invented a 
ftratagem, the execution of which had all the ef- 
fe&t he could defire. He prevailed upon Pipesy 
who was devoted to his fervice, to get upon the 
top of the chimney belonging to the commodore’s 
chamber, at midnight, and to lower down by arope’ 
a bunch of ftinking whitings, which being perform- 
ed, he put a fpeaking-truinpet to his mouth, and 
hollowed down the vent, in a voice like thunder, - 
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«¢ Trunnion !. Trunnion ! turn out and be fpliced, - 


or lie ftill and be damned.”? This dreadful note, - 


the terror of which was increafed by the filence. 
and darknefs of the night, as well as the eccho of 
the paflage through which it was conveyed, no- 
{ooner reached the ears of the aftonifhed commo-. 
dore, than turning his eye towards the place from 
whence this folemn addrefs feemed to proceed, 
he beheld a glittering object that vanifhed in an 
inftant ; and juft as his fuperftitious fear had im-: 
proved the apparition into fome fupernatural mef- 


fenger cloathed in fhining array, his opinion was. 


- confirmed by a fudden explofion, which he took 


for thunder, though it was no other than the. 


noife of a piftol fired down the chimney by the 
boatfwain’s mate, according to the inftructions . 
he had received ; and he had time enough to de-. 
{cend before he was in any danger of being de- 


tected by his commander, who could not for a. 


whole hour recollect himfelf from the amazement 
and confternation which had overpowered his fa- 


culties. 


- At length, however, he got up and rung his - 
bell with great agitation. He repeated the fum-- 


mons more than once, but no regard being paid 


to this alarm, his dread returned with double ter-. 


sor, a cold fweat bedewed his limbs, his knees 
knocked together, his hair briftled up, and the 
remains of his teeth were fhattered to pieces in 
the convulfive vibrations of his jaws. 

"In the midft of this agony he made one defpe- 
sate effort, and burfting open the door of his 


apartment, bolted into Hatchway’s chamber,. 


which happened to be on the fame floor ; and 
there found the lieutenant in a counterfeit fwcon, 
who pretended to wake from his trance in an ¢ja~ 

: : culation 
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-¢ulation of ** Lord have mercy upon us !” And 
being queftioned by the terrified commodore with 
‘regard to what had happened, affured him he had 
‘heard the fame voice and clap of thunder by 
‘which Trunnion himfelf had been difcompofed. 
Pipes, whofe turn it was to watch, concurred: 
-In giving evidence to the fame purpofe; and the 
eommodore not only owned that he had heard 
the voice, but likewife communicated his vifior, 
with all the aggravation which his difturbed fancy 
fuggefted. 
A confultation immediately enfued, in which 
Mr. Hatchway very gravely obferved, that the 
‘finger of God was plainly perceivable in thofe fig- 
‘nals 3 and that it would be both finful and foolifh 
to difregard his commands, efpecially as the match 
“propofed was, in all refpeéts, more advantage- 
-ous than any that one of his years and infirmities 
could reafonably expect; declaring that for his 
ewn part he would not endanger his foul and 
body by living one day longer under the fame 
xoof with a man who defpifed the holy will of 
heaven; and Tom: Pipes adhered to the fame 
pious refolution. 3 7 
Trunnion’s perfeverance could not refift the 
number and diverfity~of confiderations that af- 
faulted it; he revolved in filence all the oppofite 
motives that occurred to his-reflection ; and after 
having been, to all appearance, bewildered in the 
Jabyrinth of his own thoughts, he wiped the fweat. 
from his forehead, and heaving a piteous groan,. 
yielded to their remonftrances in thefe words: 
‘Ss Well, fince it muft be fo, I think we muft 
e’en grapple. But damn my eyes! ’tisa damn’d 
hard cafe that a fellow of my years fhould be 
compelled, d’ye fee, to-beat up to windward al 
’ a D. 3 the: 
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the reft of his life, again{t the current of his own 
inclination.” 

This important article being difcuffed, Mr. 
Hatchway fet out in the morning to vifit the de- 
{pairing fhepherdefs, and was handfomely re- 
warded for the enlivening tidings with which he 
bleffed her ears. Sick as fhe was, fhe could not 
help laughing heartily at the contrivance, in 
‘confequence of which her fwain’s affent had been 
obtained, and gave the lieutenant ten guineas for 
‘Tom Pipes, in confideration of the part he ated 
in the farce. , 

In the afternoon the commodore fuffered 
himfelf to be conveyed to her apartment, like 
felon to execution, and was received by her ine 
Janguifhing manner and genteel dithabille, ac- 
companied by her fifter-in law ; who was, for 
very obvious reafons, extremely follicitous about 
her fuccefs. ‘Though the heutenant had tutored 
him touching his behavicur at this interview, he 
made a thoufand wry faces before he could pro- 
nounce the fimple falutation of Haw d’ye? to his 
miftrefs ; and after his counfellor had urged him 
with twenty or thirty whifpers, to each of which 
Jie had replied aloud, *‘ Damn your eyes I won’t,’’ 
he got up, and halting towards the couch on 
which Mrs. Grizzle reclined in a ftate of flrange 
expectation, he feized ber tiand and preffed it to 
his lips; but this piece of geHantry he performed 
in fuch a reluctant, uncouth, indignant menner, 
that the nymph had need.of all her refolution to 
endure the complimeat without fhrinking; and 
he himfelf was fo difconcerted at what he had 
done, that he inftantly retired to the other end of 
the room, where he fat fulent, and broiled with 
fhame and vexation. Mrs. Pickle, like a fenfible 

matron, 
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matron, quitted the place, on pretence of going 
to the nurfery; and Mr. Hatchway taking the 
hint, recolle&ted that he had left his tobacco pouch 
in the parlour, whither he immediately defcended, 
leaving the two lovers to their mutual endear- 
ments. Never had the commodore found himfelf 
in fuch a difagreeable dilemma before. He fat in 
an agony of fufpence, as if he every moment 
dreaded the diffolution of natuse ; and the implor- 
ing fighs of his future bride added, if poffible, 
to the pangs of his diftrefs. Impatient of his 
fituation, He rolled his eye around in queft of 
fome relief, and unable to contain himfelf, ex- 
claimed, ‘* Damnation feize the fellow and his 
pouch teo! I believe he has fheered off, and lefe 
ae here in the ftays.”” Mrs, Grizzle, who could. 
‘not help taking fome notice of this manifeftation 
of chagrin, lamented her unhappy fate ia being 
fo difagreeable to him that he could not put up 
with her company for afew moments without 
-yepining ; and began in very tender terms to re- 
proach him with his inhumanity and indiferenee. 
To this expoftulation he replied, ** Zounds ! 
what would the woman have? let the parfon do 
his office when he wool, here I am ready to be 
-Feeved in the matrunonial block, d’ye fee, and. 
‘damn all nonfenfical palaver.”” 0 faying, be re- 
treated, leaving his miftrefe not at all difobliged 
at his plain-dealing. That fame evening the treaty 
of marriage was brought upon the canpet, and by 
means of Mr. Pickle and the lieutenant fettled 
to the fatisfaGtion of all parties, without the inter- 
vention of lawyers, whom Mr. Trunnion ex- 
prefsly excluded frem ail fhare in the bufinefs ; 
making that condition the aol ren A genes 
nary. of the whole agreement. Things being 

re “D 4. © pcought 
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‘brought to this bearing, Mrs. Grizzle’s heart di- 
Jated with joy; her health, which by the bye 
‘was never dangeroufly impaired, fhe recovered as 
if by inchantment, and a day being fixed for the 
nuptials, employed the fhort period of her celi- 
bacy in choofing ornaments. for the celebration of 
her entrance into the married ftate. 


CBAP. VIII 


Preparations are made for the commedore’s wed- 
ding, which is delayed by an accident that hur 
ried him the Lord knows whither, 


HE fame of this extraordinary conjunction 

fpread all over, the county; and on the 

. day appointed for their fpoufals, the church was 
Surrounded by an inconceivable multitude. The 
.commodore, ‘to give a fpecimen of his gallantry, 
. by the advice of his friend Hatchway, refolved 
-to appear on horfeback on the grand occafion, at 
_the head of all his male attendants, whom he had 
rigged with the white fhirts-and black caps for- 
.merly belonging to his barge’s crew; and he 
: bought a couple of hunters for the accommoda- 
tion of himfelf and his lieutenant. With this 
- equipage then he fet out from the garrifon for the 
church, after having difpatched a meffenger to 
- apprize the bride that he and his company were 
- mounted; whereupon fhe got immediately into 
the coach, accompanied by her brother and his 
wife, and drove dire€tly to the place of affigna- 
tion, where feveral pews were demolifhed, and 
divers perfons almoft preffed to death, by the ea- 
gernefs of the crowd that broke in to fee the ce- 
remony performed. ‘Thus arrived at the alrar, 
and the prieft in attendance, they waited a whole 
half 
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"Ralf hour for the commodore, at whofe flownefs 
they began to be under fome apprehenfion, and 
accordingly difmiffed a fervant to quicken his 
pace. The valet having rode’ fomething more 
than a mile, efpted the whole troop difpofed in a 
long field, croffing the road obliquely, and headed. 
by the bridegroom and his-friend Hatchway, who 
finding himfelf hindered by a: hedge from pro- 

ceeding farther in- the fame direction, fired a 

piftol, and ftood'over to the other fide, making 
an obtufe angle with the line of his former courfe ;. 
and the reft: of the fquadron followed his exam- 
ple, keeping always in the rear of each other,. 
like a flight of wild geefe. 

-. Surprized at this ftrange method of journeying, 

the meflenger came up, and told the commodore 

that his lady and her company expected him in 

the church, where they had tarried a confiderable 
time, and were beginning to be very uneafy at his 
delay ; and therefore defired he would proceed. 
with more expedition. To this meflage Mr.. 
Trunnion replied, ‘*‘ Hark ye, brother, don’t’ 
yau fee we make all poffible fpeed? go back and* 
tell thofe who fent you, that the wind has fhifted: 
fince we weighed anchor, and that we are obliged’ 
to make very fhort trips in tacking, by reafon of' 
the narrownefs.of the channel; and that: as we” 
lie within fix points of the wind, they muft: 
make fome allowance for variation and leeway.’”’ 
s© Lord, Sir! faid the valet,. what occafion have’ 
you to go zig zag in that manner? Do but clap: 
fpurs to your horfes, and ride ftraight forward, 

and I'll engage you fhall-be at the church porch: 
in ‘lefs than a quarter of an hour.”? ‘* What! 
right in the wind’seye? anfwered the commanders 


ahey ! brother, where did youjlearn your naviga~ 
del D tion 
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tion? Hawfer Trunnijon is not to be taught at 
this time of day how to lie his courfe, or keep 
his own reckoning. And as for you, brother, 
you know beft the trim of your own frigate.” 
The courier finding he had to do with people 
who would not be eafily perfuaded out of their 
Own opinions, returned to the temple, and made a 
report of what he had feen and heard, to the aoe 
{mall confolation pf the bride, who had begun to 
difcover fome figns of difquiet. Compofed, how- 
ever, by this piece of intelligence, fhe-exerted her 
patience for the {pace of another half hour, dur- 
ing which period feing no bridegfoom arrive, 
fhe was exceedingly alarmed ; fo that all the {pec- 
tators could eafily perceive her perturbation, which 
manifefted itfelf in frequent palpitations, heart- 
heavings, and alterations of countenance, in fpite 
of the-affiflance of a fmelling-bottde which the 
inceflantly applied to ber noftrils. 

Various were the conjectures of the company 
on this occafion : fome imagined he bad miftaken 
the place of rendezvows, as he had never been at 
church fince he firft fettled in that parifh ; others 
believed he had met with fome accident, in con- 
fequence of which his atteadants had casried him 
back to his own houfe ; and a third fet, in which 
the bride herfelf was thought to be. comprehended, 
could not help fufpeSing that the cammodore had 
changed his mind. But all thefe fuppofiticns, 
ingenious as they were, happened to be wide of 
‘the true caufe that detained him, which was ne 
other than this‘ the commodore and his crew 
had by dint of turning, almoft weathered the 
parfon’s boufe that ftcod to windwaid of the 
church, when the notes of a pack of hounds un- 
luckily reached the cars of the two hunters which 

Trup- 
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Truosion and the lieutenant beftrode. Thefe fleet 
animals no fooner heard the enlivening found,. 
-than eager for the chace they fprung away all of = 
fudden, and {training every nerve to partake of 
-the fport, flew acrofs the fields with incredible 
fpeed,. overleaping hedges and ditches, and every 
‘thing in their way, without the leaft regard to: 
‘their unfortunate riders. The lieutenant, whofe 
fteed had got the heels of the other, finding it 
would be great folly and prefumption in him to- 
‘pretend to keep the faddle with his wooden leg,, 
very wifely took the opportunity of throwin 
himfelf off in his paflage through a field of ‘ich. 
clover, among which he lay at his eafe; and 
feeing his captain advancing at full gallop, hailed: 
him with the falutation of “ What chear? ho!” 
The commodore, whowasin infinite diftrefs, eying- 
him afkance, as he paffed, replied with a faul-- 
tering voice, ** O damn ye! you are fafe at am 
anchor; I with to God I were as faft moored.’” 
Neverthelefs, confcious of his difubled heel, he: 
would not venture to try the fame experiment 
which had fucceeded. fo well with Hatchway, but: 
refolved to ftick as clofe as poffible to his horfe’s: 
back, until providence fhould interpofe in his be-. 
half. With this view he dropped his. whip, and: 
with his right hand laid faft hold on the pummel,. 
contracting every mufcle in his: body to fecure 
himfelf in the feat, and grinning moft formidably, 
in. confequence of this exertion. Jn this attitude 
he was hurried ona confiderable way, when alb 
of a fudden his view was comforted by a five bar 
gate that appeared before him, as he never doubt- 
ed that there the career of his hunter muft ne- 
ceffarity end. But, alas! he reckoned without Hee 


hott; far from hilting at this obftructicn, t 
| D6 hor{e 
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_horfe fprung over it with amazing agility, to the 
utter confufion and diforder of his owner, who 
loft his hat and periwig in the leap, and now be- 
gan to think in good earneft, that he was actually 
mounted on the back of the devil. He recom- 
mended. himfelf to God, his refle&tion forfook 
‘him, his eye-fight and all his other fenfes failed, 
he quitted the reins, and faftening by inftin@ on 
the mane, was in this condition conveyed into the 
midft of the fportfmen, who were aftonifhed: at 
the fight of fuch an apparition. Neither was their 
furprize to.be wondered at, if we reflect on the 
figure that prefented itfelf to their view. ‘The 
commodore’s perfon was at all times an object of 
admiration ;. much more fo on this occafion, 
-when every fingularity was aggravated by the cirr 
cumftances of his drefs and difafter. 

_ He had put on in honour of his nuptials his beft 
coat of blue broad cloth, cut by a taylor of Ramf- 
gate, and trimmed with five dozen of brafs but- 
tons, large and fmall; his breeches were of the 
fame piece,. faftened at the knees with large 
bunches of tape; his waiftcoat was of red pluth 
Japelled with green velvet, and garnifhed with 
vellum holes; his boots bore an intimate refem- 
blance both in colour and fhape to a pair of Jea- 
thern. buckets; his fhoulder was graced with a 
broad buff belt, from whence. depended a huge 
hanger with a hilt like that of a backfword; and 
on each fide of his pummel appeared a rufty pif~ 
tol rammed in a cafe covered with bear-fkin. 
The lofs of his tye-periwig and laced hat, which 
were curlofities of the kind, did not at all contri- 
bute to the improvement of the picture, but on 
the contrary, by exhibiting his bald pate, andthe » 
natural extenfion of his lanthorn jaws, added to. 
toe the 
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the peculiarity and extravagance of the whole. 
Such a fpeétacle could not have failed of di- 
verting the whole company from the chace, had 
_ his. horfe thought .proper to. purfue a: different 
route, but the beaft was too keen a fporter to 
-Choofe any other way than that which the ftag 
‘followed ; and therefore, without ftopping to gra- 
tify the curiofity of the fpeCtators, he in a few mi- 
nutes outftripped every hunter in the field; and 
there being a deep-hollow way betwixt him and 
-the hounds, rather than ride round: about the 
length of a furlong toa path that crofled the lane, 
he tranfported himfelf at one jump, to the un- 
fpeakable aftonifhment.and terror of a waggoner 
who chanced.to be underneath, and faw this phe- 
nomenon fly over his carriage. ~This.was not the 
only adventure he atchieved. ‘The-ftag having 
taken a deep river that lay in his way, every man 
direSted his courfe to a bridge in the neigh- 
bourhood ; but our bridegroom’s courfer defpifing 
all. fuch conveniences, plunged into the ftream 
without hefitation, and fwam in a twinkling to 
the oppofite fhore. This fudden immeriion into 
an element. of: which ‘Trunnion was properly a 
native, in all. probability helped to recruit the 
exhaufted fpirits of his rider, who at his landing 
on the other fide gave fome tokens of fenfation, 
by hollowing aloud for affiftance, which he could 
not poffibly receive, becaufe his horfe ftill main- 
tained the advantage he had gained, and. would 
not allow himfelf to be overtaken. 

In fhort, after a long chace that lafted feveral 
hours, and extended to a dozen miles at leaft, he 
was the firft in at the death of the deer, being fe- 
conded by the licutenant’s gelding, which sues 
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by the Same fpirit, had, without a rider, followed 
.bis.companion’s example. 

\Our bridegream finding himfelf at laft brought 
mp, orin other wonds, at the ead of his career, 
took rhe opportunity of this firft paufe, to defire 
the untimen svould lend him a hand in-dif~ 
amounting; and was by their condefcenfion fafely 
placed on the grads, where he fat flaring at the 
company as they came in, with fyuch wildnefs of 
aftonifbment in his looks, as if he had been a 
creatune of another fpecies, dropt among them 
from the clouds. 

Before they had flefhed the hounds, however, 
he recolleéted bimfelf, and feeing one of tbe 
fportfmen take a fmall flafk out of his pocket and: 
apply it to his mouth, judged the cordial to be no: 
other than neat Coniac, which it really was; and 
exprefling a defire of participation, was immedi- 
ately accommodated with a moderate dofe, which 
pertectly compleated his reeovery. 

By this time he and his two horfes had en- 
grofied the attention of the whole crowd ; while 
fome admired the elegant proportion and un- 
common fpirit.of the two animals, the reft cone 
templated the furprifing appearance of their ma- 
fter, whom before they had only feen ex paffant 5. 
and at length, one of the gentlemen, accofting 
him very courteoufly, fignified his wonder at 
feeing him in fuch an equipage, and afked if he 
had not dropped this companion by the way. 
<< Why, look ye, brother, (replied the com- 
modore) mayhap you think me an odd fort of a 
fellow, Seeing me in this trim, efpecially as I 
have loft pa:t of my rigging ; but this here is the: 
cafe, d’ye fee: | weighed anchor from.my own. 
houfe this morning at ten A. M, with fair wea-. 

ther, 
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ther, and a favourable breeze at fouth fouth- 
eaft, being bound to the next church, on the 
vayage of matrimony: but howfomever, we had 
mot run down a quarter of a league, when the 
wind dhifting, blowed dire&ily in our teeth; fo | 
that we were forced to tack all the way, d’ye fee, 
and had almeft beat up within fight of port, 
when thefe fons of bitches of horfes, which I 
bad bought but two days before (for my own 
part, I believe they are devils incarnate) luffed 
round in a trice, and then refufing the helm, 
drove away like lightning with me and my licu- 
tenant, who foon came to anchor in an exceed= 
iag good birth. As for my own part, I have 
been carried over rocks, and flats, and quick- 
fands ; among which I have pitched away a fpe- 
eial good tye-periwig, and an iron-bound hat ; 
and at laft, thank God! am got into fmooth wa- 
ter and fafe riding: but éf ever I venture my car- 
cafe upon fuch a hare’um fcare’um blood of a 
bitch again, my name is not Hawler Trannion, 
d—n my eyes!” 

One of the company, ftruck with this name, 
which he had often heard, immediately Jaid hold 
on his declaration at the clofe of this fingular ac- 
count; and obferving that his horfes were very 
vicious, afked how he intended to return? <**As 
for that matter, (replied Mr. Trunnion) I am 
re{Llved to hire a fledge or waggon, or fuch a 
thing as a jack-afs; for I'll be d—n’d if ever I 
crofs the back of a horfe again.” ‘* And what 
do you propofe to do with thefe creatures? (faid 
the other, pointing to the hunters) they feem to 
have fome anettle ; but then they are ‘meer colts, 
and will take the devil and all of breaking. 


Methinks this hither one, is Gyoulder-fipped-” 
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*¢ Damn them, (cried the commodore) I with 
both their necks were broke, thof the two coft 
me forty good yellow-boys.” ‘* Forty guineas! 
(exclaimed the ftranger, who-was a fquire anda 
jocky, as well as owner of the pack) Lord! 
Lord! how a man may be impofed upon! Why, 
thefe cattke are clumfy enough to go to plow: 
mind what a flat counter; do but obferve: how 
fharp this here one is in the withers ; then he’s 
fired in the further fetlock.” In fhort,. this con- 
- noifleur in horfe-flefh, having difcovered in them 
all the defeéts which can poffibly be found in that 
fpecies of animals, offered to give him ten gui- 
neas for the two, faying, he would convert them 
into beafts of burthen. ‘The owner, who (after 
what had happened) wag very well difpofed to 
liften to any thing: that was faid to their preju- 
dice, implicitly believed the truth of the. ftran- 
ger’s afleverations, difcharged a furious volley 


of oaths againft the rafcal who had taken him. 


in, and forthwith ftruck a bargain with. the 


{quire, who paid him inftantly for his purchafe ;. 
in confequence of which he won the plate at the 


next Canterbury races. 


This affair being tranfaéted to the mutual fa-. 

. tisfaction of both parties, as well as to the gene-. 
ral entertainment of the company, who laughed ° 

in their fleeves at the dexterity of their friend,. 

Trunnion was fet. upon the fquire’s own horfe, . 


and led by his fervant in the midft of this: caval- 


cade, which proceeded toa neighbouring village, . 


where they had befpoke dinner, and where our 


bridegroom found means to provide himfelf with . 


another hat and wig. With regard to his mar- 


riage, he bore his difappointment with the tem-- 


per of a philofopher ; and the exercife he had 
x of under- 


ee 
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‘undergone having quickened his appetite, fat 


down at table in the midft of his new acquaint- 
ance, making a very hearty meal, and moiftening 


every morfel with a draught of the ale, which 


he found very much to his fatisfaCtion. 


CHAP. IX. 


He is found by the lieutenant; reconduéted to his 


own boufe; married to Mrs. Grizzle, who meets 
with a {mall misfortune in the night, and afferts 
her prerogative next morning.; in confequence of 
which her husband’ s eye is endangered. 


) E AN. while’ lieutenant Hatchway made _ 
fhift to hobble to the church, where he 


_informed the company of what had happened to 


the commodore; and the bride behaved with 
great decency on the occafion ; for, as foon as 
fhe underftood the danger to which her future: 


-hufband was expofed, fhe fainted in the arms of 


her fifter-in-law, to the furprize of all the fpec- | 
tators, who could not comprehend the caufe of 


_her diforder ; and when fhe was recovered hy 
the application of fmelling- bottles, earneftly 
begged that Mr. Hatchway and Tom Pipes would 


take her brother’s coach, and go in queft of 


_ their commander. 


This tafk they readily undertook, being efcorted 
by all the reft of his adherents on horfeback ; 
while the bride and. her friends were invited to 
the parfon’s houfe, and the cereraony deferred 
till another occafion. | . 

The lieutenant, fteering his courfe as near the 
line of dire€tion in which Trunnion went off as 


. the coach-road, would permit, got intelligence of 
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his track from one farm-houfe to another; fer 
fuch an apparition could not fail of attraGting par- 
ticular notice; and one ef the horfemen haviag 
picked up his hat and wig in a bye-path, the whole 
troop entered the village where he was ladged, 
about four o’clock in the afternoon. When they 
underftood he was fafely houfed at the George, 
they rode yp to the door in a body, and exprefled 
their fatisfaction in three chears ; which were re- 
turned by the company within, as foon as they 
were inftruG@ed in the nature of the falute by 
‘Trunnion, who by this time had entered into 
all the jollity ef his new friends, and was indeed 
_more than half-feas over. The lieutenant was 
introduced to all prefent as his fworn brother, 
and had fomething tofled up for his dinner. T’om 
Pipes and the crew were regaled in another room $ 
and 4 frefh pair of horfes being put to the coach, 
about fix in the evening the commodore, with 
all his attendants, departed for the garrifon, after 
having thook hands with every individual in the 
houfe. 

Without any farther accident he was con- 
veyed in fafety to his own gate before nine, and 
committed to the eare of Pipes, who carried him 
inffantly to his hammock, while the lieutenant 
was driven away te the place where the bride and 
her friends remained.in great anxiety, which va- 
nifhed when he affured them that his commodore 
was fafe, being fucceeded by abundance of mirth 
and pleafantry at the account he gave of Trun- 
‘nion’s adventure. 

_- Another day was fixed for the nuptials; and, 
in order to baulk the curiofity of idle people, 
which had given great offence, the parfon was 
prevailed upon ¢o perform the ceremony in the 

gar- 
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garrifon, which all that day was adorned with 
fags and pendants difplayed, and at night illumi- 
nated by the dire&tion of Hatchway, who alfo 
ordered the patersroes to be fired as foon as the 
marriage knot was tied. Neither were the other 
parts of the entertainment neglected by this inge- 
nious contriver, who preduced undeniable proofs 
. of his elegance and art in the wedding-fupper, 
‘which had been committed to his management 
and dire&tion. This general banquet was in- 
tirely compofed of fea-dithes 7 a huge pillaw, 
confifting of a large piece of beef fliced, a couple 
of fowls, and half a peck of tice, fmoaked in 
the middle of the board: a difh of hard fifth 
fwimming in oil appeared at each end, the fides 
being furnifhed with a mefs of that favoury com- 
pofition known by the name of 4ob’s courfe, and 
a plate of falmagundy. The’ fecond courfe dif- 
played a goofe of a monftrous magnitude, flanked 
with two Guinea-hens, a pig barbecu’d, an hock 
of falt pork in the midft ef a peafe-pudding, a 
Jeg of mutton roafted, with potatoes, and another 
boiled, with yams. ‘The third fervice was made 
up of a loin of frefh pork with apple-fauce, a kid 
Sncthered with onions, and a terrapin baked in 
the fhell: and laft of all, a prodigious fea-pye 
was prefented, with an infinite volume of pan- 
cakes and fritters. “That every thing might be 
anfwerable to the magnificence of this delicate 
feaft, he had provided vat quantities of {trong 
beer, flip, rumbo, and burnt brandy, with plenty 
of Barbadoes water for the ladies ; and hired all 
the fiddles within {1x miles, who, with the addi- 
tion of a drum, bag-pipe, and Welch-harp, re- 
galed the guefts with a moft melodious concert. 
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The company, who were not at all exceptious,. 
feemed. extremely well pleafed with every parti- 
cular of the entertainment ; and the evening be- 
ing fpent in the moft focial manner, the bride 
was by her fifter conducted to- her apartment, 
where, however, a trifling circumftance had like 
to have deftroyed the harmony which had. been 
hitherto maintained. | 

I have already obferved, that there was not 
.one ftanding bed within the walls ; therefore the 
reader will not wonder that Mrs. Trunnion 
was out of humour, when fhe found herfelf un+ 
der the neceffity of being confined with her-fpoufe 
in a hammock,,. which tho’ enlarged witha dow 
ble portion of canvas, and dilated with a. yoke 
for the occafion, was. at beft but a difagreeable, 
not to fay dangerous fituation. She accordingly 
complained with fome warmth. of..this inconve- 
nience, which fhe imputed to difrefpe€t, and at 
firft abfolutely refufed to put up with the expe- 
dient: but Mrs, Pickle foon brought her to rea- 
-fon and compliance, by obferving that one-night | 
would foon be elapfed,. and next day fhe might 
regulate her own oeconomy.- e 
_ Thus perfuaded, fhe.ventured into the vehicle, 
and was vifited by her hufband in lefs than an 
hour, the company being departed to-their own 
homes, and the garrifon left to the command of 
his lieutenant and mate. But it feems the hooks 
that fupported.this {winging couch were. not ealcu- 
lated for the addition of weight which they were 
now deftined to bear ; and therefore gave way in 
the middle of the night, to the no finall terror of 
Mrs. Trunnion, who perceiving herfelf falling, 
{creamed aloud, and by that exclamation brought 
Hlatchway with a light into the chamber, Tho” 
* s fhe. 
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fhe had received no injury by the fall fhe was 
extremely difcompofed and incenfed at the acci- 
dent, which fhe even openly afcribed to the ob- 
ftinacy and whimifical oddity of the commodore, 
in fuch petulant terms as evidently declared that 
fhe thought her great aim accomplifhed, and her 
authority fecured againft all the fhocks of fortune. 
Indeed her bedfellow feemed to be of the fame. 
opinion, by his tacit refignation; for he made no 
reply to her infinuations, but with a moft vinegar’ 
afpect crawled out of his neft, and betook him- 
felf to reit in another apartment, while his irri- 
tated fpoufe difmiffed the lieutenant, and from 
the wreck of the hammock made an occafional 
bed for herfelf on the floor, fully determined to 
provide better accommodation for next night’s _ 
lodging. : 
Having no inclination to fleep, her thoughts 
during the remaining part of the night were en- 
profied by a fcheme of reformation fhe was re- 
folved to execute in the family ; and no fooner 
did the firft lark bid falutation to the morn, than 
ftarting from her humble couch, and huddling on 
her cloaths, fhe fallied from her chamber, ex-: 
plored her way thro’ paths before unknown, and’ 
in the courfe of her refearches perceived a large 
bell, to which fhe made fuch effe€tual application 
as alarmed every foul in the family. In a mo- 
ment fhe was furrounded by Hatchway, Pipes, 
and all the reft of the fervants half drefled; but — 
feeing none of the feminine gender appear, fhe 
began to ftorm at the floth and lazinefs of the 
maids, who, fhe obferved, ought to have been 
at work an hour at leaft before fhe called; 
and then, for the firft time, underftood that no 
woman was permitted to fleep within the aa 
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She did not fail to exclaim againft this regula- 


tion; and being informed that the cook and. 


chambermaid lodged in a fmall office-houfe that 
ftood without the gate, ordered the draw-bridge 
to be let down, and in perfon beat up their 
quarters, commanding them forthwith to fet 
about feouritg the rooms, which had not been 
hitherto képt in a very decent condition, while 
two men were immediately employed to tran{port 
the bed on which fhe ufed to lie from her bro- 
ther’s houfe to her new habitation ; fo that, in 
lefs than two hours, the whole oeconomy of the 
garrifon was turned topfy-turvy, and every thing 
involved in fuch tumult and noife, that Trunnion 
being difturbed and dittracted with the uproar, 
turned out in his fhirt like a frantic maniac, and 
arming himfelf with a cudgel of crab-tree, made 
an irruption into his wife’s apartment, where 
perceiving a couple of carpenters at work, in 
joining a bedftead, he, with many dreadful oaths 
and opprobrious invectives, ordered them to de- 
fift, {wearing he would fuffer no bulk-heads nor 
hurricane-houfes to ftand where he was matter: 
but finding his remonftrances difregarded by thefe 
mechanics, who believed him to be fome mad- 
man belonging to the family, who had broke 
from his confinement, he affaulted them both 
with great fury and indignation, and was handled 
fo roughly in the encounter, that in a very fhort 
time he mea(ured his length on the floor, in con- 
fequence of a blow that he received from a ham- 
mer, by which the fight of his remaining eye 
‘was grievoufly endangered. 

Having thus reduced him to a ftate of fub- 
jeCtion, they refolved to fecure him with cords, 
and were actually bufy in adjufting his fetters, 

a. when 
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when he was exempted from. the difgrace by 
the accidental entrance of his fpoufe, who refcued 
him from the hands of his adverfaries, and, in 
the midft of her condolance, imputed his misfor- 
tune to the inconfiderate roughnefs of his own 
difpofition. ; 

He breathed nothing but revenge, and made 
fome efforts to chaftife the infolence of the work- 
men, who, as foon as they underftood his qua~ 
lity, afked forgiveriefs for what they had done 
with great humility, protefting that they did not 
know he was mafter of the houfe. But, far 
from being fatisfied with this apology, he groped - 
about for the bell, (the inflammation on his eye 
having utterly deprived him of fight) and the 
rope being, by the precaution of the delinquents, 
conveyed out of his reach, began to ftorm with 
incredible vociferation, like a lion roaring in the 
toil, pouring forth innumerable oaths and exes 
crations, and calling by name Hatchway and 
Pipes, who being within hearing, obeyed the ex- 
traordinary fummonhs, ahd were ordered to put 
the carpenters in irons, for having audacioufly 
affaulted him in his own houfe. 

His myrntidons feeing he had been evil-intreat- 
ed, were exafperated at the infult he had fuffered, 
which they confidered as an affront upon the dig~ 
nity of the garrifon; the more fo, as the muti- 
neers feemed to put themfelves in a pofture of 
defence, and fet their authority at defiance: they 
therefore unfheathed their cutlaffes, which they 
commonly wore as badges of their commiffian 5 
and a defperate engagement, in all probability, 
would have enfued, had not the lady of the caftle 
interpofed, and prevented the effects of their 
ahimofity, by afluring the lieutenant that the 

com- 
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commodore had been the aggreffor ; and that the 
workmen, finding themfelves attacked in fuch an- 
extraordinary manner, by a -perfon whom they 
did not know, were obliged to act in their own 
defence, by which he had received that unlucky 
contufion. 
. Mr, Hatchway no fooner learnt the fenti- 
ments of Mrs, Trunnion, than fheathing his in- 
dignation, he told the commodore he fhould always. 
be ready to execute his lawful commands; but 
that he could not in confcience be concerned in- 
opprefling poor people who had been guilty of no 
offence. 
_ This unexpected declaration, together with the 
behaviour of his wife, who in his hearing de- 
fired the carpenters to refume their work, filled 
the breaft of ‘Trunnion with rage and mortifica- 
tion. He pulled off his woollen night-cap, pum- 
melled his bare pate, beat the floor alternately 
with his feet, {wore his people had betrayed him, . 
and curfed himfelf to the loweft pit of hell, for 
having admitted fuch a cockatrice into his family. 
But all thefe exclamations did not avail; they 
were among the laft eflays of his ‘reliftance to. 
the will of his wife, whofe influence among his 
adherents had already {wallowed up his own ; 
and who now peremptorily told him, that he. 
mutt leave the management of every thing within. 
‘doors to her, who underftood beft what was for 
his honour and advantage. She then ordered a 
poultice to be prepared for his eye, which being. 
applied, he was committed to the care of Pipes, 
by whom he was led about the houfe like a blind 
bear growling for prey, while his induftrious 
yoke-fellow executed every circumftance of the 
plan fhe had projected ; fo that, when he re- 
covered’ 
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wovered his vifion, he was an utter Rranger in his 
own houfe. 


CHAP. X. 


‘Lhe commodore being in fome cafes reftif, his lady 
bas recourfe to artifice in the eftablifoment of her 
throne; foe exhibits fymptoms of pregnancy, te 
the unfpeakable joy of Trunnion, who neverthe~ 
lefs is baulked in his expeliation. 


HESE innovations were not effected with- 

out many loud objections on his part ; and 

divers curious dialogues pafled between him and 
his yoke-fellow, who always came off vi@orious 
from the difpute ; infomuch that his countenance 
gradually fell; he began to fupprefs, and at length 
intirely devoured his chagrin; the terrors of fu> 
perior authority were plainly perceivable in his 
features, and in lefs than three months he bee 
came a thorough-paced hufband. Not that his 
obftinacy was extinguifhed, tho’ overcome ; in 
fome things he was as inflexible and muleifh as 
ever, but then he durft not kick fo openly, and 
was reduced to the neceflity of being paffive in 
his refentments. Mrs. Trunnion, for example, 
propofed that a coach and fix fhould be pur 
chafed, as fhe could not ride on horfeback, and 
the chaife was a fcandalous carriage for a perfon 
of her condition; the commodore, conf{cious of 
his own inferior capacity in point of reafoning, 
did not think proper to difpute the propofal, but 
lent a deaf ear to her repeated remonftrances, 
tho’ they were inforced with every argument 
which fhe thought could footh, terrify, fhame or 
decoy him into compliance: in vain did fhe urge 
the excefs of affeGtion fhe) had for him, as me- 
VoL. | E sing 
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viting fome return of tendernefs and condefcen~ 
dion ; he was even proof againft certain menacing 
hints fhe gave, touching the refentment of a 
Mlighted woman; and he ftood out againft all the 
econtiderations of dignity or difgrace, like a bul- 
wark of brafs. Neither was he moved to any 
indecent or unkind expreffions of contradiction, 
.even when fhe upbraided him with his fordid dif- 
pofition, and put him in mind of the fortune and 
shonour he had acquired by his marriage, -but 
feemed to retire within himfelf, like a tortoife 
when attacked, that fhrinks within its fhell, and 
Silently endure the fcourge of her reproaches, 
«without feeming fenfible of the fmart. 

This, however, was the only point in which fhe 
had been baffled fince her nuptials; and as fhe 
could by no means digeft the mifcarriage, fhe 
aortured her invention for fome new plan by 
ahich fhe might augment her influence and au- 
ahority: what her genius refufed was fupplied 
by accident ; for fhe had not lived four months in 
the garrifon when fhe was feized with frequent 
qualms and reachings, her breafts began to har- 
aien, and her ftomach to be remarkably promi- 
sient: in a word, fhe congratulated herfelf on 
the fymptoms of her own fertility, and the com- 
anodore was tranfported with joy, at the profpect 
af an heir of his own begetting. 

She knew this was the proper feafon for vindi- 
«ating her own fovereignty, and accordingly em- 
ployed the means which nature had put in her 
power, There was not a rare piece of furniture 
and apparel for which fhe did not long ; and one 
day as fhe went to church, feeing lady Stately’s 
€quipage arrive, fhe fuddenly fainted away. Her 
Faulband, whofe vanity had never been fo perfectly 
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‘gratified as with this promifed harveft of his own 
fewing, took the alarm immediately, and in or- 
der to prevent relapfes of that kind, which might 
be attended with fats! confequences to his hope, 
gave her leave to befpeak a coach, horfes and li- 
veries to her own liking. ‘Thus authorized, fhe 
in a very little time exhibited fuch a fpecimcn of 
her own tafte and magnificence as afforded fpecu- 
Jation to the whole county, and made Trun- 
nion’s heart quake within him, becaufe he fore- 
faw no limits to her extravagance, which alfo 
manifefted itfelf in the moft expenfive prepara- 
tions for her lying-in. 

Her pride, which had hitherto regarded the re- 
prefentative of her father’s houfe, feemed now to 
Jofe all that hereditary ‘refpect, and prompt her 
to outfhine and undervalue the elder branch of 
her family. She behaved to Mrs. Pickle witha 
fort of civil referve that implicd a confcious fu- 
periority, and an emulation in point of grandeur 
immediately commenced between the two filters. 
She every day communicated her importance to 
the whole parifh, under pretence of taking the air 
in her coach, and endeavoured to extend her ac- 
quaintance among people of fafhion. Nor was 
this an undertaking attended with great difficulty, 
for all perfons whatever, capable of maintaining 
a certain appearance, will always find admiftion 
into what is called the beft company, and be 
rated in point of character according to theirown 
valuation, without fuljcing their pretenfions to 
the fmalleft doubt or examination. In all her vi- 
fits and parties fhe fcized every opportunity of de- 
claring her prefent condition, obferving that fhe 
was forbid by her phyficians to tafte fuch a pickle, 
znd that fuch a difh was poifon to a woman in her 
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way: nay, where fhe was on a footing of fa- 
miliarity, fhe affected to make wry faces, and 
compliined that the young rogue began to be very 
unruly, writhing herfelf into divers contortions, 
as if fhe had been grievoufly incommoded by the 
mettle of this future Trunnion. The hufband 
himfelf did not behave with all the moderation 
that might have been expected; at the club he 
frequently mention’d this circumftance of his 
own vigour as a pretty fuccefsful feat to be per- 
formed by an old fellow of fifty-five, and con- 
firmed the opinion of his ftrength by redoubled 
{queezes of the Jandlord’s hand, which never 
failed of extorting a fatisfactory certificate of his 
might. When his companions drank to the Hans 
en kelderr, or Jack in the low cellar, he could 
not help difpleying an extraordinary complacence 
of countenance, and fignified his intention of 
fending the young dog to fea, as foon as he fhould 
be able to carry a cartridge, in hopes of feeing 
him an officer before his own death. 

This hope helped to confole him under the ex- 
traordinary expence to which he was expofed by 
the profufion of his wife, efpecially when he con- 
fidered that his compliance with her prodigality 


would be limited to the expiration of the nine ~ 


~months, of which the beft part was by this time 


C 


elapfed; yet in {pite of all this philofophical re- 
fignation, her fancy fometimes foared to fuch a 
ridiculous and intolerable pitch of infolence and 
abfurdity, that his temper forfook him, and he 
could not help wifhing in fecret, that her pride 
might be confounded in the diffipation of her moft 
flattering hopes, even tho’ he himfelf fhould be 
a principal fufferer by the difappointment. Thefe, 
however, were no other than the fuggeftions of 

tem- 
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temporary difgufts, that commonly fubfided as 
fuddenly as they arofe, and never gave the leaft 
difturbance to the perfon who infpired them, be- 
caufe he took care to conceal them carefully from 
her knowledge. 

Mean while fhe happily advanced in her reck- 
oning, with the promife of a favourable iffue; the 
term of her computation expired, and in the 
middle of the night fhe was vifited by certain 
warnings that feemed to befpeak the approach of 
the critical moment. The commodore got up 
with great alacrity, and called the midwife, who 
had been feveral days in the houfe; the goflips 
‘were immediately fummoned, and the moft in- 
terefting expectations prevailed ; but the fymp- 
toms of labour gradually vanifhed, and, as the 
matrons fagely obferved, this was no more than 
a falfe alarm. 

Two nights after they received a fecond inti- 
‘mation, and as fhe was fenfibly diminifhed in the 
‘waift, every thing was fuppofed to ‘be in a fair 
way; yet this vifitation was not more conclufive 
than the former; her pains wore off tn fpite of 
all her endeavours to encourage them, and the 
‘good women betook themfelves to their refpeCtive 
homes, in expectation of finding the third attack 
decifive, alluding to the well-known maxim, that 
number three is always fortunate. For once 
however, this apothegm failed; the next call was 
altogether as incffeCtual as the former; and 
moreover, attended with a phenomenon which 
to them was equally ftrange and inexplicable : 
this was no other than fuch a reduction in the 
fize of Mrs. Trunnion as might have been ex- 

efted afier the birth of a full-grown child. 
Er tled at fuch an unaccountable event, they fat 
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in clofe divan; and concluding that the cafe was- 


in all refpets unnatural and prodigious, defired 
that a meflenger might be immediately difpatched 
for fome male pradtitioner in the art of mid- 
wifery. 


The commodore, without guefling the caufe 


of their perplexity, ordered Pipes immediately on 
this piece of duty ; and in lefs than two hours 


they were affifted by the advice of a furgeon of 


.the neighbourhood, who boldly affirmed that the 
patient had never been with child. This affeve- 
ration was like a clap of thunderto Mr. Trun- 


nion, who had been during eight whole days and: 
nights in continual expectation of being hailed. 


with the appellation of father. 

After fome recolleGtion he fwore the fur- 
geon was an ignorant fellow, and that he would 
not take his word for what he advanced, being 
comforted and confirmed in his want of faith by. 
‘the infinuations of the midwife, who ftill per- 


fitted to feed Mrs, Trunnion with hopes of a. 


_fpeedy and fafe delivery ; obferving that fhe had 


. been concerned in many a cafe of the fame na 
ture, where a fine child was found, even after. 


all figzns of the mother’s pregnancy had. difap- 
peared, Every. twig of hope, how flender fo- 
ever it may be, is eagerly caught hold on by 
people who find themfelves in danger of being 
‘difappointed. To every queftion propofed by her 
to the lady with the preamble of ** Han’t you 7? 
or “* Don’t you ?”? an anfwer was made in the af- 
firmative, whether agreeable to truth or not, be- 
caufe the refpondent could not find in her heart 
to difown any fymptom that might favour the 
ngiion fhe had fo long indulged, 


This_ 
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This experienced proficient in the obftetric’ 
art was therefore kept.in clofe attendance for the’ 
{pace of three weeks, during which: the patient 
had feveral returns of what fhe pleafed herfelf 
with believing to be labour-pains, till at-length 
fhe and her hufband became the ftanding joke of 
the parifh; and this infatuated couple could fcarce- 
be prevailed upon to part with their hopes, even- 
when. fhe appeared as lank as a greyhound, and: 
they were furnifhed with other unqueflionable 
proofs of their having been deceived.. But they 
could not for ever remain under the influence of: 
this fweet delufion, which at laf faded away, and 
was fucceeded by a paroxifm of fhame and con-- 
fufion, that kept the hufband within doors for the’ 
{pace of a-whole fortnight,. and confined his lady 
to her bed for a feries: of weeks, during which: 
fhe fuffered all. the anguifh of. the moft intenfe 
mortification yet even.this was fubdued by the 
lenient hand- of time. 

The firft refpite from: her chagrin was em-- 
ployed in the ftrict- difcharge of what are called the 
duties of religion, which fhe performed with the 
moft rancorous feverity,- fetting on foot a perfe- 
cution in her own. family, that made the house 
too hot for all the menial: fervants, even ruffled 
the almoft invincible indifference of Tom Pipes,- 
harrafled the commodore himlelf out of all pa- 
tience, and’ fpared no individual but lieutenant: 
Hatchway, whom fhe never ventured to dife- 
oblige. 
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CHAP. XI 


drs. Trunnion ereéis a tyranny in the garrifor, 
while her husband conceives an affetion for hrs 
nephew Perry, who manife/ts a pecuarity of 
di/pofition even tn bis tender years. 


AVING exercifed herfelf three months 
in fuch pious amufements, fhe appeared 
again in the world; but her misfortune had made 
fuch an impreffion on her mind, that fhe could 
not bear the fight of a child, and trembled when- 
ever the. converfation happened to turn upon a 
chriftening. Her temper, which was naturally 
none of the {weeteft, feemed to have imbibed a 
double proportion of fouring from her difap- 
pointment ; of confequence her company was 
mot much coveted, and fhe found very few peoe 
ple difpofed to treat her with thofe marks of con- 
fideration which fhe looked upon as her due. 
“This neglect detached her from the fociety of an 
unmannerly world ; fhe concentred the energy of 
all her talents in the government of her own 
houfe, which groaned accordingly under her ar- 
bitrary, {way, and in the brandy-bottle found 
ample confolation for all the affliction fhe had 
undergone. pO 
As for the commodore, he in a little time wea- 
thered his difgrace, after having fuftained many 
fevere jokes from the lieutenant ; and now his 
chief aim being to be abfent from his own houfe 
as much as poilible, he frequented the publick- 
houfe more than ever, more affiduoufly cultivated 
the friendthip of his brother-in-law Mr. Pickle, 
and in the courfe of their intimacy conceived an 
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affection for his nephew Perry, which did not 
end but with his life. Indeed it muft be owned 
that T’runnion was not naturally deficient in the 
focial paffions of the foul, which, tho’ they were 
ftrangely warped, difguifed and overborne by the 
circumftances of his boifterous life and educa~ 
tion, did not fail to manifeft themfelves occa- 
fionally thro’ the whole courfe of his behaviour. 
Asall his hopes of propagating his own name 
had perifhed, and his relations lay under the in- 
terdi€tion of his hate, it is no wonder that thro’ 
the familiarity and friendly intercourfe fubfifting. 
between him and Mr. Gamaliel, he contracted a 
liking for the boy, who by this time entered the 
third year of his age, and was indeed a very 
handfome, healthy and promifing child ; and what 
feemed to ingratiate him ftill more with his un- 
ele, was a certain oddity of difpofition for which 
he had been remarkable even from his cradle. It 
is reported of him, that before the firft year-of 
his infancy was elapfed, he ufed very often, im- 
mediately after being dreffed, in the midft of the 
eareffes which were beftowed upon him by his 
mother while fhe indulged herfelf in the contem- 
plation of her own happinefs, all of a fudden to 
‘alarm her with a fit of fhrieks and cries, which 
eontinued with great violence till he was ftripped 
to the fkm with the utmoft expedition by order 
of his affrighted parent, who thought his tender 
body was tortured by the mifapplicatron of fome 
unlucky pin ; and when he had given them alk 
this difturbance and unneceffary trouble, he would 
lie fprawling and laughing in their faces, as if 
he ridiculed the impertinence of their concern. 
Nay it is affirmed, that one day, when an old 
woman who attended in the nurfery had b¥ 
: 5 , feaks 
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{tealth conveyed a bottle of cordial: waters to. 
her mouth, he pwiled.his nurfe by the fleeve, 

and by a. flight glance deteGting the theft, 

tipt her the wink with a particular flynefs of 
countenance, as if he had faid with a fneer, 

“© Ay, ay, that is what you mutt all come to.” 
But thefe inftances of refleétion in a babe nine 

months old are fo incredible, that I look upon 

them as ex fof? facto obfervations, founded upon 

imaginary recolle€tion, when he was in a more 

advanced age, and his peculjarities of temper be: 

came much more remarkable: of a piece with the 

ingenious difcoveries of thofe fagacious obfervers,. 
who can difcern fomething evidently character- 

ift cin the features of any noted perfonage whole 

chara@ter they have previoufly heard explained 5 

yet, without pretending to fpecify at what period. . 
of his childhood this fingularity firft appeared, I 

can with great truth declare, that when he firft. 
attracted the notice and affection, of his uncle, it 

was plainly perceivab'e. 

One would imagine he. had marked out the 
commodore as a proper object of ridicule, for, 
aimoft all .his. little childifh fatire was levelled 
againft him. I will not deny that he might have, 
been influenced in this particular by the example 
and inftruction of Mr. Hatchway, who delighted, 
in fuperintcending the firft effays of his genius. 
As the gout had taken up its refidence in Mrw 
Trunnion’s.great toe, from whence It. never re- 
moved, no not for.a day, litde Perry took great 
pleafute in treading by accident on this infirm 
member ; and when. his uncle, incenfed by the 
pain, ufed ta damn him for ahell;begotten brat, 
he would appeafe him in a twinkling by return-. 
ing the curlé with; equal. emphafis, and afking, 
what was the matter withold Hannibal Tou eh? . 
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an appellation by which the lieutenant had taughe’ 
him to diftinguifh this grim commander. 

Neither was this the only experiment - he tried | 
upon the patience-of the commodore, with whofe 
nofe he ufed to take indecent freedoms even 
while he was fondled on his knee ; in one month 
he put him to the expence of two guineas in 
feal-(kin, by picking his pocket of divers tobacco ' 
pouches, all of which he in fecret committed to 
the flames. Nor did the caprice of his difpo-_ 
fition abitain from the favourite beverage of | 
Trunnion, who more than. once {wallowed a- 
whole draught in which his brother’s fiuff-bex 
had been emptied, before he perceived the dif- 
agreeable infuficn: and one day, when the com- 
modore had chattifed him by a gentle tap with his 
cane, he fell flaton the floor as if he had been: 
deprived..of all fenfe and motion, to the terror 
and amazement of the ftriker ; and after having 
filled the whole houfe with confufion and difmay, - 
opened his eyes and laughed heartily at the fuce - 
cefs of his own impofition. . 

It would be an endlefs and perhaps no very 
agreeable tafk, to enumerate all the unlucky - 
pranks he played upon his. uncle and others, be- 
fore he attained.the-fourth year of his age; about : 
which time he. was. fent, with an attendant, toa 
day-f{choo] in the neighbourhood, that .(to ufe 
his good mother’s own expreflion) he might be | 
out of-harm’s way. Here, however, he made — 
little progrefs, except in mifchief, which he prac- 
tifed with impunity, becaufe the ‘fchool-milircts 
would run no rifk of difobliging a lady of for- 
tune, by exercifing unneceffary feverities upon 
her only child. Nevertnelefs Mrs. Pickle was 
not fo blindly partial as to be pleafed with fuch 
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unfeafonable indulgence. Perry was taken eut 
of the hands of this courteous teacher, and com- 
initted to the inftruCtion of a pedagogue, who 
was ordered to adminifter fuch correction as the 
boy fhould in his opimion deferve. This author 
rity he did not neglect to ufe; his pupil was re~ 
gularly flogged twice a-day, and after having been 
. fubjeCted to this courfe of difcipline for the fpace of 
eighteen months, declared the moft obftinate, dull 
and untoward genius that ever had fallen under his 
cultivation ; inftead of being reformed, he feemed 
yather hardened and confirmed in his vicious in- 
elinations, and was dead te all fenfe of fear as- 
well as fhame. His mother was extremely mor- 
tified at thefe fymptoms of ftupidity, which fhe 
confidered as an inheritance derived from the fpirit 
of his father, and confequently infurmountable 
by all the efforts of human care. But the com- 
modore rejoiced over the ruggednefs of his na- 
ture, and was particularly pleafed when upon in- 
-quiry he found that Perry had beaten all the boys: 
in the fchool; a circumftance from which he 
prognofticated every thing that was fair and. for- 
tunate in his future fate; obferving, that at his 
age he himfelf was juft fuch another. ‘The boy, 
who was now turned of fix, having profited fo 
little under the birch of his unfparing governor, 
Mrs. Pickle was counfelled-to fend him to a board- 
ing-{chool not far from London, which was kept 
by a certain perfon very eminent for his fuccefsful 
method of education. “This advice fhe the more 
readily embraced, becaufe at that time fhe found. 
herfelf pretty far gone with another child, that fhe 
hoped would conjole her for the difappointment fhe 
had met with in the unpromilfing talents of Perry, 
or at any rate divide her concern, fo as to enable 

her to endure the abfence ofveither, 
2. CHAP, 
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CHAP. XII. 


Peregrine is fent to a boarding-fchool, becomes res 
markable for bis genius and ambition. 


HE commodore underftanding her deter- 

mrinatién, to which her hufband did not 
venture to make the leaft objection, interefted 
himfelf fo much in behalf of his favourite, as to 
fit him out at his own charge, and accompany 
him in perfon to the place of his deftination’; 
where he defrayed the expence of his entrance, 
and left him to the particular care and infpection. 
ef the ufher, who having been recommended to: 
him asa perfon of parts and integrity, received. 
per advance a-handfome confideration. for the tafk 
he undertook. 

Nothing could be better judged than this piece 
of liberality ; the afiftant was actually a ‘man of 
learning, probity, and good fenfe; and though 
obliged by the fcandalous adminiftration of for- 
tune to act in the character of an inferior teacher, 
had by his fole capacity and application, brought 
the fchool to that degree of reputation which it 
never could have obtained from the talents of his 
fuperior. He had ettablifhed an ceconomy, which 
though regular, was not at all fevere, by enact- 
ing a body of laws fuited to the age and compre- 
henfion of every individual; and each tranfgreffor: 
was fairly tried by his peers, and punilhed accord- 
ing to the verdict of the jury. No boy was. 
fcourged for want of appreheifion, but a fpirit of 


‘emulation was raifed by well-timed praife and art- 


ful comparifon, and maintained by a dittributiom 


ef fmall prizes, which were adjudged to thofe who: 
fignalized 
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fiznalized themfeives either by their induftry, fo- 
briety or genius. ‘This tutor, whofe name was - 


Jennings, began with Perry, according to his 
conftant maxim, by examining the foil; that is, 
ftudying his temper, -in-order to confult the biafs 


of his difpofition, which was ftrangely perverted : 


by the abfurd ‘difcipline he had undergone, Fie 


found him in.a ftate of fullen infenfibilitv, which» 


the child had gradually contracted ina long courfe 
of ftupifying correction; and at firft he was not 
in the leaft actuated by that commendation which 


animated the reft of -his fchool-fellows ; nor was - 


it in the power of:reproach to excite his ambition, 
which had been buried,.as it were, in the grave 


of ‘difgrace: the ufher therefore had recourfe to - 
contemptuous negleét, with which he affected to - 


treat this ftubborn fpirit; forefeeing that if he re- 
tained any feeds of fentiment, this weather would 


infallibly raife them-into-vegetation : his judgment:: 
was juftified by the event; the boy ina little time » 
began to make obfervations;.he perceived the - 
marks of diftinétion: with which virtue was re- - 


warded, grew afhamed of the defpicable figure he 


himfelf nrade amongft his companions,: who far - 


from courting, rather: fhunned his. converfation 
and.actually pined at hisown want of importance. 

Mr. Jennings faw and rejoiced at -his.mortifl- 
cation, which he fuffered to proceed as far as pof+ 


frble, without endangering his health: The child | 
~ Joft all relith for diverfion, loathed his-food, grew | 


penfive, folitary, and was frequently found weep- 
ing by himfeif. “Chefe fymptoms plainly evinced 
the recovery of his feelings, .to which his gover- 
nor thought it now high time to make applica- 
tion; and therefore by little and little altered his 
behaviour from the indifference he had put on, te 
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the appearance of more regard and attention. 
This produced a favourable change in the boys 
whofe eyes fparkled. with fatisfaction one day,. 
when his matter exprc fled himfelf with-a thew of 
furprize in thefe words, ‘* So, Perry! I find you 
don’t want genius, when you think proper to ufe 
it.” Such encomiums kindied the fpirit of emu- 
lation in his little breaft ; he exerted himfelf with 
furprifing alacrity, by which he foon acquitted 
himfelf of the imputation of dullnefs, and obtained 
fundry honorary: filver pennies, .as acknowledge-. 
ments of- his application: his {choolfellows now 
follicited his friendfhip.as eagerly as. they had 
avoided it before. and in lef$ than a twelvemonth 
after his arrival, this fuppofed dunce was remark- . 
able for the brightnefs of his parts; having in 
that fhort period learnt to read Englifh perfeQly 
well, made great progrefs in writing, enabled 
himfelf tofpeak the i'rench language without he- 
fitation,, and.acquired fome knowledge in the ru- 
~diments of the Latin tongue. ‘The ufher did not 
fail to tranfmit an account of his proficiency to 
the commodore, who received it with tranfport, , 
and forthwith communicated the happy tidings to - 
the parerts. 
Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, who was never fubject 
to viclent emotions, heard them with a fort of 
phlegmatic fatisfaction that fcarce manifefted itfelf 
either in his. countenance or expreffions ; nor didi. 
the child’s mother break forth into that rapture | 
and admiration which might have been expected, 
when fhe underftood how much-the talents of her 
fir{t-born had exceeded the hope of- her warmeft 
imagination. Not but that fhe profeffed herfelf 
well pleafed with Perry’s reputation; though fhe 
ebferved thatin thefe commendations the sii was 
always - 
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always exaggerated by {chool-mafters, for theirown: 
intereft ; and pretended to wonder that the ufher 
had not mingled more probability with his praife. 
Trunnion was oftended at her imdifterence and 
want of faith, and believing that fhe refed toa 
much in her difcernment, fwore that Jennings. 
had declared the truth, and nothing but the 
truth; for he himfelf had prophecied from the 
beginning, that the boy would turn out a credit 
to his family. But by this time Mrs. Pickle was 
blefled with a daughter, whom fhe had brought 
into the world about fix months before the intel- 
ligence arrived; fo that her care and affection be- 
ing otherwife engroffed, the praife of Perry was 
the lefs greedily devoured. The abatement of her 
fondnefs was an advantage to his education, which. 
would have been retarded, and perhaps ruined by 
pernicious indulgence and prepofterous interpofi- 
tion, had her love confidered him as an only 
child ; whereas her concern being now diverted 
to another object that flared, at leaft, one half 
of her affection, he was left to the management 
of his preceptor, who tutored him according to 
his own plan, without any lett or interruption. 
Indeed all his fagacity and circumfpection were 
but barely fufficient to keep the young gentleman. 
in order; for now that he had won the palm of 
victory from his rivals in point of fcholarfhip, his. 
ambition dilated, and he was feized with the de- 
fire of fubjecting the whole fchool by the valour 
of hisarm. Before he could bring this projeét to: 
bear, innumerable battles were fought with vari- 
ous fuccefs; every day a bloody nofe and com- 
plaint were prefented againft him, and his owm 
vifage commonly bore fome livid marks of obfti- 
mate contention. At length, however, he ac- 
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eomplithed his.aim; his adverfaries were fubducd, 
his prowefs acknowledged, and he obtaineé the 
Jaurel in war as well as wit. Thus triumphant, 
he was intoxicated with fuccefs. His pride rofe in 
proportion to his power, and in fpite of all the 
endeavours of Jennings, who practifed every me~ 
thed he could invent for curbing his licentious 
conduct, without depreffing his fpirit, he con- 
tracted a large proportion of infolence, Wich a 
feries of misfortunes that happened to him ig’the 
fequel could fcarce effeQtually tame. Neverthes 
lefs there was a fund of good nature and genero- 
fity in his compofition; and though he eftablifhed 
a tyranny among his comrades, the tranquil'ity 
of his reign was maintained by the love rather 
than by the fear of his fubjects, 

In the midft of all this enjoyment of empire, 
he never once violated that refpectful awe with 
which the ufher had found means to infpire him; 
but he by no means preferved the fame regard for 
the principal mafter, an old illiterate German 
quack, who had formerly practifed corn-cutting 
among the quality, and fald cofme‘ic wafhes to 
the ladies, together with teeth-powders, hair 
dying liquoys, prolifick elixirs, and tinctures to 
{weeten the breath. Thefe noftrums, recommended. 
by the art of cringing, in which he was confum- 
mate, ingratiated him fo much with pcople of 
fafhion, that he was enabled to fet up fcheoi with 
five and twenty boys of the beft families, whom 
he boarded on his own terms, and undertook to 
inftruct in the French and Latin languages, fo as 
to qualify them for the colleges of Weftminfter 
or Eaton. While this plan was in its infancy, 
he was fo fortunate as to meet with Jenning:, 


whe for the paultry confideration of thirty poands 
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a year, which his neceffities compelled him te 
accept, took the whole trouble of educating the 
children upon himfelf, contrived an excellent fy- 
ftem for that purpofe, and by his affiduity and 
knowledge executed. all the particulars to the en- 
tire fatisfaction of thofe concerned, who by the 
bye, never inquired into his qualifications, but 
futfered the other to enjoy the fruits of his labous. 
and ingenuity. 

Over and. above a large ftotk of avarice, ig— 
norance and vanity, this fuperior had certain ridi-- 
culous peculiarities in his perfon, fuch as a hunch 
upon his back, and diftorted limbs, that feemed 
to attract the fatirical notice of Peregrine, who, 
young as he was, todk offence at his want of re- 
verence for his ufher, over whom he fometimes. 
chofe opportunities of difplaying his authority, 
that the boys might not mifplace their venera- 
"tion. Mr. Keypftick, therefore, fuch as I have 
defcribed him, incurred the contempt and dif- 
pleafure of this enterprifing pupil, who now being: 
- in the tenth year of his age, had capacity ey 
to give him abundance of vexation, 


CHAP. XIII. 


He exercifes his talents at the expence of the [chools 
mafter, whofe charadter and bufinefs Henn 
he defires to be recalled. 


S the German profeffed. himfelf a man of 
learning, and fometimes affected to make 

a parade of it, by examiniag the younger boys on 
the rudiments or grammar, which he made fhift 
to comprehend; Peregrine, who was advanced 
as. far as Cornelius Nepos, ufed to teize and pere 
plex: 


i 
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plex. him, by frequently begging’ his-explanation 
of certain fentences in that author, while the 
ufher was engaged in fome other employment. 
On thefe occafions. he praétifed a thoufand pi- 
tiful fhifts to conceal his own nakednefs ; fome- 
times reprehending the boy for difturbing him in 
his meditations, fometimes pleading the weaknefs 
of his eyes, that hindered him from confidering 
the paflage ; and fometimes remitting him to the 
dictionary, as a punifhment for his inattention 
when it was conftrued by Mr. Jennings. Not- 
withitanding thefe evafions, he was perfecuted by 
his tormentor with fuch perfeverance, that he 
could find no other refource than that of pretend- 
ing to be ina violent hursy, in confequence of 
which he always quitted the place; fo that when- 
ever Perry and his companions were incommoded 


by his prefence, they had recourfe to this expe- 


dient, which never failed to expel him in a trice. 
Not.contented with having thus rendered him 
contemptible in the eyes of his difciples, this in- 
defatigable wag exercifed his invention in various: 
contrivances, to plague, difturb and expofe him. 
Confcious of his own defeét in point of {lature 
and proportion, the little pedant ufed all the ad- 
ditions of ait and. addrefs to improve his perfon, 
and raife himfelf as near as poffible to the ftandard 
dimenfions of nature; with this view he wore 
fhoes with heels three inches high,. ftrutted like 
a peacock in walking, and erected his head with. 
fuch mufcular. exertion, as rendered it impoffible 
for him to extend his viion downwards. blow the 
preternatural prominence of his breaft. Peregrine, 
therefore, taking advantage of this foppery, ufed 
to ftrew his way with bean-fhells, on which 


whenever he chanced to tread, his heels tines 
rom 
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from under him, his hunch pitched upon the 
ground, and the furniture of his head fell off in 
the fhock ; fo that he lay in a very ludicrous atti- 
tude for the entertainment of the fpectators. He 
moreover feized opportunities of ftudding his 
breeches with large pins, which when he fat down 
with a fudden jirk, penetrated the fkin of his po- 
fteriors, and compelled him to ftart up again with 
infinite expedition, and roar hideoufly with the 
pain. Nay, perceiving that he was extremely pe- 
nurious in his houfe-keeping, he fpoilt many a 
pot of excellent foup maigre, by flily conveying 
into it handfuls of falt or foot, and even drove 
needles into the heads of fundry fowls, that from 
the fuddennefs of their death he might conclude 
fome infection was communicated to his poultry, 
and difpofe of them accordingly for the half of their 
value. But noinftance ofyoung Pickle’s mifchievous 
talents affected him with fuch immediate perplexity 
‘and confufion as this that I am going to recount. 
Being apprized by one of his friends that a lady 
of fafhion intended to vifit his fchool on a certain 
day, without giving any previous notice of her 
coming, that fhe might be an eye-witnels of the 
accommodation in his houfe before fhe would 
commit her fon to his care, he ordered his 
boarders and apartments to be difhed out for the 
occafion, fpared no pains in adorning his owr 
perfon, and in particular employed a whole hour 
in adjufting a voluminous tye, in which he pro- 
pofed to make his appearance. ‘Thus preprred, 
he waited with great confidence and tranquillity, 
and no fooner faw the coach appear at a diftance, 
than he went to his clofet in order to put on the 
periwig, which he had depofited in a box, that no. 
accident might ruffle or difcompofe it before it 
was prefented to her ladyfhip; but neither the 
box 
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box nor its contents were to be found. At firft 
he thought it might be mifplaced by fome of the 
fervants, to whom he called with great eagernefe 
and vociferation, while he himfelf ran from room 
to room in queft of what he wanted: the domef- 
ticks could give him no intelligence of his tye 3 
he heard the gates opened to admit the equipage, 
his impatience increafed, he fwore in high Dutch, 
the noife of the wheels on his pavement fluted 
his ears,. his vexation redoubled, and tofiing his 
night-cap on the floor, he waddled down itaira 
to the hall for his ordinary periwig, which he now 
found himfelf compelled to wear. How fhall I 
defcribe his diftra€tion when he underftood that 
too was miffing! he became quite délirious, 
foamed at the mouth, danced to and fro in the 
_ paflage like one bereft of his fenfes, blafphemed 
alternately in Englifh and French, and.muft have 
been found by the lady in that frantic condition, 
had not his fervants conveyed him to his own 
chamber by force. 

The noble vifitant was received by Jennings, 
who told her that Mr. Keypftick was confined 
to his bed, and explained the whole ceconomy of. 
the fchool fo much to her fatisfa€tion, that fhe 
refolved to honour them with the charge of her 
own offspring. Keypftick fell fick in good earneft,, 
and his intelle@ts feemed to have received a rude 
fhock from the violence of the paffion into which 
he had been precipitated by the roguery of Pere- 
grine, who had concealed both periwigs in the 
cellar, and now having enjoyed his trick, car- 
ried them back unperceived to the places from 
which they had been removed. 

A whole week elapfed before the mafter reco 
vered fo much temper as to appear decently in P = 
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lic ; and even then his countenance was ftormv, 
and his refentment againft the authors of his dif- 
grace fo intenfe, that he promifed a reward of 
hve guineas to any boy that would difcover the 
principal actor, or any of the accomplices con- 
cerned in this audacious intrigue ; declaring that 
no confideration fhould fcreen the offenders from 
condign punifhment, could they once be con- 
victed of the trick. 

Pickle had not conducted this eu defprit 
without participation, and fome there were privy 
to the affair whofe fidelity was not incorruptible ; 
but their fecrecy was fecured by the terror of Pe- 
regrinc, whofe authority and influence was fuch 
as to baffle the matter in all his endeavours to un- 
ravel the confptracy. 

This extraordinary referve, and the recol!ec- 
tion of feveral other mortifying jokes he had 
undergone, infpired him with ungenerous fufpi- 
cions of Mr. Jennings, who he could not help 
thinking had been at the bottom of them al], and 
Spirited up principles of rebellion in the fchool, 
with a view of making himfelf independent. Pof- 
fefled with this chimera, which was void of all foun- 
dation, the German defcended fo low as to tam- 
per in private with the boys, from whom he hoped 
to draw fome very important difcovery ; but he 
was difappointed in his expectation ; and this 
mean practice reaching the ears of his ufher, he 
voluntarily refigned his employment, and finding 
intereft to obtain holy orders in a little time after, 
left the kingdom, hoping to find a fettlement in 
fome of our American plantations. 

The departure of Mr. Jennings produced a 
great revolution in the affairs of Keypftick, which 
declined from that moment, becaufe he had neither 

: authority 
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authority to enforce obedience, nor prudence to 
maintain order among his fcholars; fo that the 
{chool degenerated into anarchy and confufion, 
and he himfelf dwmdled in the opinton of his 
imployers, who looked upon him as fuperannu- 
ated, and withdrew their -children from his tui- 
tion. 

Peregrine feeing this diflolution of their fociety, 
and finding himfelf every day deprived of fome 
companion, began to repine at his fituation, and — 
refolved, if poffible, to procure his releafe from 
the jurifdi€tion of a perfon whom he both detefted 
and defpifed. With this view he went to work, 
and compofed the following billet, addreffed to 
the commodore, which was the firft fpecimen of 
his compofition in the epiftolary way. 


Honoured and loving uncle, 


Oping you are in good health, this ferves 
to inform you, that Mr. Jennings is 
gone, and Mr. Keypftick will never meet with 
his fellow. The fchool is already almoft broke 
“up, and the reft daily going away; and I beg of 
you of all love to have me fetched away alfo, for 
I cannot bear to be any longer under one who is 
a perfect ignoramus, who fcarce knows the decli- 
nation of wu/fa, and is more fit to be a fcare-crow 
than a fchoolmafter ; hoping you will fend for 
me foon, with my love to my aunt and my duty 
to my honoured parents, craving their blefling 
and yours. And this is all at prefent from, ho- 
noured uncle, your well-beloved and dutiful ne- 
phew and godfon, and humble fervant to com- 
mand ’till death 
e PEREGRINE PICKLE. 
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Trunnion was overjoyed at the receit of this 
letter, which he looked upon as one of the greatcft 
efforts of human genius, and as fuch communi- | 
cated the contents to his lady, whom he had dif- 
turbed for the purpofe in the middle of her devo- 
tion, by fending a meffage to her clofet, whither 
it was her cuftom very frequently to retire. She 
was out of humour at being interrupted, and 
therefore did not perufe this fpecimen of her ne- 
phew’s underftanding with all the relifh that the 
commodore himfelf had enjoyed; on the con- 
trary, after fundry paralytical endeavours to fpeak, 
(for her tongue fometimes refufed its office) fhe 
obferved that the bey was a pert jackanapes, and 
deferved to be feverely chaftifed for treating his 
betters with fuch difrefpe@. Her hufband under- 
took his godfon’s defence, reprefenting with great 
warmth that he knew Keypftick to be a good for 
nothing pimping old rafcal, and that Perry fhewed 
a great deal of {pirit and good fenfe in defiring to 
be taken from under his command ; he therefore 
declared that the boy fhould not live a week 
longer with fuch a fhambling fon of a bitch, and 
fanctioned his declaration with abundance of 
Oaths. 

Mrs. ‘Trunnion compofing her countenance 
into a look of religious demurenefs, rebuked him 
for his profane way of talking, and afked ina 
magifterial tone if he intended never to lay afide 
that brutal behaviour? [rritated at this reproach, 
he anfwered in terms of indignation, that he knew 
how to behave himfelf as well as e’er a woman 
that wore a head, bad her mind her own affairs, 
and with another repetition of oaths gave her to 
underftand that he would be mafter in his own 
houles 

This 
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This infinuation operated upon her fpirits like 
fri€tion upon a glafs globe, her face gleamed with 
_ refentment, and every pore feemed to emit par- 
ticles of flame. She replied with incredible fluency 
of the bittereft expreffions. He retorted equal 
rage in broken hints and incoherent imprecations. 
She rejoined with redoubled fury, and in conclu- 
fion he was fain to betake himfelf ‘to flight, eja- 
culating curfes againft her; and muttering fome- 
thing concerning the brandy-bottle, which, how- 
ever, he took care fhould never reach her ears. 

From hisown houfe he went direétly to vifit Mrs. 
Pickle, to whom he imparted Peregrine’s epiftle 
with many encomiums upon the ‘boy’s promifing. 
parts ; and finding his commendations but coldly 
received, deéfired fhe would permit him to take 
his godfon under his own care. 

This lady, whofe family was now increafed by 
another fon that feemed to engrofs her care for 
the prefent, had not feen Perry during a courfe 
of four years, and with regard to him, was per- 
fe&tly weaned of that infirmity known by the 
name of maternal fondnefs; fhe therefore con- 
fented to the commedore’s‘requeft with great con- 
defcenfion, and a polite compliment to him on > 
the concern he had all along manitefted for the - 
welfare of the child. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The commodore takes Peregrine under his cwn care. 
The boy arrives at the garrifon;—is ftrangely 
received by his cwn mother ;—enters into a confe- 
deracy with Hatchway and Pipes, and executes 
a couple cf waggifh enterprizes upon his aunt. 


Runnion having obtained this permiffion 

; that very afternoon, difpatched the lieute- 
nant in a poft chaife to Keypftick’s houfe, from 
whence in two days he returned with our yourg 
hero ; who being now in the eleventh year of his 
age, had outgrown the expectation of all his fa- 
mily, and was remarkable for the beauty and ele- 
gance of his perfon. His godfather was tranf- 
ported at his arrival, as if he had been actually 
the iffue of his own loins. He fhook him heartily 
by the hand, turned him round and round, fur- 
veyed him from top to bottom, bad Hatchway 
take notice how handfomely he was built; 
{queezed his hand again, faying, ‘* Damn ye, you 
dog, I fuppofe you don’t value fuch an old crazy 
fon of a bitch as me, a rope’s end. You have for- 
got how I wont to dandle you on my knee, when 
you was a little urchin no higher than the David, 
and played a thoufand tricks upon me, burning 
my bacco-pouches and poifuning my rumbo: O! 
damn ye, you can grin faft enough I fee; I war- 
rant you have learnt more things than writing 
and the Latin lingo.”? Even Tom Pipes exprefled 
uncommon fatisfaction on this joyful occafion ; 
and coming up to Perry, thruft forth his fore- 
paw, and accofted him with the falutation of 


6¢ What chear, my young matter? I am glad fee 
thee 
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thee with all my heart.” —TThefe compliments be- 
ing pafled, his uncle halted to the door of his 
wife’s chamber, at which he ftood hollowing, 
‘s Here’s your kinfman Perry, belike you won’t 
come and bid him welcome.” ‘* Lord! Mr. 
Trunnion, faid fhe, why will you continually har- 
rafs me in this manner with your impertinent in- 
trufion?”’ ‘J harrow you, replied the commodore, 
*fblood ! I believe your upper works are damaged. 
I only came to inform you that here was your 
coufin, whom you have not feen thefe four long 
years ; and I’Il be damned if there is fuch another 
of his age within the king’s dominions, d’ye fee, 
either for make or mettle; he’s a credit to the 
name, d’ye fee, but damn my eyes I[’ll fay no 
more of the matter; if you come you may, if 
you won’t you may let it alone’ ‘* Well, I 
won’t come then (anfwered his yoke-fellow) for 
I am at prefent more agreeably employed.” 
_ © Oho! you are? I believe fo too;” cried the 
commodore, making wry faces and mimicking 
the action of dram-drinking. ‘Then addreffing 
himfelf to Hatchway, ** Prithee Jack, faid he, 
go and try thy {kill on that ftubborn hulk; if any 
body can bring her about I know you wool.’’ 
The lieutenant accordingly taking his ftation at 
the door, conveyed his perfwafion in thefe words, 
‘© What won’t you turn out and hail little Perry ? 
It will do your heart good to fee fuch a handfome 
young dog; I’m fure he is the very moral of you, 
and as like as if he had been fpit out of your 
own mouth, as the faying is; do fhew a little 
refpect for your kinfman, can’t you.” ‘To this 
remonftrance fhe replied in a mild tone of voice, 
‘* Dear Mr. Hatchway, you are always teazing 
one in fuch a manner; fure Iam, no body can 
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¢ax me with unkindnefs, or want of natural af- 
fection ;”’ fo faying, fhe opened the door, and 
advancing to the hall where her nephew ftood, re- 
ceived him very gracioufly, and obferved that he 
was the very image of her papa. 

In the afternoon he was conducted by the com- 
modore to the houfe of his parents; and ftrange 
to tell, no fooner was he prefented to his mother 
than her countenance changed, fhe eyed him with 
tokens of affliction and furprize, and burfting 
into tears, exclaimed her child was dead, and this 
was no other than an impoftor whom they had 
brought to defraud her forrow. ‘Trunnion was 
confounded at this unaccountable paffion, which 
had no other foundation than caprice and whim ; 
and Gamaliel himfelf fo difconcerted and unfettled 
in his own belief, which began to waver, that he 
knew not how to behave towards the boy, whom 
his godfather immediately carried back to the 
garrifon, fwearing all the way that Perry fhould 
never crofs their threfhold again with his good- 
will, Nay, fo much was he incenfed at this un- 
natural and abfurd renunciation, that he refufed 
to carry on any further correfpondence with 
Pickle, until he was appeafed by his follicitations 
and fubmiffion, and Peregrine owned ‘as his fon 
and heir. But this acknowledgment was made 
without the privity of his wife, whofe vicious 
averfion he was obliged, in appearance, to adopt. 
Thus exiled from his father’s houfe, the young 
gentleman was left entirely to the difpofal of the 
commodore, whofe affection for him daily in- 
creafed, infomuch, that he could fcarce prevail 
vpon himfelf to part with him, when his educa- 
tion abfolutely required that he fhould be other- 
ife difpofed of, 

In 
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In all probability, this extraordinary attach- 
ment was, if not produced, at leaft rivetted by 
that peculiar turn in Peregrine’s imagination, 
which we have already obferved 5; and which, 
during his refidence in the caftle, appeared in 
fundry ftratagems he practifed upon his uncle and 
aunt, under the aufpices of Mr. Hatchway, who 
affifted him in the contrivance and execution of 
all his fchemes. Nor was Pipes exempted from 
a fhare in their undertakings ; for, being a trufty 
fellow, not without dexterity in fome cafes, and 
altogether refigned to their will, they found him 
a ferviceable inftrument for their purpofe, and 
ufed him accordingly. : 

The firft fample of their art was exhibited upon 
Mrs. Trunnion, from whofe chamber Peregrine 
having fecreted a certain utenfil, divers holes were 
drilled through the bottom of it by their operator ; 
and then it was replaced in a curious cafe that 
ftood by the bed-fide, in which it was referved 
for midnight-occafions. The good lady had that 
evening made feveral extraordinary vifits to ber 
clofet, and that fort of exercife never failed of 
having a diuretic effe& upon her contftitution ; fo 
that fhe and her hufband were fcarce warm 
in bed, when fhe found it convenient to reach 
out her hand, and introduce this receptacle under 
the cloaths. It was then that Peregrine’s roguery 
took effect. The commodore, who had juft 
compofed himfelf to reft, was inftantly alarmed 
with a ftrange fenfation in his right fhoulder, on 
which fomething warm feemed to defcend in va- 
rious ftreams: he no fooner comprehended the 
nature of this fhower, which in a twinkling be- 
dewed him from head to foot, than he exclaimed, 


66 Blood and oons! I’m afloat?’ and ftarting — 
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up, afked with great bitternefs if fhe had piffed 
through a watering can. Equally furprized and of- 
fended at the indecent queftion, fhe began to re- 
gale him with a lecture on the fubjeé of that re- 
fpect in which fhe thought him fo deficient ; but 
perceiving the fource of his difpleafure, was filenc- 
ed in the middle of the firft fentence; and after 
a fhort paufe of aftonifhment, fcreamed with vex- 
ation. 

As there was a neceflity for fhifting the bed- 
linnen, fhe got up with great reluétance, rung 
her bell, and when her maid entered, prefented 
this new fafhioned cullender, and threatened with 
many choleric expreffions to {plit it into a thou- 
fand pieces on her fkull. Thunderftruck at the 
phznomenon, it was fome time before the atten- 
dant could open her lips in her own vindication ; 
at length, however, fhe protefted fhe was inno- 
cent as the babe unborn, and that the pot was 
found and intire when fhe rinfed it in the after- 
noon. | 

Her fufpicion was of confequence transferred 
upon Perry, againft whom fhe uttered many me- 
nacing invectives; though fhe was afterwards 
afhamed of difclofing her refentment, and in the 
-mean time was fain to take up her night’s 
Jodging in another apartment ; while Trunnion, 
after a ftring of unmeaning oaths, which were 
extorted from him by his prefent uncomfortable 
fituation, could not help laughing at the adven- 
ture; and Peregrine with his confederates, ap- 
_plauded themfelves in fecret for having reduced 
them to fuch ridiculous diftrefs. 

Encouraged by the impunity with which they 
performed this feat, cur affociates atchieved ano- 
ther, that had like to have been attended with 

very 
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very ferious confequences. Mrs. Trunnion hav- 
ing one day received a fudden call which fhe 
could not help obeying, her nephew, who was 
always on the fcout, took that opportunity of 
gliding unfeen into her clofet, and finding her 
cafe open, infufed into one of the bottles a good 
quantity of powdered jallap, which had been pur- 
chafed by the lieutenant for that purpofe. He had 
defired the apothecary from whom he bought it, 
to. give him as much as would impregnate two 
quarts of brandy, which, he gueffed, each bottle 
might contain; and never dreamed that the pa- 
tient, though left to her own difcretion, was in 
any danger of taking an over-dofe ; he therefore ~ 
directed Perry to convey the whole proportion 
into one of the full bottles that ftood at fome di- 
ftance from that which he would perceive was in 
rrefent ufe, that the fpirits might have time to 
extract the virtues of the root before it fhould 
come to their turn. Every thing was done ac- 
cording to his prefcription, and a very fmall hole 
being bored in the wainfcot, through which they 
could reconnoitre her from another room ; they 
obferved her motions by turns, with a view of 
feeing whether or not fhe would be alarmed by _ 
the extraordinary tafte of the tin@ture they had 
made. | 
When they had watched in this manner for 
three or four days, Pipes being upon duty, per- 
ceived her take the firft cup of the compofition, 
which fhe had no fooner {wallowed, than fhe be- 
gan to fhut her eyes, fmack her lips, fpit and 
exprefs all the marks of loathing and difguft : ‘ne- 
verthelefs, fhe feemed to doubt her own fenfe, 
rather than the flavour of the Coniac, the neat- 


nefs of which fhe had already experienced, and 
Fo4 therefore 
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therefore repeated the cordial, as if in defiance te 
her own diftafte ; taking care, however, to arm 
her palate with a large lump of fugar, through 
- which. it was ftrained in its paflage. | 
_, ’ Hatchway was ftartled when he underftood fhe 
had taken fuch a dangerous draught of the medi- 
cine, efpecially as fhe had immediately after ftep- 
ped into the coach to go to church, where he 
feared fhe might catch cold, or be otherwife af- 
feéted, to the jeopardy of her perfon and the pre- 
judice of her reputation. Nor was his fear alto- 
gether difappointed. The fervice was not half 
performed, when Mrs. Trunnion was fuddenly 
taken ill; her face underwent violent flufhings - 
and viciffitudes of comp!exion; a cold clammy 
{weat bedewed her forehead, and her bowels were 
affiicted with fuch agonies, as compelled her to 
setire in the face of the congregation. She-was . 
brought home in torture, which was a little af- 
fuaged when the dofe began to operate; but fuch 
was the excefs of evacuation fhe fuftained, that 
her fpirits were quite exhaufted, and fhe fuffered 
a fucceffion of fainting fits that reduced”her to 
the brink of the grave, in fpite of all the reme- 
dies that were adminiflered by a phyfician who 
wes Called in the beginning of her diforder, and 
who, after having examined the fymptoms, de- 
clared that the patient had been poifoned with 
arfenic, and prefcribed oily draughts and lubri- 
cating injections to defend the coats of the fto- 
mach and inteftines from the vellicating ‘particles ° 
of that pernicious mineral; at the fame time hint- ° 
ing, with a look of infinite fagacity, that it was 
not difficult to divine the whole myttery ; and | 
affecting to deplore the poor lady, as if the was 
expofed to more attempts of the fame natures 
ee thereby 
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thereby glancing obliquely at the innocent com- 
modore, whom the officious fon of A®fculapius 
fufpected as the author of this expedient, to rid 
his hands of a yoke-fellow, for whom he was 
well known to have no great devotion. This 
impertinent and malicious infinuation made fome 
impreffion upon the by-ftanders, and fur- 
nifhed ample field for flander, to afperfe the mo- 
Tals of Trunnion, who was reprefented through 
the whole diftri€t as a monfter of barbarity. 
Nay, the fufferer herfelf, though fhe behaved 
with great decency and prudence, could not help 
entertaining fome fmall diffidence of her hufband : 
- not that fhe imagined he had any defign upon her 
life, but that he had been at pains to adulterate 
the brandy, with the view of detaching her from 
that favourite liquor.. 

Qn this fuppofition the refolved to act with | 
more caution for the future, without fetting on 
foet any inquiry about the affair; while the 
, commodore imputing her indifpofition to fome 
natural-caufe, after the danger was paft, never 
beftowéd a thought upon the fubject ; fo that the 
perpetrators were quit for their fear, which, how- 
ever, had punifhed them fo effectually, that they 
never would hazard any more jokes of the fame. 
nature. ~~ . 


Fs CHAP. 


306 The ADVENTURES of 


CHAP. XV. 


The triumvirate turn the flream of their wit upon 
the commedore, who by their means is embroiled 
with an attorney, and terrified with an appari- 
tion, | 


HE fhafts of their wit were now directed 
againft the commander himfelf, .whom 

they teized and terrified almoft out of his fenfes. 
One day while he was at dinner, Pipes came and 
told him that there was a perfon below that 
wanted to fpeak with him immediately about an 
affair of the greateft importance, that would admit 
ef no delay; upon which he ordered the ftranger 
to be told that he was engaged, and that he muft 
fend up his name and bufinefs. To this demand 
he received for anfwer a meflage, importing that 
the perfon’s name was unknown to him, and his 
bufinefs of fuch a nature, that it could not be dif- 
elofed to any one but the commodore himfelf, 
whom he earneftly defired to fee without lofs of 
time. ; 
Trunnion, furprifed at this importunity, got 


up with great reluctance in the middle of his. 


meal, and defcending to a parlour where the 
{trenger was, 2fked in a furly tone what he wanted 
with him in fuch a damned hurry,. that he could 
not wait till he had made an end of his mefs. 
The other, not at all difconeerted at this rough 
addrefs, advanced clofe up to him on his tiptoes, 
and with a look of confidence and conceit, laying 
his mouth to one fide of the commodore’s head, 
whifpered foftly in his ear, * Sir, I am the attor- 
ney whom you wanted to converfe with in pri- 

vate.” 
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vate.”” © The attorney !”’ cried Trunnion, ftare- 
ing and half choaked with choler. ** Yes, Sir, 
at your fervice, replied this retainer to the Jaw,. 
and if you pleafe, the fooner we difpatch the affair 
the better; for ’tis an old obfervation, that delay 
breeds danger.’”’ ** Truly, brother, faid the com- 
modore, who could no longer contain himfelf, 
I do confefs that I am very much of your way of 
thinking, d’ye fee; and therefore you fhall be 
difpatched in a trice;” fo faying, he lifted up his 
walking ftaff, which was fomething between a 
crutch and a cudgel, and difcharged it with fuch 
energy on the feat of the attorney’s underftand- 
ing, that if there had been any thing but folid 
bone, the contents of his fkull muft have been 
evacuated. 

Fortified as he was by nature againft all fuck 
affaults, he could not withftand the momentum 
of the blow, which in an inftant laid him flat on 
the floor, deprived of all fenfe and motion ; and. 
_‘Trunnion hopped up ftairs to dinner, applauding 
himfelf in ejaculations all the way for the ven- 
geance he had taken on fuch an impudent petti- 
fogging mifcreant. 

The attorney no fooner awaked from this 
trance, into which he had been fo unexpectedly 
lulled, than he caft his eyes around in queft of 
evidence, by which he might be enabled the more 
eafily to prove the injury he had fuftained ; but 
not a foul appearing, he made fhift to get upon 
his. legs again, and with the blood trickling over 
his nofe, followed one of the fervants into the 
dining-room, refolved to come to an explanation. 
with the affailant, and either extort money from 
him by way of fatisfaction, or provoke him to a 
fecond application before witnefles, With ‘this 
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view he entered the room in a peal of clamour, 
to the amazement of all prefent, and the terror of 
Mrs. Trunnion, who fhrieked at the appearance 
of fuch a fpectacle ; and addreffing himfelf to the 
commodore, ‘ I'll tell you what, Sir, faid he, 
if there be law in England, Ill make you fmart 
for this here affault; you think you have fcreened 
yourfelf from a profecution, by fending all your 
fervants out of the way, but that circumftance 
will appear upon trial to be a plain proof of the 
malice propenfe with which the faét was com- 
- mitted; efpecially when corroborated by the evi- 
dence of this here letter, under your own hand, 
whereby I am defired to come to your own houfe 
to tranfact an affair of confequence ;”’ fo faying, 
he produced the writing, and read the contents in 
thefe words. 


Mr. RoGER RAVINE. 
‘Sir, 


EING in a manner prifoner in my own 

houfe, I defire you will give me a call pre- 
cifely at three o’clock in the afternoon, and infift 
upon feeing myfelf, as 1 have an affair of great 
confequence, in which your particular advice is 
wanted by your humble fervant 


HaAwsER I RUNNION. 


The one-eyed commander who had been fatis- 
fied with the chaftifement he had already be- 
ftowed upon the plaintiff, hearing him read this 
audacious piece of forgery, which he confidered 
as. the effect of his own villany, ftarted up from 
table, and feizing a huge turkey that lay in a dith 
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before him, would have applied it fauce and all by 
way of poultice to his wound, had he not been 
reftrained by Hatchway, who laid faft hold on 
both his arms, and fixed him to his chair again, 
advifing the attorney to fheer off with what he 
had got. Far from following this falutary counfel, 
he redoubled his threats, and fet Trunnion at de- 
fiance, telling him he was not a man of true 
courage, although he had commanded a fhip of 
war, or elfe he would not have attacked any 
perfon in fuch a cowardly and clandeftine man- 
ner. ‘This provocation would have anfwered h's 
purpofe effectually, had not his adverfary’s in- 
dignation been repreffed by the fuggeftions of the 
lieutenant who defired his friend in a whifper to 
be eafy, for he would take care to have the attor- 
ney toffed in a blanket for his prefumption. ‘This 
propofal, which he received with great approba- 
tion, pacified him in a moment; he wiped the 
fweat from his forehead, and his features relaxed 
into a grim f{mile. 

Hatchway difappeared, and Ravine proceeded 
with great fluency of abufe, until he was interrupt- 
ed by the arrival of Pipes, who, without any expof- 
tulation, led him out by the hand, and conducted 
him to the yard, where he was put into a carpet, 
and in a twinkling fent into the air by the ftrength 
and dexterity of five ftout operators, whom the 
Jieutenant had feleéted from the number of do- 
mefticks for that fingular fpell of duty. 

In vain did the aftonifhed vaulter beg for the 
love of God and paffion of Chrift, that they would 
take pity upon him, and put an end toa his in- 

_voluntary gambols; they were deaf to his prayers 
“and proteftations, even when. he fwore in the 


moft folemn manner, that if they would ceafe tor- 
Ps mentung, 
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menting him, he would forget and forgive what 
was paficd, and depart in peace to his own habi- 
‘tation; and continued the game till they were 
fatigued with the exercife. 

Ravine being difmiffed in a moft melancholy 
plight, brought an action of aflau't and battery 
againft the commodore, and fubpcena’d all the 
fervants as evidences in the caufe; but as none of 
them had feen what happened, he did not find his 
account in the profecution, though he himfelf 
examined all the witneffes, and among other 
queftions, afked whether they had not feen him 
come in like another man ? and whether they had 
ever feen any other man in fuch a condition as 
that in which he had crawled off? But this laft 
interrogation they were not obliged to anfwer, 
becaufe it had reference to the fecond difcipline he 
had undergone, in which they, and they only 
were concerned ; and no perfon is bound to give 
teftimony againft himfelf. | 

In fhort, the attorney was nonfuited, to the 
fatisfaction of all who knew him, and found him- 
felf under the neceffity of proving that he had re- 
ceived in courfe of poft, the letter which was de- 
clared in court a fcandalous forgery, in order to 
prevent an indictment with which he was threat- 
ened by the commodore, who little dreamt that 
the whole affair had been planned and executed: 
by Peregrine and his affociates. 

The next enterprize in which this triumvirate 
engaged, was a fcheme to frighten Trunnion 
with an apparition, which they prepared and ex- 
hibited in this manner. To the hide of a large 
ox Pipes fitted a leathern vizor of a moft terrible 
‘appearance, ftretched on the jaws of a fhark. 
which he had brought from fea, and accommo- 
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dated with a couple of broad glaffes inftead of eyes. 
On the infide of thefe he placed two rufh lights, 
and with acompofition of fulphur and falt-petre, 
made a pretty Jarge fufe, which he fixed between 
two rows of theteeth. This equipage being finifhed, 
he, one dark night chofen for the purpofe, put it 
on, and following the commodore into a long 
paffage in which he was preceded by Perry with 
alight in his hand, kindled his fire-work with a 
match, and began to bellow like a bull. The boy, 
as it was concerted, kooking behind him, fcreamed 
aloud, and dropped the light, which was extin- 
guifhed in the fa'l: when Trunnion alarmed at 
his nephew’s confternation, exclaimed, ‘* Zounds! 
what’s the matter!’’ And turning about to fee 
the caufe of his difmay, beheld a hideous phan- 
tom vomiting blue flame, which aggravated the 
horrors of its afpect. He was inftantly feized with 
an agony of fear, which divefted him of his rea- 
fon; neverthelefs, he, as it were mechanically, 
raifed his trufty fupporter in his own defence, and 
the apparition advancing towards him, aimed it 
at this dreadful annoyance with fuch a convulfive 
exertion of ftrength, that had not the blow 
chanced to Hght upon one of the horns, Mr. Pipes: 
would have had no caufe to value himfelf upon 
his invention. Mifapp!ied as it was, he did not 
fail to ftagger at the fhock, and dreading another * 
fuch falutation, clofed with the commodore, and 
having tripped up his heels, retreated with great 
expedition. | 

It was then that Peregrine, pretending to re- 
collect himfelf a little, ran. with all the marks 
of difturbance and affright, and called up the 
fervants to the affiftance of their mafter, whom 


they found in a cold fweat upon the floor, his 
| f eatures 
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features betokening horror and confufion. Hatch- 
way raifed him up, and having comforted him 
with a cup of Nantz, began to inquire into the 
caufe of his diforder: but he could not extra& 
one word of anfwer from his friend, who, after 
a confiderable paufe, during which he feemed to 
be wrapped up in profound contemplation, pro- 
nounced aloud, ‘* By the Lord! Jack, you 
may fay what you wool; but 1’ll be damned if 
it was not Davy Jones himfelf: I know him by 
his faucer-eyes, his three rows of teeth, his horns 
and tail, and the blue fmoak that came out of 
his noftrils. What does the black-guard, hell’s 
baby want with me? I’m fure I never committed 
murder, nor wronged any man whatfomever, 
fince I firft went to fea.” This fame Davy 
Jones, according to the mythology of failors, is 


the fiend that prefides over all the evil fpirits of | 


the deep, and is often feen in various fhapes, 
perching among the rigging on the eve of hur- 
ricanes, fhipwrecks, and other difafters, to which 
a fea-faring life is expofed ; warning the devoted 
wretch of death and woe. No wonder then that 
Trunnion was difturbed by a fuppofed vifit of 
this demon, which, in his opinion, foreboded 
fome dreadful calamity.. 


CHAP. XVI. 


He is alfa by their device engaged in an adventure: 


with the excifeman, who does not find bis account 
in bis own drollery. 


Hoes prepofterous and unaccountable 


that paffion may be, which prompts per- 


fons, otherwife generous and fympathifing, to. 


aff ict 


ee 
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affict and perplex their fellow-creatures, certain 
it is our confederates entertained fuch a large 
proportion of it, that not fatisfied with the 
pranks they had already played, they ftill perfe- 
cuted the commodore without ceafing. In the 
courfe of his own hiftory, the particulars of 
which he delighted to recount, he had often re- 
hearfed an adventure of deer-ftealing, in which 
(during the unthinking impetuofity of his youth) 
he had been unfortunately concerned. Far from 
facceeding in that atchievement, he and his affo- 
ciates had (it feems) been made prifoners, after an 
obftinate engagement with the keepers, and car- 
ried before a neighbouring juftice of the peace, 
- who ufed Trunnion with great indignity, and 
with his companions committed him to jail. 

His own relations, and in particular an uncle 
on whom he chiefly depended, treated him during 
his confinement with great rigour and inhuma- 
nity, and abfolutely refufed to interpofe his in- 
fluence in his behalf, unlefs he would fign a 
writing, obliging himfelf to go to fea within thirty 
days after his releafe, under the penalty of being 
proceeded againft as a felon. The alternative 
was either to undergo this voluntary exile, or 
remain in prifon difowned and deferted by every 
body, and after all fuffer an ignominious trial, 
that might end in a fentence of tranfportation 
for life. He therefore, without much hefitation, 
embraced the propofal of his kinfman, and (as 
he obferved) was in lefs than a month after his 
difcharge turned adrift to the mercy of the wind 
and waves. 

Since that period he had never maintained any 
correfpondence with his relations, all of whom 


bad concurred in fending him off; nor would he 
ever 
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ever pay the leaft regard to the humiliations and 
fupplications of fome among them, who had 
proftrated themfelves before him, on the advance- 
ment of his fortune: but he retained a moft tn- 
veterate refentment for his uncle, who was ftill 
in being, tho’ extremely old and infirm, and fre- 
quently mentioned his name with all the bitter- 
nefs of revenge. 

Perry being perfectly well acquainted with the 
particulars of this ftory, which he had heard fo 
often repeated, propofed to Hatchway, that a 
perfon fhould be hired to introduce himfelf to the 
commodore, with a fuppofititious letter of recom- 
mendation from this detefted kinfman; an im- 
pofition that, in all likelihood, would afford 
abundance of diverfion. 

The lieutenant relifhed the fcheme, and young 
Pickle having compofed an epiftle for the occa- 
fion, the excifeman of the parifh, a fellow of 
Freat impudence and fome humour, in whom 

atchway could confide, undertook to tran- 
{cribe and deliver it with his own hand, and alfo 
perfonate the man in whofe favour it was feigned 
to be writ. He, accordingly, one morning ar- 
rived on horfeback at the garrifon, two hours at 
Jeaft before Trunnion ufed to get up, and gave 
Pipes, who admitted him, to underftand, that he 
had a letter for his mafter, which he was ordered 
to deliver to none but the commodore himfeif. 
This meflage was no fooner communicated, than 
the indignant chief (who had been waked for the 
purpofe) began to curfe the meffenger for break- 
ing his reft, and fwore he would not budge till 
his ufual time of turning out. This refolution 
being conveyed to the ftrancer, he defired the 
carrier to go back and tell him, he had fuch joy: 

ful 
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ful tidings to impart, that he was fure the com- 
modore would think himfelf amply rewarded for 
his trouble, even if he had been raifed from the 
grave to receive them. 

This affurance, flattering as it was, would not 
have been powerful enough to perfuade him, had 
it not been affifted with the exhortations of his 
fpoufe, which never failed to influence his con- 
duct. He therefore crept out of bed, tho’ not 
without great repugnance, and wrapping himfelf 
in his morning-gown, was fupported down ftairs, 
rubbing his eye, yawning fearfully, and grumbling 
all the way. As foon as he popt his head into 
the parlour, the fuppofed ftranger made divers 


~ awkward bows, and with a grinning afpect ac- 


cofted him in thefe words: ‘* Your moft humble 
fervant, moft noble commodore! I hope you are 
in good health; you look pure and hearty ; and 
if it was not for that misfortune of your eye, 
one would not defire to fee a more lente coun- 
tenance in a fummer’s day. Sure as I am a living 
foul, one would take you to be on this fide of three- 
fcore. Laud help us! I fhould have known you 
to be a Trunnion if I had met with you in 
the midft of Salifbury-plain, as the faying is.’’ 
gu he commodore, who was not at all in the hu- 
mour of relifhing fuch an impertinent preamble, 
interrupted him in this place, faying with a 
peevith accent, ** Pfhaw! pfhaw! brother, there’s 
no occafion to bowls out fo much unneceflary 
gum; if you can’t bring your difcourfe to bear 
on the’ right fubjeét, you had much better clap 
a ftopper on your tongue, and bring yourfelf up, 
d’ye fee: I was told you had fomething to de- 
liver.” ‘* Deliver! (cried the waggifh impoftor) 
odds heart! Ihave got fomething for you ae 
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will make your very intrails rejoice within your 
body. Here’s a letter from a dear and worthy friend 
of yours. Take, read it and be happy. Bleffings 
on his old heart! one would think he had re- 
newed his age, like the eagles.” ‘Trunnion’s 
expectation being thus raifed, he called for his 
fpectacles, adjufted them to his eye, took the 
letter, and being curious to know the fubfcrip- 
tion, no fooner perceived his uncle’s name, than 
he ftarted back, his lip quivered, and he began 
to fhake in every limb with refentment and fur- 
prize: neverthelefs, eager to know the fubject 
of an epiftle from a perfon who had never before 
troubled him with any fort of addrefs, he endea- 
voured to recollect himfelf, and perufed the con- 
tents, which were thefe 


‘* Loving Nephew, 
Doubt not but you will be rejoiced to hear of 
my welfare; and well you may, confidering 
what a kind uncle I have been to you in the 
days of your ycuth, and how little you deferved 
any fuch thing; for you was always a gracelefs 
young man, given to wicked courfes and bad 
company, whereby you would have come to a 
fhameful end, had it not been for my care in 
fending you out of mifchief’s way. But this is 
not the caufe of my prefent writing. The 
bearer, Mr. Timothy Trickle, is a diftant rela- 
tion of yours, being the fun of the coufin of 
your aunt Margery, and is not over and above 


well as to worldly matters. He thinks of going — 


to London, to {ee for fome poft in the excife or 
cuftoms, if fo be that you will recommend him 
to fome great man of your acquaintance, and 
give him a fmall matter to keep him till he is 
provided. I doubt not,-nephew, but you will 

be 
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be glad to ferve him, if it was no more but for 
the refpect you bear to me, who am, 


Loving Nephew, 
Your affectionate Uncle, 
and Servant to command, 
TosraAH TRUNNION.” 


Te would be a difficult tafk for the inimitable 
Hogarth himfelf to exhibit the ludicrous expref- 
Sion of the commodore’s countenance, while 
he read this letter. It was nota ftare of aftonith- 
ment, a convulfion of rage, or a ghaftly grin of 
revenge, but an aflociation of all three, that took 
poffeffion of his features, At length he hawked 
aip, with incredible ftraining, the interjeCtion 
ah! that feemed to have ftuck fome time in his 
windpipe, and thus gave vent to his indignation : 
‘* Have I come along fide of you at laft, you 
old ftinking curmudgeon! you lie, you loufy 
hhuik, ye lie! you did all in yours power to 
founder me when I was a ftripling ; and as for 
being gracelefs, and wicked, and keeping bad 
company, you tell a damned lie again, you 
thief; there was not a more peaceable lad in the 
county, and I kept no bad company but your 
own, d’ye fee. Therefore, you Trickle, or 
what’s your name, tell the old rafcal that fent 
you hither, that I fpit in his face, and call him 
Horfe; that I tear his letter into rags, fo; and 
that I trample upon it as 1 would upon his own 
villainous carcafe, d’ye fee.” So faying, he 
danced in a fort of frenzy upon the fragments of 
the paper which he had fcattered about the room, 
to the inexpreffible fatisfaction of the triumvirate, 
who beheld the fe:ne. , ae 
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The excifeman having got between him and 
the door, which was left open for his efcape, in 
cafe of neceffity, affected great confufion and 
furprize at this behaviour, faying, with an air of 
mortification, ** Lord, be merciful unto me! 
is this the way you treat your own relations, 
and ‘the recommendation of your beft friend? 
Surely all gratitude and virtue has left this finful 

orld!) What will coufin Tim, and Dick, and 
Tom, and good mother Pipkin, and her daugh- 
ters, coufin Sue, and Prue, and Peg, with all 
the reft of our kinsfolks fay, when they hear of 
this unconfcionable reception that I have met 
with. Confider, Sir, that ingratitude is worfe 
than the fin of witchcraft, as the apofth wifely 
obferves ; and do not fend me away with fuch 
unchriftian ufage, which will lay a heavy load of 
guilt upon your poor miferable foul.’* ‘* What 
you are on the cruize for a poft, brother Trickle, 
an’t ye? (faid Trunnion, interrupting him) we 
fhall find a poft for you in a trice, my boy. 
Here, Pipes, take this faucy fon of a bitch, 
belay him to the whipping poft in the yard. Pll 
teach you to rowce me in a morning with fuch 
impertinent meffages.’’ Pipes, who wanted to 
carry the joke farther than the excifeman dreamt 
of, laid hold on him ina twinkling, and exe- 
cuted the orders of his commander, notwith- 
ftanding all*his nods, winking, and fignificant 
geftures, which the boatfwain’s mate would by 
no means underftand : fo that he began to repent 
of the part he ated in this performance, which 
was like to end fo tragically, and ftood faftened 
to the ftake, in a very difagreeable ftate of fuf- 
pence ; cafting many a rueful look over his left 
fhoulder, (while Pipes was abfent in queft of a 
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cat and nine tails) in expectation of being re- 
lieved by the interpofition of the lieutenant, who 
did not, however, appear ; and Tom returning 
with the inftrument of corre€tion, undreffed the 
delinquent in a trice, and whifpering in his ear, 
that he was very forry for being employed in fuch 
an office, but durft not for his foul difobey the 
orders of his commander, flourifhed the fcourge 
about his head, and with admirable dexterity 
made fuch a fmarting application to the offenders 
back and fhoulders, that the diftracted gauger 
performed fundry new cuts with his feet, and 
bellowed hideoufly with pain, to the infinite fa- 
tisfaction of the fpeCtators. At Jength, when he 
was almoft flead from his rump to the nape of 
his neck, Hatchway, who had purpofely abfented 
himfelf hitherto, appeared in the yard, and in- 
terpofing in his behalf, prevailed upon Trunnion 
to call off the executioner, and order. the male- 
factor to be releafed. 

The excifeman, mad with the cataftrophe he 
had undergone, threatened to be revenged upon 
his employers, by making a candid confeffion of 
the whole plot ; but the lieutenant giving him to 
underftand, that in fo doing he would bring up- 
on himfelf a profecution for fraud, forgery and 
impofture, he was fain to put up with his lofs, 
and fneaked out of the garrifon, attended with a 
volley of curfes difcharged upon him by the com- 
modore, who was exceedingly irritated by the 
difturbance and difappointment he had under- 
gone. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIL 


The commodore deteé?s the machinations of the con~ 
Jpirators, and hires a tutor for Peregrine, whom 
he fettles at Winchefter /chool. 


HIS was not the laft affliction he fuffered 

from the unwearied endeavours and inex- 
haufted invention of his tormentors, who har- 
rafled him with fuch a variety of mifchievous 
pranks, that he began to think all the devils in 
hell had confpired againft his peace ; and accord- 
ingly became very ferious and contemplative on 
the fubjeét. 

In the courfe of his meditations, when he re- 
colleéted and compared the circumftances of 
every mortification to which he had been lately 
expofed, he could not help fufpe&ting that fome 
of them muft have been contrived to vex him ; 
and as he was not ignorant of his lieutenant’s dif- 
pofition, nor unacquainted with the talents of 
Peregrine, he refolved to obferve them both for 
the future with the utmoft care and circum- 
{pection. ‘This refolution, aided by the incau- 
tious conduct of the confpirators, whom, by this 
time, fuccefs had rendered heedlefs and indifcreet, 
was attended with the defired effect. He ina little 
time detected Perry in anew plot, and by dint of 
a little chaftifement, and a great many threats, 
extorted from him a confeffion of all the con- 
trivances in which he had been concerned. The 
commodore was thunderftruck at the difcovery, 
and fo much incenfed againft Hatchway for the 
part he had acted in the whole, that he deliberated 
with himfelf, whether he fhould demand fatis- 
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faction with fword and piftol, or difmifs him from 
the garifon, and renounce all friendfhip with 
him at once. But he had been fo long accuftomed 
to Jack’s company, that he could not live with- 
out him; and upon more cool reflection, per- 
ceiving that what he had done was rather the’ 
effe& of wantonnefs than malice, which he him- 
felf would have laughed’ to fee take place upon’ 
any other perfon, he determined to devour his 
chagrin, and extend his forgivenefs even to Pipes, ' 
whom in the firft fally of his paffion he had’ 
looked upon in a more criminal light than that 
of a fimple mutineer. This determination was 
feconded by another, which he thought abfo~- 
Jutely neceffary for his own repofe, and in which 
his own intereft and that of his nephew con- 
curred. 

Peregrine, who was now turned of twelve,’ 
had made fuch advances under the inflruction of 
Jennings, that he often difputed upon grammar, 
and was fometimes thought to have the better 
in his contefts with the parifh-prieft, who, not- 
withftanding this acknow-edged fuperiority of his 
antagonift, did great juftice to his genius, which 
he affured Mr. Trunnion would be loft for want 
of cultivation, if the boy was not immediately 
fent to profecute his ftudies at fome proper femi- 
nary of learning. 

This maxim had more than once been inculcated 
upon the commodore by Mrs.’ Trunnion,who, over 
and above the deference fhe paid to the parfon’s 
opinion, had a reafon of her own for withing to fee 
the houfe clear of Peregrine, at whofe prying difpo- 
fition fhe began to be very uneafy. Induced by 
thefe motives, which were joined by the follici- 
tation of the youth himfelf, who ardently longed 
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tto fee a little more of the world, his uncle detex- 
amined to fend him forthwith toW inchefter, under 
the immediate care and infpection of a governor, 
to whom he allowed a very handfome appointment 
for that purpofe. This gentleman, whofe name 
ewas Mr. Jacob Jolter, had been fchoolfellow 
with the parfon of the parifh, who recommend- 
ed him to Mrs. Trunnion as a perfon of great 
worth and learning, in every refpect qualified for 
the office of a tutor. He likewife added, by 
way of eulogium, that he was a man of exem- 
plary piety, and particularly zealous for the ho- 
nour of the church of which he was a member, 
having been many years in holy orders, tho’ he 
did not then exercife any funétion of the prieft- 
hood. Indeed, Mr. Jolter’s zeal was fo exceed- 
ingly fervent, as, on fome occafions, to get the 
better of his difcretion: for, being an high- 
churchman, and of confequence a malecontent, 
his refentment was habituated into an infur- 
mountable prejudice againft the prefent difpo- 
fition of affairs, which, by confounding the na- 
tion with the miniftry, fometimes led him into. 
erroneous, not to fay abfurd calculations ; other- 
wile, a man of good morals, well verfed in ma- 
thematicks and f{chool-divinity, ftudies which had 
not at all contributed to fweeten and unbend the 

natural fournefs and feverity of his complexion, 
This gentleman being deftined to the charge 
of fuperintending Perry’s education, every thing 
was prepared for their departure; and Tom 
Pipes, in confequence of his own petition, put 
into livery, and appointed footman to the young 
fquire. But, before they fet out, the commo- 
_ More paid the compliment of communicating his 
defign to Mr, Pickle, who approved of the plan, 
| tho’ 
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tho’ he durft not venture to fee the boys fo 
much was he intimidated by the remonftrances 
of his wife, whofe averfton to her firft-born be- 
came every day more inveterate and unaccount- 
able. This unnatural caprice feemed to be fup- 
ported by a confideration which (one would ima- 
gine) might have rather vanquifhed her difguft. 
Her fecond fon Gam, who was now in the fourth 
year of his age, had been ricketty from the 
cradle, and as remarkably unpromifing in ap- 
pearance as Perry was agreeable in his perfon. 
As the deformity increafed, the mother’s fond- 
nefs was augmented, and the virulence of her 
hate againft the other fon feemed to prevail in 
the fame proportion. 

Far from allowing Perry to enjoy the com- 
mon privileges of a child, fhe would not fuffer 
him to approach his father’s houfe, exprefled un- 
eafinefs whenever his name happened to be men- 
tioned, fickened at his praife, and in all refpects 
behaved like a moft rancorous ftep-mother. Tho’ 
fhe no longer retained that ridiculous notion of 
his being an impoftor, fhe {till continued to ab- 
hor him, as if fhe really beiieved him to be 
{uch ; and when any perfon defired to know the 
caufe of her furprifing diflike, fhe always lott 
her temper, and peevifhly replied, that fhe had 
reafons of her own, which fhe was not obliged 
to declare: nay, fo much was fhe infected b 
this vicious partiality, that fhe broke off all com- 
merce with her fifter-in-law and the commodore, 
becaufe they favoured the poor child with thcir 
countenance and protection. 

Her malice, however, was fruftrated by the 
love and generofity of ‘Trunnion, who having 
adopted him as his own fon, equipped him ac- 
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cordingly, and carried him and his governor in 
his own coach to the place of deftination, where 
they were fettled on a very genteel footing, and 
every thing regulated according to their defires. 

Mrs. Trunnion behaved with great decency at 
the departure of her nephew, to whom, with a 
great many pious advices, and injunctions to be- 
have with fubmiffion and reverence towards his 
tutor, fhe prefented a diamond ring of fmall va- 
Jue, and a gold medal, as tokens of her affection 
and efteem. As for the lieutenant, he accom- 
panied them in the coach; and fuch was the 
friendfhip he had contracted for Perry, that when 
the commodore propofed to return, after having 
accomplifhed the intent of his journey, Jack ab- 
fulutely refufed to attend him, and fignified his 
refolution to ftay where he was. 

Trunnion was the more ftartled at this de- 
claration, as Hatchway was become fo neceflary 
to him in almoft all the purpofes of his life, that 
he forefaw he fhould not be able to exift without 
his company. Not-a little affected with this 
confideration, he turned his eye ruefully upon 
the lieutenant, faying in a piteous tone, ** What! 
leave me at laft, Jack, after we have weathered 
fo many hard gales together? D—n my limbs! 
I thought you had been more of an honeft heart : 
T looked upon you as my foremaft, and Tom 
Pipes as my mizzen ; now he is carried away, 
if fo be as you go too, my ftanding rigging be- 
ing decayed, d’ye fee, the firft fquall will bring 
me by the board. D—n ye, if in cafe I have 
given offence, can’t ye fpeak above-board? and 
I thall make you amends.” . 

Jack being afhamed to own the true fituation 
of his thoughts, after fome hefitation, anfwered 
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with perplexity and incoherence, ‘* No, damme! 
that an’t the cafe neither: to be fure you always 
ufed me in an officer-like manner, that I muft 
own, to give the devil his due, as the faying is ; 
but for all that, this here is the cafe, I have fome 
thoughts of going to {chool myfelf to learn your 
Latin Jingo; for, as the faying is, Better late 
mend than never do well: and | am informed as 
how one can get more for the money here than- 
any where elfe.”’ 

In vain did Trunnion endeavour to convince 
him of the folly of going to fchool at his years, 
by reprefenting that the boys would make game 
of him, and that he would become a laughing- 
ftock to all the world; he perfifted in his refo- 
lution to flay, and the commodore was fain to 
have recourfe to the mediation of Pipes and Perry, 
who employed their influence with Jack, and at. 
Jaft prevailed upon him to return to the gari- 
fon, after Trunnion had promifed he fhould be 
at liberty to vifit them once a month. This fti- 
pulation being fettled, he and his friend took. 
leave of the pupil, governor and attendant, and 
next morning fet out for their habitation, which 
they reached in fafety that fame night. 

Such was Hatchway’s reluctance to leave Pe- 
regrine, that he is faid, for the firft time in his 
life, to have looked mifty at parting: certain I 
am, that on the road homewards, after a long 
paufe of filence, which the commodore never 
dreamt of interrupting, he exclaimed all of a 
fudden, ** I’ll be damned if the dog han’t given: 
me fome ftuff to make me love him.” Indeed 
there was fomething congenial in the difpofition 
of thefe two friends, which never failed to ma- 
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nifeft itfelf in the fequel, howfoever different 
their education, circumftances and connexioas 
happened to be. 


CHAP, XVIII. 


Peregrine diffinguifhes himfelf among bis fchool- 
fellows, expofes his tutor, and attrad?s the pare 
ticular notice of the mafter. 


HUS left to the profecution of his ftu- 
dies, Peregrine was ina little time a di- 
ftinguifhed character, not only for his acutenefs. 
of apprehenfion, but alfo for that mifchievous 
fertility of fancy, of which we have alseady gi- 
ven fuch pregnant examples. But as there was 
a great number of fuch luminaries in this new 
fphere to which he belonged, his talents were not 
fo confpicuous, while they fhone in his fingle 
capacity, as they afterwards appeared, when they: 
concentrated and reflected the rays of the whole 
conftelation. 
At firft he confined himfelf to piddling game, 
exercifing his genius upon his own tutor, who 
attracted this attention, by endeavouring to fea- 
fon his mind with certain political maxims, the 
fallacy of which he had difcernment enough to 
perceive. Scarce a day pafled, on which he did 
not find means to render Mr. Jolter the object of 
ridicule; his violent prejudices, ludicrous vani-. 
ty, aukward folemnity and ignorance of man- 
kind, afforded continual food for the raillery, pe- 
tulance and fatire of his pupil, who never neg- 
lected an opportunity of laughing, and making 
others laugh at his expence. 
Some- 
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Sometimes in their parties, by mixing brandy 
im his wine, he decoyed this pedagogue into a 
debauch, during which his caution forfook him, 
and he expofed himfelf to the cenfure of the 
company. Sometimes, when the converfation’ 
turned upon intricate fubjects, he pradctifed upon 
him the Socratic method of confutation, andy» 
under pretence of being informed, by an artful: 
train of puzzling queftions, infenfibly betrayed 
him into felf-contradiction : and at one time 
he, in a moft dexterous manner, fet on foot a: 
correfpondence between him and the chambcr~- 
maid of the houfe, which ended in his utter 
-fhame and confufion. ‘The wench was hand- 
fome, Jolter was frail; and one evening, while’ 
in his cups, beheld her with acarnal eye. 

Perry, who was ever on the catch, di‘covered 
-his longing, and prevailed upon the object of his: 
paffion to feed his flame with fmall favours, until 
it became too violent to be reftrained: he then 
urged his addreffes with redoubled ardor, pro- 
mifed, vowed, bribed and intreated ; the inamorata 
feemed to yield, and bleffed him with a declara- 
tion, that her chamber-door fhould be left open: 
at midnight. 

True to the affignation, he rofe at the hour 
appointed, and full of the moft vigorous expec 
tation, in his fhirt, darkling explored his way to 
the place of rendezvous. His heart throbbed’ 
with joy when he found immediate admittance ;. 
he faw the cap of his Dulcinea, who feemed to 
be afleep ; he fprung into bed, and:clafped in his: 
- arms oh heavens! no other than the 
traitor Pipes, who, by his mafter’s dire€tion, per- 
fonated the maid; and returned the embrace 


with fuch mufcular contraction, that the unfor- 
G4 tunate 
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tunate lover felt the difappointment, and the im- 
pofibility of difengaging himfelf, at the fame 
time. His malicious pupil, attended by another 
fcholar who lived in the fame houfe, and the fly 
jilt who was the caufe of this difafter, imme- 
diately entered the room with lights, and detected 
the forlorn governor in all the mortification of 
difgrace. 3 : | 

This adventure deftroyed all the remains of 
authority which he had hitherto preferved over 
Peregrine ; fo that, for the future, no fort of ce- 
remony fubfifted between them, and all Mr. Jol- 
ter’s precepts were conveyed in hints of friendly 
advice, which the other might either follow or 
neglect at his own pleafure. No wonder then 
that Peregrine gave a loofe to his inclinations, 
and by dint of genius and an enterprifing temper, 
made a figure among the younger clafs of heroes. 
in the college. | 

Before he had been a full year at Winchefter, 
he had fignalized himfelf in fo many atchieve- 
ments, in defiance to the laws and regulations of 
the place, that he was looked upon with admi- 
ration, and actually chofen Dux, or leader, by 
a large body of his cotemporaries. It was not 
long before his fame reached the ears of the ma- 
fter, who fent for Mr. Jolter, communicated to. 
him the informations he had received, and de- 
fired him to check the vivacity of his charge, and 
redouble his vigilance in time to come, elfe he 
fhould be obliged to make a public example of 
his pupil for the benefit of the fchool. - 


The governor, confcious of his own unim- 


portance, was not a little difconcerted at this in- 
junction, which it was not in his power to fulfil 
by any compulfive means. He therefore went 

home 
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home in a very penfive mood,. and after mature 
deliberation, refolved to expoftulate with Pere- 
grine in the moft familiar terms, and endeavour. 
to difluade him from pratices which might affe&. 
his character as well as intereft. He accordingly 
frankly told him the fubje& of the mafter’s dif-. 
courfe, reprefented the difgrace he might incur 
by neglecting this warning ; and putting him in 
mind of his own fituation, hinted the confe- 
quences of the commodore’s difpleafure, in cafe 
he fhould be brought to difapprove of his con- 
duct. Thefe infinuations made the greater im- 
preffion, as they were delivered with many ex- 
preffions of friendfhip and concern. The young: © 
gentleman was not fo raw, but that he could per- - 
ceive the folidity of Mr. Jolter’s advice, to which 
he promifed to conform, beeaufe his pride was in- 
terefted in the affair ; and he confidered his own. 
reformation as the only means of avoiding that. 
infamy which even in idea he could not bear. 

His governor finding him fo reafonable, pro- 
fited by thefe moments of reflection, and in or- 
der-to prevent a relapfe,. propofed that he fhouid 
engage in fome delightful ftudy that would agree- 
ably amufe his imugination, and gradually de- 
tach him from thofe connexions which hed in- 
volved him in fo many troublefome adventures. 
For this purpofe, he,. with many rapturous en- 
comiums, recommenced the mathematics, as 
yielding more rational and fenfible pleafure to a 
youthful fancy than any other fubject of contem- 
plation ; and actually began to read Euclid with 
him that fame afternoon. 

Peregrine entered upon this branch of learning 
with all that warmth of application which boys 
commonly yield on the firft change of ftudy s 

G 5) but 
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but he had fcarce advanced beyond the Pons Af-- 
norum, when his ardor abated, the teft of truth. 
by demonftration did not. elevate him to thofe 
tranfports of joy with which his. preceptor had 


regaled his expectation; and before he arrived. 


at the forticth and feventh propofition, he began 
to yawn drearily, make abundance of wry faces, 


and thought himfelf. but indifferently paid for his. 


attention, when he fhared the vaft difcovery of 
Pythagoras, and underftood that. the fquare of 
the hypothenufe was equal to the fquares of the 
cther two fides of a right-angled triangle. He. 
was afhamed, however, to fail in his undertaking, 
and perfevered with great induftry,, until he had. 
finifhed the firft four books, acquired plain tri- 
gonometry, with the method of algebraica) cal- 


culation, and made himfelf well.acquainted with. 


the principles af furveving. But no confidera-. 


tion could prevail upon him ta extend his inquiries. 
farther in this fcience; and he returned with. 
double relifh to his. former avocations, like a. 


f{ream which being dammed, accumulates more 
force, and burfting o’er its.mounds, rufhes dowa 
with double impetuofity. 

Mr. Jolter faw with aftonifhment and. chagrin, 
but could not. refift the torrent. His behaviour 
was now no other than a feries.of licence and ef. 
frontery ; prank fucceeded prank, and outrage 
followed outrage with furprifing velocity. Com- 
plaints were every day preferred againft him ; in 
vain. were admomtions beftowed by the governor 
in private, and menaces.difcharged by the mafters 
in publick ; he difregarded the firft, defpifed the 
latter, divefted himfelf of all manner of reftraint, 
and proceeded in his career :to fuch a pitch of au- 
dacity,. that a. confultation was held upon the fubr 
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. je@t, in which it was determined that this unto- 
ward {pirit fhould be humbled by a fevere and ig- _ 
nominious flogging for the very next offence he 
fhould commit ; and in the mean time that Mr. 
Jolter fhould be defired to write in the mafter’s: 

Bame to the commodore, requefting him to re- 
move T’om Pipes from the perfon of his nephew, 
the faid Pipes being a principal actor and abettor 
in all his malverfations; and to put a ftop.to the 
monthly vifitations of the mutilated lieutenant, 
who had never once failed to ufe his permiffion, 
but came punétual toa day, always fraught with 
fome new invention. Indeed, by this time, Mr..- 
.Hatchway was as well known, and much better 
beloved by every boy in the fchool than the ma- 
{ter who inftruéted him, and always received by 
a number of the fcholars who ufed to attend 
Peregrine when he went forth to meet his friend, 
and conduét him to his lodging with public tefti- 
monies of joy and applaufe. | 

As for Tom Pipes he was not fo properly the 
attendant of Peregrine, as mafter of the revels to: 
the whole {chool. He mingled in all their parties, . 

-and fuperintended the diverfions, deciding be- 
tween boy and boy, as if he acted by commiffion: 
under the great feal. He regulated their motions 
by his whiftle, inftructed the young boys in the 
games of husfle-cap, leap-frog, and chuck far- 
thing ; imparted to thofe of a more advanced age’ 
the f{ciences of cribbidge and all-fours, tagether: 
with the method of ftorming the caftle, acting: 
the comedy of Prince Arthur, and othet panto-- 
mimes, as ihey are commonly exhibited at fea ; 
and: inftrudéted the feniors who were diftinguifhed ‘ 
by the appellation of bloods,-in cudgel- playing; - 
dancing the St, Giles’s hornpipe, drinking fip' 
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and fmoaking tobacco. ‘Thefe qualifications had: 

rendered him fo neceffary and acceptable to the 

{cholars, that exclufive of Perry’s concern in the 

affair, his difmiffion in all probability, would have 

produced fome dangerous convulfion in the com- 

munity, Jolter,; therefore, knowing his impor-. 
tance, informed his pupil of the directions he had 

received,. and very candidly afked how he fhould 

demean himf{elf in the execution; for he durft not 

write to the commodore without this previous 

notice, fearing that the young gentleman, as foon 
as he. fhould get an inkling of the affair, would 

follow. the example, and make his uncle. ac- 

quainted with certain anecdotes, which it was the 

governor’s intereft to keep concealed. Peregrine 

was. of opinion that he fhould fpare himfelf the- 
trouble of conve, ing any complaints to the com- 

modore; and if queftioned by the mafter, aflure 

him he had complied with his defire ; at the fame 

time he promifed faithfully to condu& himfelf 
with fuch circumfpection for the future, that the 

mafters fhould have no temptation to revive the 

inquiry.. But the refolution attending this ex- 

torted promife was too frail to lJaft, and in lefs. 
than a fortnight our young hero found himfelt 
intangled in an adventure from which he. was not. 
extricated with his ufual good fortune. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


File is concerned in a dangerous adventure with a 
certain gardener; heads an infurreétion in the 
Schools. takes the field with bis adherents, marches 
up into the country, and fixes his head quarters at 
an inn, 


H. and fome of his companions one day en- 
i 


tered a garden in the fuburbs, and having 
ndulged their appetites, defired to know what fa- 
tisfaction they muft make for the fruit they had 
pulled. ‘The gardener demanded what (in their 
opinion) was an exorbitant price; and they with 
many opprobious terms refufed to pay it. The 
peafant being furly and intra€table, infifted upon 
his right; neither was he deficient or fparing in 
the eloquence of vulgar abufe. His guefts at- 
tempted to retreat,. a fcuffle enfued, in which Pe- 
regrine loft his cap, and the gardener being in 
danger from the number of his foes, called to his 
wife to let Joofe the dog, who inftantly flew to. 
his mafter’s affiftance; and after having tore the 
leg of one, and the fhoulder of another, put the 
whole body of fcholars to flight. Enraged at the 
indignity which had been offered to them, they 
folicited a reinforcement of their friends, and with 
‘From Pipes at their head, marched back to the 
field-of battle. Their adverfary feeing them ap- 
proach, called his apprentice, who worked at the- 
other end of the ground, to his affiftance, armed 
him with a mattock, while he himfelf wielded an. 
hoe, bolted his door on the infide, and flanked 
with his man and maftiff, waited the attack with-. 


out flinching. He had not remained three mint 
1 
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in this pofture of defence, whenPipes, who aéted’ 
as the enemy’s forlorn hope, advanced to the gare: 
with great intrepidity, and clapping his foot to the 
_door, which was none of the ftouteft, with the 
_execution.and difpatch of a petard, fplit it.into a 
thoufand. pieces. This fudden execution had an 
immediate effect upon the ’prentice, who re- 
treated with great precipitation, and efcaped at- 
a poftern gate. But the mafter placed himfelf 
like another Hercules in: the breach; and when 
Pipes brandifhing his cudgel,. ftepped forward to 
engage him, levelled his weapon with fuch force 
and dexterity at his head, that had the fkull been 
made of penetrable ftuff, the. iron edge muft have 
cleft his pate in twain. Cafemated as he was, 
the inftrument cut fheer even to the bone, on 
which it ftruck with fuch amazing violence, that 
{parks of real fire were produced by the collifion. . 
And let not the incredulous reader pretend to 
doubt the truth of this phenomenon, until he 
fhall have firft perufed the ingenious Peter Kol- 
ben’s Natural Hiftory of the Cape.of Good Hope, . 
where the inhabitants commonly ufe. to ftrike 
fire with the fhin-bones of lions which have been 
killed in that part of Africk. 

Pipes, though a little difconcerted, far: from 
being difabled-by the blow, in a trice retorted 
the compliment with his.truncheon, which, had 
not his antagonift expeditioufly flipped his head. 
afide, would have laid him breathlefs acrofs his 
own threfho'd; but, happily for him, he received 
the falutation upon his right fhoulder, which 
crafhed beneath the ftroke, and the hoe. dropped 
inftantly from his tingling hand. Tom perceiv- 
ing, and being unwilling to forego the advantage 
he had gained, darsed his head into the.bofom of 
| this, 
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this fon of earth, and overturned him on thre 
plain, being himfelf that inftant affaulted by the 
mattif, who faftened upor the outfide of his 
thigh. Feeling himfelf incommoded by this af- 
failant in: his- rear, he quitted the proftrate gar- 
dener to the refentment of his affociates, who 
poured upon him in fhoals, and turning about, 
Jaid hold: with: both his hands of this ferocious 
animal’s throat, which he fqueezed with fuch in- 
credible force and perfeverance, that the creature 
quitted his hold; his tongue lolled out of his 
jaws, the blood ftarted from his eyes, and he 
fwung a lifelefs trunk between the hands of his. 
vanquifher, 

Tt was. well for his mafter: that: he did not- 
longer exift;: for by this time he was over 
whelmed. by fuch a multitude of foes, that his 
whole body fcarce afforded points of contact to 
all the fifts that drummed upon it,. confequently, 
to ufe a vulgar phrafe, his wind was almoft knock-. 
edl out, before Pipes had leifure to interpofe in his 
behalf, and perfuade his offenders to defift, by 
reprefenting that the wife had gone to alarm the 
neighbourhood, and that in all probability, they 
would be intercepted in their return. ‘They ace 
cordingly liftened. to his remonftrances, and 
marched homewards in triumph, leaving the gar 
dener in the embraces of his-mother ‘earth, from 
which he had not power to move when he was 
found by. his difconfolate helpmate .and fome 
friends whom fhe had aflembled for his affiftance, 
Among thefe was a blackfmith and -farrier, who 
took cognizance of his carcafe, every limb .of 
which having examined, he declared there was 
no bone broke, and taking out his fleam, blooded 


him plentifully as be lay.. He -was then conveyed 
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to his bed, from which he was not able to ftir: 


during a whole month, and his family coming 
upon the parifh, a formal complaint was made to 
the matter of the college, and Peregrine repre- 
fented as the ring-leader of thofe who committed 
this barbarous affault. An inquiry was immedi- 


ately fet on foot, and the articles of impeachment. 
being fully proved, our hero was fentenced to be. 
feverely chaftifed in the face of the whole fchool. . 
This was a difgrace the thoughts of which his. 


proud heart could not brook. He refolved to make 
his elopement rather than undergo the punifh- 


ment to which he was doomed ; and having fig-. 


nified his fentiments to his confederates, they pro- 


mifed, one and all, to ftand by him, and either: 


{creen him from chaftifement, or fhare his fate. 


Confiding in this friendly proteftation, he ap-- 


peared unconcerned on the day that was appointed 
tor his punifhment; and when he was called to 


his defiiny, advanced towards the fcene, attended. 


by the greateft part of the fcholars, who inti- 
mated their determination to the matter, and 
propofed that Peregrine fhould be forgiven. The 
furerior behaved with that dignity of demeanor 
which became his place, reprefented the folly and 


prefumption of their demand, reprehended them. 


for their audacious proceeding, and ordered every 


- boy to his refpective ftation ; but they had gone | 


too far to retract, and inftead of. obeying the in- 
junction they had received, marched directly out 
of the college, with their captain in the midft of 
them, and halting ona rifing ground at the dif 
tance of a fhort mile from town, held a council 
to deliberate on what was to be done. 


This confultation was too tumultuous to end. 


in any unanimous decifion, fo that Mr. Pickle 
put 
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put himfelf at their head, and proceeded ftraight 
forward till the hurry and confufion that pre- 
vaiicd among them fhould fubfide ; while Tom 
Pipes, who had by this time joined the company, 
brought up the rear with great calmnefs and tran- 
quillity, and never once inquired into the reafon 
of this extraordinary migration. They purfued 
this indeterminate courfe for fix miles, when a 
public-houfe prefenting itfelf to their view, there 
was a propofal made to halt for refrefhment, and 
they difpofed of themfelves accordingly, as the 
conveniencies of the place would permit. Having 
made a very hearty breakfaft on bread and butter 
and cheefe, which they took care to dilute with 
a proportionable quantity of ale; a motion was 
made for holding another board, from which the 
younger boys were excluded, that they might, 
as much as poffible, avoid clamour and diftrac- 
tion in their counfels. Here Peregrine being in- 
vefted with the fupreme command, made a pub- 
lic fpeech to his conftituents, wherein having 
thanked them for their generous interpofition in 
his favour, and the great honour they now con- 
ferred upon him, he obferved that in all likeli- 
hood, they fhould in a little time reap the fruits 
of their refolution, and be recalled with honour 
to the ftudies they had left; but as it would be 
neceflary to perfevere a little longer, that the 
mafters might fee they were not mere boys whom 
they had difobliged, he propofed that they fhould 
difmifs the minor brothers who were not capable 
of enduring a little fatigue, and depofit all their 
money in the hands of one perfon who fhould be 
chofen for that truft, and to regulate their ex- 
pence upon the road; while they advanced far- 
~ ther into the country, and waited patiently i 


- 
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the terms which would undoubtedly be propound- 
ed unto them. The propofal was unanimoufly 
embraced, the money produced, to the amount of 
ten guineas, and put into the hands of Pipes, who 
was eleCted caterer and purfer to the whole com- 
munity ; and the young boys being exhorted to: 
return, the reft, to the number of five and. 
twenty, departed under the aufpices of Peregrine, 
who conducted them ten miles farther to a certain 
village, where they took up their lodging at an 
inn, and befpoke fomething hot for fupper; after 
which they called for punch and ftrong beer, and 
indulged themfelves in fuch intemperance, that 
ma little time riot and diforder prevailing, they 
fallied forth in queft of willing dames to crown | 
their enjoyment, and committed many other ex- 
ceffes which the prudence and authority of Pere- 
grine could not reftrain. 

In the morning the landlord faved them the 
trouble of calling for a bill, and they had the mor- 
tification to fee that their night’s extravagance had 
mounted up their expence to one half of their 
whole ftock. Thev difcharged the reckoning, 
and as few or none of them had any inclination 
or appetite for breakfaft, put themfelves in mo- 
‘tion, and marched onwards for feven miles before 
they made another halt. This happened on the — 
edge of a common, where they perceived the 
-fign of the George, to the no fmall comfort and 
fatisfaQtion of fome among them,. whofe tongues 
by this time cleaved to the roofs of their mouths, 
in confequence of the debauch of laft night. Here 
then they paufed, and having moiftened their 
throats with plentiful ftreams of ale, began to re- 
lith the fituation, and ordered their fteward to 
provide fomething for.dinner. The people of the 

houfe: 
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hhoufe would have gladly difpenfed with their cuf- 
tom, as they had no great faith either in the finan- 
ees or principles of their guefts, who feemed too- 
young to be poffefled of much money or confide- 
yation. But as they lived in a folitary place, un- 
provided with defence againft the infults to which 
they might be expofed from the refentment of 
fuch a diforderly crowd, they would not venture 
to fignify their diftruft, and lamented that there 
was nothing in the koufe with which they could 
entertain them. ‘Tom Pipes, who had obferved 
a flock of geefe upon the eommon, and:abundance 
of poultry in the yard, took no notice of the 
Jandlord’s declaration, but went out, and in Jefs. 
than five minutes returned. with provifion. fuffici- 
ent to regale twice the number of his affociates. 
The woman durft not venture to difapprove of 
what he had done, but after having affured him 
‘that the fowls were none of her own, very peace=- 
ably employed her whole family in preparing 
them for the fire, and fome bacon and greens be- 
ing added to the repaft, our company difpofed 
thensfelves in different groups upon the grafs, and 
dined with great mirth and: fatisfaction, without 
ence recollecting that another fuch meal would 
utterl) exhauft their common fund. However, 
this {weet infenfibility did not long prevail; about 
four o'clock they called to pay, and were very 
much ftartled to find themfelves charged no lefs 
than two pounds eleven and fixpence for the en- 
tertainment they had received. ‘They looked 
upon this reckoning as unconfcionable, and dif- 
puted every article accordingly; but the landlady 
folemnly protefted that the fum would barely in-. 
demnify her, and imputed great part of the charge 
to the unneceflary number of geefe and eae 
which. 
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which had been flaughtered without her know- 
ledge or confent. | 

Pipes, who on certain fubjects, thought a lit- 
tle too much at large, propofed to punifh her 


for her exorbitant demand, by marching off 


without paying one farthing ; but this advice Pe- 
regrine declined with difdain, looking upon fuci 
an expedient as inconfiftent with the dignity of 
the corps which he had the honour to command ; 
and ordered. that the bill fhould be immedictely 
_ difcharged. ‘This affair being fettled to the fatis- 
faction of all parties concerned, they refumed 
their march, and in the evening arrived at a cer- 
tain market town, where they refolved to fix 
their quaiters until they fhould hear tidings from 
the college which they had left. With this view 
they chofe their refidence at the beft inn belong- 
ing to the place, and determined: to manage: the 
remains of their fortune with great frugality. But 
the fpirits of fome amongft them beginning to 
flag, in confequence of the fatigue of their jour- 
ney, and their own reflection that now reprefented 
the folly of their defign, with the uncomfortable 
circumftances that muft in a few hours attend the: 
confumption of their flock; this prudent fcheme 
of ceconomy- was over-ruled, a huge bowl of 
punch prepared, and Pipes ordered to enliven the 
company with a fong. ‘Their cares were ina 


little time overwhelmed, and the greateft part of | 


the night was confumed in mirth and jollity ; 
though next morning they waked in the horrors, 
and univerfal defpondence took place, when they 
Jearnt that their bank was fcarce able to defray 
the expence of their bill, which they received next 
their ftomachs, and were obliged to difcharge. 


They: 
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They were now reduced to a dilemma that 
occafioned another general confultation, in which 
they agreed to club their pocket-pieces and filver 
buckles for prefent fupport, and give notice by 
letters of their fituation to their refpective rela- 
tions, taking care to afcribe their diftrefs to the 
ill ufage they had met with at fchool: on this oc- 
cafion Peregrine produeed the ring and medal he 
had received from Mrs. Trunnion, and Pipes not 
only prefented his own purfe, which was pretty 
well furnifhed, but even made a proffer of his 


filver whiftle, with the chain by which it had for: © 


many years depended from his neck. ‘They 
thanked him for his difinterefted attachment, but 
all his folkicitations could not prevail upon the’ 
chiefs to profit by this inftance of his good fel- 
lowfhip; becaufe they confidered him as a perfon 
whofe affiftance in this particular it was neither 
juft nor honourable to ufe. 


CHAP. XX. 


The governors tamper with their pupils, Peregrine 
is deferted, prevailed upon to return, and fubmit 
to correction ; fublimes hts ideas, commences gal- 
dant, and becomes acquainted with Mifs Emily 
Gauntlet. | 


EAN while the mafter, furprifed and 
difconcerted at fuch an unprecedented fe- 

ceflion, convened all the tutors of thofe whe 
were concerned in this dangerous affociation, in 
order to concert proper meafures for recalling 
them ; and after mature deliberation, as it was. 
the opinion of every body, that fuch a number. 
of raw, hot-headed boys, without money, a 
ucts 
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duct, experience or plan, could not poffibly co- 
here for any length of time, they refolved to 
leave them to the operation of their own paf- 
fions ; not doubting that as the firft impulfe 
gradually weakened, they would drop off one by 
one, and the whole confederacy be thus melted 
down. The return of the young boys juftified 
the prognoftic; but the mafters were not a little 
alarmed, when they underftood that the reft had 
chofen a general, fubmitted to certain regula- 
tions, and adopted a determinate defign. ‘They 
refolved, neverthelefs, to give them a little more 
{cope, and waited four and twenty hours for the - 
effect of their forbearance ; when hearing no ac- 
counts from the deferters, they began to cone 
fider this revolt as a very ferious affair; and in. 
purfuance of their advice and dire&tion, the go- 
vernors fet out in queft of their ftray pupils. 

It was not difficult to difcover the rout they 
had taken ; fuch a remarkable caravan could not 
pafs unheeded ; they got intimation of their ad- 
vances from ftage to ftage, and at night arrived 
at an inn that ftood on the road, about two 
miles fhort of the town where the adventurers 
had fettled their head quarters. From hence they 
repaired in a body to the houfe of a neighbouring 
juftice, who, in confequence of their reprefen- 
tations, granted a warrant to apprehend and fe- 
cure the body of Thomas Pipes, as an idle va- 
‘gabond and feducer of youth. Thus autho- 
rifed, they went early next morning to the town, 
and fet up their horfes at another inn, where 
they remained incognito, until they had engaged 
the conftable with a competent number of af- 
fiftants; then a perfon was fent to inform Mr. 

Pipes, 
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Pipes, that his company was defired at the White 


Hart. 

Tom received this meffage immediately after 
the contribution of effects, already mentioned ; 
and imparted the contents to his mafter, who 
rightly judging that it concerned the common 
caufe, defired him to obey the fummons. He 
followed the meflenger accordingly; and no 
fooner fet his nofe within the room to which he 
was directed, than the conftable and his pofle 
fprung upon him, before he had the leaft intima- 
tion of his defign, or any opportunity of acting 
in his own defence. 

Thus overpowered, he was made acquainted 
with the caufe of his being arrefted, which, in 
all appearance, did not give him a great deal of 
concern, and in private committed to jail, where 
he was left to his own meditations. 

This previous meafure being fuccefsfully taken, 
the tutors went into feparate apartments, and 
fending for their refpective pupils, each plied hig 
own charge in particular with fuch arguments as 
he judged molt conducive to difluade him from 
perfevering in the imprudent fcheme which he 
had already profecuted too far. No great elo- 
quence was required to accomplifh this aim,which 
was already more than half effected by their own 
reflections; and therefore the greateft part of 
them yielded to fuch reafonable remonftrances, 
and confented to return to fchool, provided they 
might be indulged with a general amnefty for 
what-they had done. This they were impow- 
ered to promife to all of them, except Peregrine, 
whom, as ringleader and firft caufe of this diftur- 
bance, the mafter had marked out for a public 
example, For this reafon he ftood out againi 
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all the admonitions of Mr. Jolter, who in vain. 
conjured him to put up with a little correction, 
rather than run the rifk of being ignominioufly 
expelled, and of forfeiting the friendfhip of his 
uncle, on whom he knew his chief dependance 
was built; till at length, feeing his adherents 
perfuaded out of their allegiance, and himfelf 
bereft of all company and means of fubfiftence, 
he with great reluctance refigned himfelf to his 
fate ; and having obtained the difcharge of Pipes, 
was reconducted to the college, where, netwith- - 
ftanding the interceffion of his governor, who 
begged earneftly that his punifhment might be 
mitigated, our unfortunate hero was publickly 
horfed, in terrorem of all whom it might concern. 

This difgrace had a very fenfible effe& upon 
the mind of Peregrine, who having, by this 
time, paffed the fourteenth year of his age, be- 
gan to adopt the pride and fentiments of a man. 
Thus difhonourably ftigmatized, he was afhamed 
to appear in public as ufual; he was incenfed 
againft his companions for their infidelity and ir- 
refolution, and plunged into a profound reverie 
that lafted feveral weeks, during which he fhook 
off his boyifh connections, and fixed his view 
upon objects which he thought more worthy of 
his attention, 

In the courfe of his gymnaftic exercifes, at 
which he was very expert, he contracted inti- 
macies with feveral youths who were greatly his 
fuperiors in point of age, and who, pleafed with 
his afpiring genius and addrefs, introduced him 
into parties of gallantry, which ftrongly capti- 
vated his inclination. He was by natufe parti- 
cularly adapted for fucceeding in adventures of 
this kind 5 over and above a motft engaging perfon- 

that 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 145 


that improved with his years, he pofleffed a dig- 
nified affurance, an agreeable ferocity which in- 
hanced the conqueft of the fair who had the good 
fortune to enflave him, unlimited generofity, and 
a fund of humour which never failed to pleafe. 
Nor was he deficient in the more folid accom- 
plifhments of yoyth; he had profited in his ftu- 
dies beyond expectation, and befides that fen- 
fibility of difcernment which is the foundation 
of tafte, and in confequence of which he di- 
ftinguifhed and enjoyed the beauties of the Claf- 
fics, he had already given feveral fpecimens of 2 
very promifing poetic talent. 

With this complexion and thefe qualifications, 
no wonder that our hero-attraCted the notice 
and affection of the young Delias in town, 
whofe, hearts had juft begun to flutter for they 
knew not what. Inquiries were made concern- 
ing his condition ; and no fooner were his cx- 
pectations known, than he was invited and ca- 
reffed by all the parents, while their daughters 
vyed with each other in treating him with parti- 
cular complacency. He infpired love ard cmu-' 
lation wherever he appearcd ; envy and jealous 
rage followed of courfe ; fo that he became a very 
defirable, though a very dangerous acquaintance. 
His moderation was not equal to his fuccefs ; 
his. vanity took the lead of his paffions, difipating 
his attention, which might otherwife have fixed 
him to. one object ; and he was potleffed with the 
rage of increafing the number of his conquetfts. 
With this view he frequented public walks, con- . 
certs and affemblies, became remarkably rich and. 
fafhionable in his cloaths, gave entertainments 
to the ladies, and was in. the utmoft hazard of 
turning out a moft egregious coxcomb. 

_ Vou. I. H While 
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While his character thus wavered between the 
ridicule of fome, and the regard of others, an 
accident happened, which, by contracting. his 
view to one object, detached him from thofe 
vain purfuits that would in time have plunged 
kim into an abyfs of folly and contempt. Being 
ene evening at the ball which ts always given to 
the ladies at the time of the races, the perfon 
who acted as mafter of the ceremonies, knowing 
how fond Mr. Pickle was of every opportunity 
to difplay himfelf, came up and told him, that 
there was a fine young creature at the other end 
of the room, who feemed to have a great incli- 
nation to dance a minuet, but wanted a partner, 
the gentleman who attended her being in boots. 

Peregrine’s vanity being arroufed at this inti- 
mation, he went up to reconnoitre the young 
Jady, and was ftruck with admiration at her 
beauty. She feemed to be of his own age, was 
tall, and tho’ flender, exquifitely fhaped; her 
hair was auburn, and in fuch plenty, that the 
barbarity of drefs had not been able to pre- 
vent it from fhading both fides of her forehead, 
which was high and polifhed; the contour of 
her face was oval, her nofe very little raifed into 
the aquiline form, that contributed to the fpirit 
and dignity of her afpect; her mouth was fmall, 
her lips plump, juicy and delicious, her teeth re- 
gular and white as driven fnow, her complexion 
incredibly delicate and glowing with health, and 
her full blue eyes beamed forth vivacity and love : 
her mein was at the fame time commanding and 
engaging, her addrefs perfe€tly genteel, and her 
whole appearance fo captivating, that our young 
Adonis looked, and was overcome. 


He 
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‘He no fooner recolleéted himfelf from his afto- 
nifhment, than he advanced to her with a grace- 
ful air of refpea&t, and begged fhe would do him 
the honour to walk a minuet with him. She 
feemed particularly pleafed with his application, 
and very frankly complied with his requeft. This 
pair was too remarkable to efcape the particular 
notice of the company: Mr. Pickle was well 
known by almodt every body in the room, but 
his partner was altogether a new face, and cf 
confequence underwent the criticifm of all the 
ladies in the affembly ; one whifpered, ‘* She has 
a good complexion, but don’t you think fhe is a 
little awry ?”’ A fecond pitied her for her maf- 
culine nofe ; a third obferved, that fhe was auk- 
ward for want ef fecing company ; a fourth di-’ 
ftinguifhed fomething very bold in her counte- 
nance ; and in fhort, there was not a beauty in 
her whole compofition, which the glafs of envy 
did not pervert into a blemifh. 
~ The men, however, looked upon her with dif- 
ferent eyes; among them her appearance pro- 
duced an univerfal murmur of applaufe; they en- 
circled the fpace on which fhe danced, ard were 
enchanted by her graceful motion. While they 
launched out in the praife of her, they exprefled 
their difpleafure at the good fortune of her part- 
ner, whom they damned for a little finical cox- 
comb, that was too much engrofled by the con- 
templation of his own perfon, to difcern or de- 
ferve the favour of his fate. He did not hear, 
therefore could not repine at thefe invedctives ; 
but while they imagined he indulged his vanity, 
a much more generous paffion had taken poflef- 
fion of his heart. 
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Inftead of that petulance of gaiety for which 
he had been diftinguifked in his public appear- 
ance, he now gave manifeft figns of confufioa 
and concern; he danced with an anxiety which 
impeded his performance, and bluyfhed to the 
syes at every falfe flep he made. ‘Though this 
extraordinary agitation was overlooked by the 
men, it could not efcape the obfervation of the 
ladies, who perceived it with equal furprize and 
zefentment ; and when Peregrine led this fair un- 
known to her feat, exprefled their pique in an 
affected titter, which broke from every mouth 
at the fame inftant, as if all of them had been 
informed by the fame fpirit. | 

Peregrine was neeled at this unmannerly mark 
of difapprobation, and, in order to increafe thei 
chagrin, endeavoured to enter into particular 
converfation with their fair rival. The young 
lady herfelf, who neither wanted penetration, 
nor the confcioufnefs of her own accomplifh- 
ments, refented their behaviour, though fhe tri- 
umphed at the caufe of it, and gave her partner 
all the encouragement he coulddefire. Her mo- 
ther, who was prefent, thanked him for his ci- 
vility in taking fuch notice of a ftranger, and he 
received a compliment of the fame nature from 
the young gentleman in boots, who, was her owa 
brother. 

If he was charmed with her appearance, he. 
was quite ravifhed with her difcourfe, which was 
fenfible, {pirited and gay. Her frank and {prightly 
demeanour excited his own confidence and good. 
humour; and he defcribed to her the characters 
of thofe females who had honoured them with 
fuch a fpiteful mark of diftinGign, in terms fa. 
replete with humorous fatire, that fhe feemed to 

liften 
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liftén with particular complacency of attention, 
and diftinguifhed every nymph thus ridiculed with 
fuch a fighificant glance, 48 overwhelmed her 
with chagtin diid mortification. In thort, they 
féemed to relith each other’s converfation, uciie 
which our young Damon acquitted himfelf wit 
great {kill in all the duties of gallantry ; he laid 
hold of proper opportunities to exprefs his ad- 
imiration of her charms, had rétourfe to the fi-~ 
Fent rhetoric of tender looks, breathed divers in- 
fidious fighs, ahd attached himfelf wholly to her 
durifig the remaining part of the entertainment. 

When the company broke up,. he attended 
her to her lodgings, and took leave of her with 
a fqlteeze of the hand, after having obtained per- 
miffion to vifit her next mornifig, and beeh in- 
fortried by the mother that her nate was Mifs 
Emilia Gauntlet. 

All night lung he tlofed hot an eye, but 
amufed himfelf with plans of pleaftire, which his 
imagination fugpelted, in confequence of this 
fiew acquaintance. He arofe with the lark, ad- 
jufted his air into an agreeable negligence of 
curl, and dtefling himfelf in a genteel grey frock 
trimmed with ftlver bindihg, waited with the 
utmoft impatience for the hout of ten, which 
fio foonér itruck, than he hied him to the 
place of appointment, arid ittquiring for Mifs 
Gauntlet, was fhewn into a parlour. Here he 
had not waited above teh minutes, when Etnilia 
entered in a moft inchanting undrefs, with all 
thé graces of nature playing about her perfon, 
and in a moment rivetted the chains of his fla+ 
very beyond the power of actident to unbind. 

Her mother being ftill abed, and her brother 
gone to give orders about the chaife, in a 
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they propofed to return that-fame day to their 
own habitation, he enjoyed her company téte a 
téte a whole hour, during which he declared his 
love in the moft paffionate terms, and begged 
that he might be admitted into the number of 
thofe admirers whom fhe permitted to vifit and 
adore her. 

She affected to look upon his vows and protefta- 
ions as the ordinary effects of gallantry, and very 
obligingly affured him, that were fhe to live in 
that place, fhe fhould be glad to fee him often ; 
but as the fpot on which fhe refided was at a 
confiderable diftance, fhe could not expect he 
would go fo far upon fuch a trifling occafion, or 
take the trouble of providing himfelf with her 
mamma’s permiffion. | 

To this favourable hint he anfwered with all 
the eagernefs of the moft fervid paffion, that he 
had uttered nothing but the genuine dictates of 
his heart, and defired nothing fo much as an op- 
portunity of evincing the fincerity of his profef- 
fions; and that though fhe lived at the extre- 
mity of the kingdom, hé would find means to 
lay himfelf at her feet, provided he could vifit 
her with her mother’s confent, which he affured 
her he would not fail to follicit. 

She then gave him to underftand, that her ha- 
bitation was about fixteen miles from Winchefter, 
in a village which fhe named, and where (as he 
could eafily collet from her difcourfe) he would 
be no unwelcome gueft. 

In the midft of this communication they were 
"joined by Mrs. Gauntlet, who received him with 
great courtefy, thanked him again for his polite- 
nefs to Emy at the Ball, and anticipated his in- 

tentians, 
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tention, by faying that fhe fhould be very glad to 
fee him at her houfe, if ever his occafions fhould 
call him that way. 


CHAP. XXI. 


He inquires into the fituation of this ycung lady 
with whom he ts enamcured 5 elopes from fchool ; 
is found by the lieutenant, reconveved to Win- 
chefter, aid fends a Iolier qwith a copy of verfes 
to his mzjtre/s. 


E was tranfported with pleafure at this in-- 

vitation, which he aflured her he fhould 
not neglect; and after alittle more converfation 
on general topics; took his leave of the charm- 
ing Emilia and her prudent mamma, who had 
perceived the firft emotions of Mr. Pickle’s paf- 
fion for her daughter, and been at fome pains to 
inquire about his family and fortune. 

Neither was Peregrine lefs inquifitive about 
the fituation and pedigree of his new miftre(s, 
who, he learned, was the only daughter of a 
field-officer, who died before he had it in his: 
power to make fuitable provifion for his children ; 
that the widow lived in a frugal, though decent 
manner, on the penfion, affitted by the bounty 
ef her relations; that the fon carried arms as vo- 
Junteer in the company which his father had 
commanded ; and that Emilia had been educated 
in London, at the expence of a rich uncle, who 
was feized with the whim of marrying at the age 
of fifty-five ; in confequence of which, his niece 
had returned to her mother, without any vifible 
dependance, except on her own conduct and qua- 
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This account, though it could not diminifh 
his affection, neverthelefs alarmed his pride ; for 
his warm imagination had exaggerated all his 
own profpects; and he began to fear, that his 
paffion for Emilia might be thought to derogate 
from the dignity of his fituation. The ftruggle 
between his intereft and love produced-a per- 
plexity which had an evident effect upon his be- 
haviour; he became penfive, folitary and peevifh, 
avoided all publick diverfions, and grew fo re- 
markably negligent in his drefs, that he was 
fcarce diftinguifhable by his own acquaintance. 
‘This contention of thoughts continued feveral 
weeks, at the end of which the charms of Emi- 
lia triumphed over every other confideration ; 
and having received a fupply of money from the 
commodore, who acted towards him with great 
generofity, he ordered Pipes to put up fome 
jinnen, and other neceffaries, in a fort of knap- 
fack which he could conveniently carry, and 
thus attended fet out early one morning on foot 
for the village where his charmer lived, at which 
he arrived before two o’clock in the afternoon ; 
having ehofen this method of travelling, that his 
rout might not be fo eafily difcovered, as it muft — 
have been, had he hired horfes, or taken a place 
iy the {tage-coach. 

The firft thing he did was to fecure a conve- 
nient lodging at the inn where he dined; then 
he fhifted himfelf, and according to the direQion 
he had received, went to the houfe of Mrs. 
Gauntlet in a tranfport of joyous expectation. 
As he approached the gate his agitation increafed, 
he knocked with impatience and concern, the 
door opened, and he had actually afked if Mrs. 
Gauntlet was at home, before he perceived that the 
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portrefs was no other than his dear Emilia. She 
was not without emotion at the unexpected fight 
of her lover, who inftantly recognizing his charm- 
er, obeyed the irrefiftible impulfe of his love, and 
caught the fair creature in his arms. Nor did 
fhe feem offended at this forwardnels ef beha- 
viour, which might have difpleafed another of z 
lefs open difpofition, or lefs ufed to the freedom 
of a fenfible education; but ber natural frank- 
nefs had been encouraged and improved by the 
eafy and familiar intercourfe in which fle had 
been bred; and therefore, inftead of reprimand- 
ing him with a feverity of look, fhe with great 
good humour rallied him uper his afurance, 
which, fhe obferved, was undoubtedly the effec 
of his own confcious merit, and conducted him 
into a parlour, where he found her mother, whe 
in very polite terms expreffed her fatisfaction at 
feeing him within her houfe. . 

Having drank tea together, Mifs Emy pro- 
pofed an evening walk, which they enoyed 
through a variety of little copfes and lawns, wa+ 
tered by a moft romantic ftream, that quite en- 
chanted the imagination of Peregrine. ; 

It was late before they returned from this 
agreeable excurfion, and when cur lover wifhed 
the ladies good night, Mrs. Gauntlet infifted up- 
on his ftaying to fupper, and treated him with 
particular demonftrations of regard and affections 
As her ceconomy was not encumbered. with an 
unneceflary number of domeftics, herown prefence 
was often required in different parts ef the heufe, 
fo that the young gentleman. was. fupplied with. 
frequent opportunities of promoting his fuit, by 
all the tender oaths and. infinuations that hie paf- 
fion could fugzeft. He protefted, that her idea 

He 5 had. 
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had taken fuch entire pofleffion of his heart, that 
finding himfelf unable to fupport her abfence one 
day longer, he had quitted his ftudies, and left 
his governor by ftealth, ‘that he might vifit: the 
object of his adoration, and be bleffed in her 
company for a few days without interruption. 

She liftened to his addreffes with fuch affability 
as denoted approbation and delight, and gently 
chid him as a thoughtlefs truant, but carefully 
avoided the confeffion of a mutual flame; be- 
caufe fhe difcerned, in the midft of all his ten- 
dernefs, a levity of pride which fhe durft not 
venture to truft with fuch a declaration. Per- 
haps fhe was confirmed in this caution by her mo- 
ther, who very wifely, in her civilities to hims 
maintained a fort of ceremonious diftance, which 
fhe thought not only requifite for the honour and 
intereft of her family, but likewife for her own 
exculpation, fhould fhe ever be taxed with hav- 
ing encouraged or abetted him in the imprudent 
fallics of his youth: yet notwithftanding this af- 
fected referve, he was treated with fuch diftinétion 
both by one and t’other, that he was ravifhed 
with-his. fituation, and became more and more 
enamoured every day. 

While he remained under the influence of this 
{weet intoxication, his abfence produced great 
difturbance at Winchefter. Mr. Jolter was grie- 
voufly afflicted at his abrupt departure, which 
alarmed him the more, as it happened after a 
long fit of melancholy which fe had perceived in 
his pupil. He communicated his apprehenfions 
to the mafter of the fchool, who advifed him 
to apprize the commodore of his nephew’s difap- 
pearance, and in the mean time inquire at all 
the inns in town, whether he had hired horfes, 
or 
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or any fort of carriage, for his conveyance, or 
was not met with on the road by any perfon who 
could give an account of the direction in which 
he travelled, 

This fcrutiny, though performed with great di- 
ligence and minutenefs, was altogether ineffectual ; . 
‘they could obtain no intelligence of the runaway. 
Mr. Trunnion was well nigh diftracted at the 
news of his flight ; he raved with great fury at 
the imprudence of: Peregrine, whom in his fir 
tranfports he damned as an ungrateful -deferter 3. 
then he curfed Hatchway and Pipes, who he 
{wore had foundered the lad by their pernicious 
counfels ; and, laftly, transferred his execrations 
upon Jolter, becaufe he had not kept a better 
look-out: finally, he made an apoftrophe to that 
fon of a bitch the gout, which for the prefent 
difabled him from fearching for his nephew in 
perfon. That he might not, however, neglect 
any means in his: power, he immediately dif- 
patched exprefies to all the fea-port towns on that 
coaft, that he might be prevented from leaving 
the kingdom ; and the lieutenant, at his own de- 
fire, was fent acrofs the country, in queft of this 
young fugitive, 

Four days had he unfuccefsfully carried on his: 
inquiries with great accuracy, when refolving to. 
return by Winchefter, where he hoped to meet 
with fome hints of intelligence, by: which hé 
might profit in his future fearch, he-ftruck off 
the common road, to take the benefit of a nearer 
cut; and finding: himfelf benighted. near a vil- 
lage, took up his lodging at the firft inn to whicir 
his horfe direéted him.. Having befpoke: fome- 
thing for fupper, and retired to his chamber; 
where he amufed. quae a a pipe, he heard 
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a confufed noife of ruflic jollity, which being all 
of a fudden interrupted, after a fhort paufe his 
ear was faluted by the voice of Pipes, who, at 
the follicitation of the company, began to enter- 
tain them with a fong. 

Hatchway inftantly recognized the well-known 
found, in which indeed he could not poffibly be 
miftaken, as nothing in nature bore the leaft re- 
femblance to it; he threw his pipe into the 
ehimney, and fnatching up one of his piftols, ran 
immediately to the apartment from whence the 
voice iffued: he no fooner entered, than diftin- 
guifhing his old fhip-mate in a crowd of country 
peafants, he in a moment fprung upon him, and 
clapping his piftol to his breaft, exclaimed, 
‘© Damn you, Pipes, you’re a dead man, if you 
don’t immediately produce young mafter.”’ 

This menacing application had a much greater 
effect upon the company than upon Tom, who 
looking at the lieutenant with great tranquillity, 
replied, ** Why fo I can, Mafter Hatchway.” 
‘© What! fafe and found?” cried the other. 
“© As aroach,” anfwered Pipes, fo much to the 
fat faction of his friend Jack, that he fhook him 
by the hand, and defired him to proceed with 
his fong. “Fhis being performed, and the reck- 
ening difcharged, the two friends adjourned to 
‘the ather room, where the heutenant was in- 
formed of the manner in which the young gen- 
tleman had made his elopement from college, ‘2s 
well as of the other particulars of his prefent fi- 
tuation, as far as they had fallen within the fphere 
of his comprehenfion. 

While they fat thus conferring together, Pe- 
regrine having taken his leave of his miftrefs for 
the night, cume home, and. was not a little fur- 

prifed, 
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prifed, when Hatchway entering his chamber in 
his fea attitude, thruft out his hand by way of 
falutation. His old pupil received him as ufual, 
with great cordiality, and exprefled his aftonith- 
ment at meeting him in that place ; but when 
he underftood the caufe and intention of his arri- 
val, he. ftarted with concern; and his vifage 
glowing with indignation, told him he was old 
enough to be judge of his own conduét, and 
when he fhould fee it convenient, would return 
of bimfelf ; but thofe who thought he was to be 
compelled:to his duty, would find themfelves 
egregioufly miftaken. 

The lieutenant affured him, that for his own 
part he had no intention to offer him the leat 
violence ; but, at the fame time, he reprefented 
to him the danger of incenfing the commodore, 
who was already almoft diftracted on account of 
his abfence: and in fhort, conveyed his argu- 
ments, which were equally obvious and valid, in 
fuch expreffions of friendfhip and refpedt, thae 
Peregrine yielded to his remonftrances, and pro- 
mifed to accompany him next day to Winchefter, 

Hatchway, overjoyed at the fuccefs of his nego- 
Ciation, went immediately to the hoftler and be- 
fpoke a poft- chaife for Mr. Pickle and his man, with 
whom he afterwards indulged himfelf in a double. 
cann of rumbo, and when the night was pretty 
far advanced, left the lover to his repofe, or ra- 
ther to the thorns of his-own meditation; for he 
flept not one moment, being inceflantly tortured 
with the profpe& of parting from his divine Emi-~ 
lia, who had now acquired the moft abfolute em- 
pire over his foul. One minute he propofed to 
depart early in the morning, without feeing this 


enchantrefS, in whofe bewitching prefence én 
i ur 
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durft not truft his own refolution. Then the 
thoughts of leaving her in fuch an abrupt and 
difrefpectful manner, interpofed in favour of his 
Jove and honour. ‘This war of fentiments kept 
him all night. upon.the rack, and it was time to 
rife before he had determined to vifit his charmer, 
and candidly. impart the motives that induced him 
to leave her. 

He accordingly repaired to her mother’s houfe 
with a heavy heart, being attended to the gate 
by Hatchway, who did not choofe to leave him 
alone; and being admitted, found Emilia juft 
rifen, and in his opinion,.more beautiful than 
ever. 

Alarmed at his-early vifit, and the gloom that 
overfpread his countenance, fhe ftood in filent 
expectation of hearing fome melancholy tidings 5 
and it was not till after a confiderable paufe, that 
he collected refolution enough to tell her he was 
come to take his leave. ‘Though the ftrove to. 
conceal her forrow, nature was-not to be fup- 
prefled ; every feature of her countenance fad+ 
dened in a moment, and it was not without the 
utmoft difficulty that fhe kept her lovely eyes 
from overflowing. He faw the fituation of her 
thoughts, and inorder to alleviate her concern,. 
affured her he fhould find means to fee her again 
in a very few wecks ; mean: while he communi- 
cated his reafons for departing, in which fhe rea- 
dily acquiefced; and having mutually confoled 
each other, . their tranfports-of grief fublided, and 
before Mrs. Gauntlet came down ftairs they were 
in a condition -to behave with great decency and 
refignation. _ 

This. good lady expreffed her concern when 
fhe learnt his -refolution, faying, fhe. hoped -his 

uF occafions « 
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occafions and inclinations would permit him to 
favour them with his agreeable company another 
time. 

The lieutenant, who began to be uneafy at 
Peregrine’s ftay, knocked at the door, and being. 
introduced by. his friend, had. the honour of 
breakfafting with the ladies; on which occafion 
his heart received fuch a rude fhock from the 
charms of Emilia, that he afterwards made a me- 
rit with his friend of having conftrained himfelf 
fo far, as to forbear commencing his profefled 
rival, 

At length. they bad adieu to their kind entere 
tainers, and in lefs than an hour fetting out from 
the inn, arrived about two o’clock in Winchefter, 
where Mr, Jolter was overwhelmed with joy at 
their appearance, | 

The mature of this adventure being unknown. 
to all except thofe who could be depended upon, 
every body who inquired about the caufe of Pe-. 
regrine’s abfence, was told that he had been with 
a relation in the country, and the mafter conde- 
{cended to. overlook his indifcretion; fo that 
Hatchway feeing every thing fettled to the fatif- 
faction of his friend, returned to the garrifon,. 
and gave the commodore an account of his expe- 
dition. © 

The old. gentleman was very much ftartled 
when he heard there was.a lady in the cafe, and 
very emphatically obferved, that a.man had bet- 
ter be flicked into the gulph of Florida than once 
get into the indraught of-woman ; becaufe in one. 
cafe, he may with good pilotage bring out his vef- 
fel fafe between the Bahama’s. and the Indian 
fhore; but in the other there is no outlet at all, 
and itis in.vain to ftrive againft the current . 2 
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that of courfe he.miuft be embayed, and ran chuck. 


upon a lee-fhore. He refolved, therefore, to lay 
the ftate of the cafe before Mr. Gamaliel Pickle, 
and concert fuch meafurés with him as fhould be 
thought likelieft to detach his fon from the pur- 
fuit of an idle amour, which could not fail of in- 


terfering in a dangerous manner with the plan of 


his education. | 

In the mean time, Perry’s ideas were totally 
engroffed by his amiable miftrefs, who, whether 
he flept or waked, was ftill prefent in his imagi- 
nation, which produced the following ftanza’s in. 


her pratfe. : 


Adieu, ye ftreams that fmoothly flow, 
Ye vernal airs that foftly blow, 

Ye plains by blooming fpring array’d,, _ 
Ye birds that warble thro’ the fhade.. 


H.. 
Unhurt from you my foul could fly, 
Nor drop one tear, nor heave one figh, 
But forc’d from Celia’s charms to parts, 
All joy deferts my drooping heart.. 


HI, 
©! fairer than the rofy morn, 
When flowers the dewy fields adorn +. 
Unfullied as the genial ray, | 
That warms the balmy breeze of May. 


IV. - 
‘Thy charms divinely bright appear, 
_ And add new fplendor to the year ; 
_ Emprove the day with frefh delight, 
_ And gild with joy the dreary night f | 
: This. 
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This juvenile production was inclofed in a very 
tender billet to Emilia, and committed to the 
charge of Pipes, who was ordered to fet out for 
Mrs. Gauntlet’s habitation with a prefent of ve+ 
nifon, and a compliment to the ladies; and di- 
rected to take fome opportunity of delivering the 
letter to mifs, without the knowledge of her 
mamma. | 


CHAP. XXII. 


His meffenger meets with a misfortune, to which he 
applies a very extraordinary expedient that is at- 
tended with ftrange confequences, 


A S a ftage coach pafled within two miles of 

: the village where fhe lived, Tom bar- 
gained with the driver for a feat on the box, and 
accordingly departed on this meffage, though he 
was but indifferently qualified for commiffions of 
fuch a nature: having received particular injuncs 
tions about the letter, he refolved to make that 
the chief object of his care, and very fagactoufly 
conveyed it between his ftocking and the fole of 
his foot, where he thought it would be perfectly 
fecure from all injury and accident. Here it re- 
mained unti] he arrived at the inn where he had 
formerly lodged, when after having refrefhed him- 
felf witha draught of beer, he pulled off his ftock- 
ing, and found the poor billet fullied with duft, 
and torn into a thoufand tatters by the motion of 
his foot in walking the laft two miles of his jour- 
ney. Thunderftruck at this phenomenon, he 
uttered a long and loud whew! which was fuc- 
ceeded by an exclamation of ** Damn my old 


fhoes! a bite by G—=!’’ then he refted his elbows 
& on 


162 The ADVENTURES of 


on the table, and his forehead upon his two fifts,. 
and in that attitude deliberated with himfelf upon 
' the means of remedying this misfortune. 

As he was not diftracted by a vaft number of 
ideas, he foon concluded that his beft expediene 
would be to employ the clerk of the parifh, who 
he knew was a great fcholar, to write another 
epi(tle according to the directions he fhould give 
him; and never dreaming that the mangled ori- 
ginal would in the leaft facilitate this fcheme, he 
very wilcly committed it to the flames, that it 
might never rife up in judgment againft him. 

Having taken this wife ftep, he went in queft 
of his fcribe, to whom he communicated ‘his bu- 
finefs, and promifed a full-pot by way of gratifi- 
cation. Theclerk, who was alfo fchool-mafter, 
proud of an opportunity to diftinguith his talents, 
readily undertook the tafk; and repairing with. 
his employer to the inn, in lefs than a quarter of 
an hour produced a morfel of eloquence fo much. 
to the fatisfaction of Pipes, that he fqueezed his 
hand by way of acknowledgment, and doubled. 
his allowance of beer, which being difcuffed, our: 
courier betook himfelf to the houfe of Mrs.Gaunt- 
let with the haunch of venifon and this fucceda- 
neous Ictter, and delivered his meflage to the mo- 
ther, who received it with great refpect, and. 
many kind inquiries about the health and welfare 
of his mafter, attempting to tip the meffenger 
a crown, which he abfolutely refufed to accept,. 
in confequence of Mr. Pickle’s repeated caution. 
While the old gentlewoman turned to a.fervant, 
in order to give directions about the difpofal of 
this prefent, Pipes looked upon this as a favour- 
able occafion to tranfaét his bufinefs with Emilia, 
and therefore, fhutting one eye, with ajirk of his 


thumb. 
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thumb towards his left fhoulder, and-a moft fig- 


nificant twift of his countenance, he beckoned 


the young lady into another room, as if he had 
been fraught withfomething of confequence, which 
he wanted to impart. She underftood the hint 
howfoever ftrangely communicated, and by ftep- 
ing to one fide of the room, gave him an op- 
portunity of flipping the epiftle into her hand, 
which he gently fqueezed at the fame time in 
token of regard; then throwing a fide-glance at 
the mother, whofe back was turned, clapped his 
finger to one fide of his nofe, thereby recom- 
mending fecrecy and difcretion. . 
Emilia conveying the letter into her bofom, 
could not help fmiling at T’om’s politenefs and 
dexterity ; but left her mamma fhould detect him 
in the execution of his pantomime, fhe broke off 


this intercourfe of figns, by afking aloud when he 


propofed to fet out on his return to Winchefter ; 
and when he anfwered ‘* To-morrow morning,” 
Mrs. Gauntlet recommended him to the hofpita- 
lity of her own footman, defiring him to make 
much of Mr. Pipes below, where he was kept to 
fupper, and very cordially entertained. Our 
young heroine, impatient to read her lover’s billet, 
which made her heart throb with rapturous ex- 
pectation, retired to her chamber as foon as pof- 


fible, with a view of perufing the contents, which. 


were thefe. 


Divine emprefs of my foul! 


F the refulgent flames of your beauty had not 
evaporated the particles of my tranfported 
brain, and fcorched my intellects into a cinder 
of ftolidity, perhaps the refplendency of my paf- 


fion might fhine illuftrious through the fable cur- 


tain 
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tain of my ink, and in fublimity tranfcend th® 
galaxy itfelf, though wafted on the pinions of & 
grey goofe quill! But ah! celeftial enchantréfs ? 
the negromancy of thy tyrannical charms hath 
fettered my faculties with adamahtine Chaiiis, 
which unlefs thy compaffion ffiall melt, I muft 
eternally remain in the tartarean guiph of diftnal 
defpair. Vouchfafe therefore, O thou brighteft 
luminary of this terreftrial fphere! to warm .as 
well as fhine; and let the genial rays of thy be- 
nevolence melt the icy emanations of thy difdain, 
which hath frozen up the fpitits of, angelic pre- 
heminence! thy moft egregious admirer and fu- 
perlative flave 

PerRecRine PICKLE. 


Never was aftonifhmment more perplexing than 
that of Emilia, when fhe read this cuftous com- 
fition, which fhe repeated verbatim thfee times 
before fhe would credit the evidetice of hef own 
fenfes, She began to fear If good eatrieft that 
love had produced a difofder in Het lover’s undet- 
ftanding ; but after a thoufatid conjectures by 
‘which the attempted to atcount for this extraot- 
dinary fuftian of flile, fhe concluded that it was. 
the effect of mere levity, calculated to ridicule 
the paffion he had formierly profefled. Irritated 
by this fuppofition, fhe refolved to baulk his tri- 
umph with affected indifference, and in the mean 
time endeavour to expel him from that place 
which he pofleffed within her heart. And indeed, 
fuch a victory over her inclinations might have 
been obtained without great difficulty ; for fhe 
enjoyed an eafinefs of temper that could accom- 
modate itfelf to the emergencies of her fate ; and 
her vivacity by amufing her imagination, pre- 
ferved 
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ferved her from the keener fenfations of forrow. 
‘Thus determined and difpofed, fhe did not fend 
any fort of anfwer, or the Jeaft token of remem- 
brance by Pipes, who was fuffered to depart with 
a general compliment from the mother, and ar- 
rived at Winchefter the next day. ; 
Peregrine’s eyes {parkled when he faw his mef- 
fenger come in, and he f{tretched out his hand in 
full confidence of receiving fome particular mark 
of his Emilia’s affection; but how was he con- 
founded, when he felt his hope fo cruelly difap- 
pointed ! In an inftant his countenance fell. He 
{tood for fome time filent. and abathed, then thrice 
repeated the interrogation of ** What! not one: 
word from Emilia?’ And dubious of his courier’s 
difcretion, inquired minutely into all the particu- - 
larg of his reception. He afked if he had feen the 
young lady, if fhe was in good health, if he had 
ound an opportunity of delivering his letter, and 
how. fhe looked when he put it into her hand ? 
Pipes an{wered, that he had mever feen her in 
better health or. higher fpjrits ; that he had mae. 
naged matters {0 as not only to prefent the billet 
ugperceived, but alfo to afk her commands in 
private before he took his leave, when fhe told. 
him that the letter required no reply. This laft 
circumftance he confidered as a manifeft mark af. 
difrefpect, and gnawed his lips with refentment. 
Upon further reflexion, however, he fuppofed 
that fhe could not conveniently write by the mef-. 
fenger, and would undoubtedly. favour him by: 
the poft. This confideration confoled him for 
the prefent, and he waited impatiently for the. 


fruits, of his hope; but after he had feen eight 


days elapfed without reaping, the fatisfaction with. 
which he had, fattexed him (elf, . his temper panier 
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him, he raved againft the whole fex, and was 
feized with a fit of fullen chagrin ; but his pride 
in a little time came to his affiftance, and refcued 
him from the horrors of the melancholy fiend. 
He refolved to retort her own neglect upon his 
ungrateful miftrefs, his countenance gradually re- 
fumed its former ferenity ; and though by this 
time he was pretty well cured of his foppery, he 
appeared again at public diverfions with an air of 
gaiety and unconcern, that Emilia might havea 
chance of hearing how much, in all likelihood, he 
difrezarded her difdain. 

There are never wanting certain officious per- 
fons, who take pleafure in promoting intelligence 
of this fort. His behaviour foon reached the ears 
of Mifs Gauntlet, and confirmed her in the opi- 
nion fhe had conceived : from his letter; fo that 
fhe fortified herfelf in her former fentiments, and 
bore his indifference with great philofophy. Thus 
a correfpondence which had commenced with all 
the tendernefs and fincerity of love, and every 
promife of duration, was interrupted in its infancy 
by a mifunderftanding occafioned by the fimpli- 
city of Pipes, who never once reflected upon the 
confequences of his deceit. 

Though their mutual paffion was by thefe 
means fuppreffed for the prefent, it-was not alto- 
gether extinguifhed, but glowed in fecret, though 
even to themfelves unknown, until an occafior’ 
which afterwards offered, blew up the latent flame, 
and love refumed his empire in their breafts. 


While they moved, as it were, without the 
{phere of each other’s attraGtion, the commodore 


fearing that Perry was in danger of involving 
himfelf in fome pernicious engagement, refolved 
by advice of Mr. Jolter and his friend the parifh 

prieft, 


. 
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prieft, to recal him from the place where he had 
contracted fuch imprudent connexions, and fend 
him to the univerfity, where his education might 
be compleated, and his fancy weaned from all 
puerile amufements. 

This plan had been propofed to his own fa- 
ther, who, as hath been already obferved, ftood 
always neuter in every thing that concerned his 
’ eldeft fon; and as for Mrs. Pickle, fhe had never 
heard his name mentioned fince his departure 
with any degree of temper or tranquillity, except. 
when her hufband informed her that he was in a 
fair way of being ruined by this indifcreet amour. 
It was then fhe began to applaud her own forefight, 
which had difcerned the mark of reprobation in 
that vicious boy, and launched out in compari- 
fons between him and Gammy, who, fhe ob- 
ferved, was a child of uncommon parts and foli- 
dity, and with the bleffing of God, would be a 
comfort to his parents, and an ornament to the 
family. 

Should I affirm that this favourite whom fhe 
commended fo much, was in every refpect the 
reverfe of what fhe defcribed ; that he was a boy 
of mean capacity, and though remarkably diftorted 
in his body, much more crooked in his difpofi- 
tion ; and that fhe had perfuaded her hufband to 
efpoufe her opinion, though it was contrary to 
common fenfe, as well as to his own perception ; 
I am afraid the reader will think I reprefent a 
monfter that never exifted in nature, and be apt 
to condemn the ceconomy of my invention ; ne- 
verthelefs,. there is nothing more true than every 
circumftance of what I have advanced; and I 
wifh the pi@ture, fingular as it is, may not be 
thought to refemble more than one original. —_. 
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CHAP. XXHI. 


Peregrine is fummoned to attend bis uncle, is more 
and more hated by his own mother ; appeals ta 
bis father, whofe condefcenfian is defeated by. the 
dominion of his wife. 


U T waving thefe refleGions, let us return 

to Peregrine, who received a fummons to 
attend his uncle, and in a few days arrived with 
Mr. Jolter and Pipes at the garrifon, which he 
filled with joy and fatisfaction. ‘The alteration, 
which, during his abfence, had happened in his 
perfon, was very favourable to his appearance, 
which from that of a comely boy, was converted 
into that of a moft engaging youth. He was al- 
ready taller than a middle-fized man, his fhape 
afcertained, his finews well knit, his mien greatly 
improved, and his whole figure as elegant and 
graceful, as if it had been caft in the fame mould 
with the Apollo of Belvidere. 

Such an outfide could not fail of prepof- 
{effing people in his favour. The commodore,, 
notwithftanding the advantageous reports he had 
heard, found his expectation exceeded in the per- 
fon of Peregrine, and fignified his approbation in. 
the moft fanguine terms. Mrs. Trunnion was 
ftruck with his genteel addrefs, and received him, 
with uncommon marks of complacency and af- 
feGtion ; he was carefled by aJl the people in the 
neighbourhood, who, while they admired his ac- 
complifhments, could not help pitying his infa- 
tuated mother, who was deprived of that unut- 
terable delight which any. other parent would 

i have 
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have enjoyed in the contemplation of fuch an 
amiable fon. | 

Divers efforts were made by fome well~difpofed 
people, to conquer, if poffible, this monftrous 
prejudice; but their endeavours, inftead of curing, 
ferved only to inflame the diftemper, and fhe ne-- 
ver could be prevailed upon to indulge him in the 
leaft mark of maternal regard. On the contrary, 
her original difguft degenerated into fuch invete- 
racy of hatred, that fhe left no ftone unturned to 
alienate the commodore’s affection for this her 
innocent child, and even praétifed the moft ma- 
licious defamation to accomplifh her purpofe. 
Every day did fhe abufe her hufband’s ear with 
fome forged inftance of Peregrine’s ingratitude to 
his uncle, well knowing that it would reach the 
commodore’s knowledge at night. 

Accordingly Mr. Pickle ufed to tell him at the 
club, that his hopeful favourite had ridiculed him 
in fuch a company, and afperfed his fpoufe upon 
another occafion ; and thus retail the little fcan- 
dalous iffue of his own wife’s invention. Luckily 
for Peregrine, the commodore paid no great re~ 
gard to the authority of his informer, becaufe he 
knew from what canal his intelligence flowed ; 
befides, the youth had a ftaunch friend in Mr, 
Hatchway, who never failed to vindicate him 
when he was thus unjuftly accufed, and always 
found argument enough to confute the affertions 
of his enemies. But, though Trunnion had been 
dubious of the young gentleman’s principles, and 
deaf to the remonftrances of the lieutenant, Perry 
was provided with a bulwark ftrong enough to 
defend him from all fuch affaults. This was no 
other than his aunt, whofe regard for him was 
perceived to increafe in the fame proportion as his 
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-own mother’s diminifhed ; and indeed, the aug- 
mentation of the one was, in all probability, ow- 
ing to the decreafe of the other; for the two la- 
dics, with great civility, performed all the duties 
of good neighbourhood, and hated each other 
anoft pioufly in their hearts. 

_ Mrs. Pickle having been difobliged at the 
Splendor of her fifter’s new equipage, had ever 
fince that time, in the courfe of her vifiting, en- 
deavoured to make people merry with fatirical 
jokes on that poor lady’s infirmities; and Mrs. 
Trunnion feized the very firft opportunity of 
making reprifals, by inveighing againft her unna- 
- .tural behaviour to her own child ; fo that Pere- 
grine, as on the one hand he was abhorred, fo 
on the other was he carefled in confequence of 
this contention; and I firmly believe that the 
moft effectual method of deftroying his intereft at 
the garrifon, would have been the fhew of coun- 
tenancing him at his father’s houfe: but, whe- 
ther this conjecture be reafonable or chimerical, 
certain it isthe experiment was never tried, and 
therefore Mr. Peregrine ran no riik of being dif- 
graced. The commodore, who aflumed, and juftly 
too, the whole merit of his education, was now 
as proud of the youth’s improvements, as if he 
had a€tually been his own offspring ; and fome- 
times his affection rofe to fuch a pitch of enthu- 
Siafm, that he verily believed him to be the iffue 
.of his own loins. Notwithitanding this favour- 
able predicament in which our hero ftood with his 
aunt and her hufband, he could not help feeling 
the injury he fuffered from the caprice of his 
mother ; and though the gaiety of his difpofition 
+hindered him from affliGting himfelf_with reflexi- 
ons of any gloomy caft, he did not fail to forfee 

that 
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that if any fudden accident fhou'd deprive him 
of the commodore, he would in all likelihood 
find himfelf in a very difagreeable fituation. 
Prompted by this confideration, he qne evening 
accompanied his uncle to the club, and was in- 
troduced to his father, before that worthy gentle- 
man had the leaft inkling of his arrival. 

Mr. Gamaliel was never fo difconcerted as at 
this rencounter. His owa difpofition would not: 
fuffer him to do any thing that might create the. _ 
leaft difturbance, or interrupt his evening’s enjoy~ 
ment ; and fo ftrongly was he imprefled with the 
terror of his wife, that he durft not yield to the 
tranquillity of his temper: and, as I have already 
‘obferved, his inclination was perfectly neutral. 
Thus diftra&ted between different motives, when 
Perry was prefented to him, he fat filent and ab- 
forpt, as if he did not or would not perceive the 
application; and when he was urged to declare 
himfelf by the youth, who pathetically begged to 
know how he had incurred his difpleafure, he 
anfwered in a peevifh ftrain, ** Why, good now, 
child, what would you have me to do? your 
mother can’t abide you.” ‘* If my mother is fo 
unkind, I will not call it unnatural, (faid Pere- 
grine, the tears of indignation ftarting from his 
eyes) as to banifh me from her prefence and af- 
fection, without the leaft caufe affigned; I hope 
you will not be fo unjuft as to efpoufe her barba- 
rous prejudice.” Before Mr. Pickle had time to 
reply to this expoftulation, for which he was not 
at ali prepared, the commodore interpofed, and 
enforced his favourite’s remonftrance, by telling 
Mr. Gamaliel that he was afhamed to fee any 
man drive in fuch a miferable manner under his 
wife’s petticoat.” As for my own part, (faid hes 

I 2 raifing 


a72 The ADVENTURES Of 


saifing his voice, and afluming a look of impor- 
tance and command) before I would fuffer myfelf 
to be fteered all weathers by any woman in Chrif- 
tendom, d’yefee, I'd raife fuch a hurricane about 
her ears that” Here he was interrupted by 
Mr. Hatchway, who thrufting his head towards 
the door, fe attitude of one that liftens, cried 


‘¢ Ahey! there’s your fpoufe come to pay usa 
wifit.” Trunnion’s features that inftant adopted 
a new difpofition: fear and confufion took pof- 
feffion of his countenance; his voice from a tone 
of vociferation funk into a whifper of ** Sure you 

sauft be miftaken, Jack ;” and in great perplexity — 
he wiped off the fweat which had ftarted on his 
forehead at this falfe alarm. ‘The lieutenant hay- 
ing thus punifhed him for the rhodomontade he 
had uttered, told him with an arch {neer, that 
he was deceived by the found of the outward door 
creaking upon its hinges, which he miftook for 
Mrs. Trunnion’s voice, and defired him to pro- 
ceed with his admonitions to Mr. Pickle. It is 
not to be denied that this arrogance was a little 
unfeafonable in the commodore, who was in all 
refpects as effectually fubdued to the dominion of 
his wife, as the perfon whofe fubmiffion he then 
ventured to condemn ; with this difference of dif- 
pofition: Trunnion’s fubjeGtion was like that of 
a bear, chequered with fits of furlinefs and rage ; 
whereas Pickle bore the yoke like an ox, without 
repining. No wonder then that this indolence, 
this fluggifhnefs, this ftagnation of temper, ren- 
dered Gamaliel incapable of withftanding the ar- 
guments and importunity of his friends, to which 
he at length furrendered, acquiefced in the juftice 


of their obfervations, and taking his fon by the 
| | hand, 
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hand, promifed to favour him for the future with 
his love and fatherly protection. 

But this laudable refolution did not Jaft ; Mrs. 
Pickle ftill dubious of his conftancy, and jealous 
of his communication with the commodore, ne- 
ver failed to interrogate him. every night about 
the converfation that happened at the club; and 
regulate her exhortations aceording to the intelli- 
gence fhe received. He was no fooner, therefore, 
fafely conveyed to bed, (that academy in which 
all notable wives communicate their lectures) 
when her catechifm began; and fhe in a moment 
perceived fomething reluctant and equivocal in 
her hufband’s anfwers. Arroufed at this difcovery, 
fhe employed her influence and fkill with fuch 
fuccefs, that he -difclofed every circumftance of 
what had happened ; and after having fuftained a 
moft fevere rebuke for his fimplicity and indifcre- 
tion, humbled himfelf fo far as to promife 
that he would next day annul the condefcenfions 
he had made, and for ever renounce the ungra- 
cious objeét of her difguft. This undertaking 
was punctually performed in a letter to the com- 
modore, which the herfelf dictated irr thefe words. 


SIR, 

Wet my good-nature being laft night 
impofed upon, I was perfuaded to coun- 
tenance and promife I know not what to that 
victous youth, whofe parent I have the misfortune 
to be; I defire you will take notice that I revoke 
all fuch countenance and promifes, and fhall ne- 
ver look upon that-man as my friend, who will 

henceforth in fuch a caufe folicit, 

Sir, yours, &c. 
Gao. PIcKLE. 

13 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


Trunnion is enraged at the conduct of Pickle. 
Peregrine refents the injuftice of bis mother, to 
whom he explains his fentiments ina letter. Is 
entered at the Univerfity of Oxford, where he 
fignalizes himjelf as a youth of an enterprifing 


Lenius. 


Nfpeakable were the tranfports of rage to 
which Trunnion was incenfed by this ab- 


furd renunciation : he tore the letter with his 


gums, (tceth he had none) fpit with furious gri- 
maces, in token of the contempt he entertained 
for the author, whom he not.only damned as a 
loufy, fcabby, nafty, feurvy, fculking, lubberly 


noodle, but refolved to challenge to fingle com-. 


bat with fire and fword; but he was difluaded 
from this violent meafure, and appeafed by the 
intervention and advice of the lieutenant and 
Mr. Jo'ter, who reprefented the meflage as the 


effet of the poor man’s infirmity, for which he. 
was rather an obje& of pity than of refentment 3, 


and turned the ftream of his indignation againft 


the wife, whom he reviled accordingly. Nor did. 


Peregrine himfelf bear with patience this injuri- 
ous declaration, the nature of which he no fooner 
underftood from Hatchway, than equally fhocked 
and exafperated, he retired to his apartment, and 
in the firft emotions. of his ire, produced the 
following epiftle, which was immediately con- 
veyed to his mother. | 


MADAM), 
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MapDam, | 
AD nature formed me a bugbear to the 
fight, and infpired me with a foul as vici- 

ous as my body was deteftable, perhaps I might 
have enjoyed particular marks of your affection 
and applaufe ;: feeing you have perfecuted me with. 
fuch unnatural averfion, for no other vifible rea- 
fon than that of my differing fo widely in fhape 
as well as difpofition, from that deformed urchin 
who is the objeét of your tendernefs and care. If 
thofe be the terms on which alone I can obtain 

our favour, I pray God you may never ceafe to 


te, 
Madam, 
‘four moft injured forr 
PEREGRINE PICKUE.- 


‘This letter, which nothing but his paffion and. 
inexperience. could excufe, had ‘uch an effect 
upon his mother, as may be eafily conceived. She 
was enraged to a degree of frenzy againft the 
writer; though at the fame time fhe confidered. 
the whole as: the production of Mrs. Trunnion’s 
particular pique, and reprefented it to her hufband: 
as an infult, that he was bound in honour to re- 
fent, by breaking off all correfpondence with the: 
commodore and his family. ‘This was a bitter 
pill to Gamaliel, who,. through a long courfe of 
years, was fo habituated to Trunnion’s company, 
that he could as eafily have parted with a limb, 
as have relinquifhed the club all at once. He 
therefore ventured to reprefent his own incapacity 
to follow her advice, and begged that he-might 
at. leaft. be. allowed to drop the connexion gradu-: 
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ally ; protefting that he would do his endeavour 
to give her all manner of fatisfaction. 

Mean while preparations were made for Pere- 
grine’s departure to the univerfity, and in a few 
wecks he fet out in the feventeenth year of his 
aze, accompanied by the fame attendants who 
lived with him at Winchefter, after his uncle 
had laid ftrong injunctions upon him to avoid the 
company of modeft women, to mind his learn- 
ing, to let him hear of his welfare as often as he 
_ could fpare time to write, and had fettled his ap- 
pointments at the rate of five hundred a year, in- 
cluding his governor’s falary, which was one fifth 
part of the fum. The heart of our young gentleman 
dilated at the profpeét of the figure he fhould make 
with fuch an handfome annui'y, the management 
of which was left to his own difcretion; and he 
amufed his imagination with the moft agreeable 
reveries during his journey to Oxford, which he 
performed in two days. Here being introd..ced 
to the head of the college, to whom he had been 
recommended, accommodated with genteel apart- 
ments, entered as gentleman commoner in 
the books, and provided with a judicious tutor, 
inftead of returning to the ftudy of Greek and 
Latin, in which he thought himfelf already fuffi- 
ciently inftructed ; he renewed his acquaintance 
with fome of his old fchool-fellows, whom he 
found in the fame fituation, and was by them ini- 
tiated in all the fafhionable diverfions of the place. 

Tt was not long before he made himfelf remark- 
able for his fpirit and humour, which were fo 
acceptable to the bucks of the univerfity, that 
he was admitted as a member of their corpora- 
tion, and ina very little time became the moft 

confpicuous 
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confpicuous perfonage ef the whole fraternity ;. 
not that he valued himfelf upon his ability in 
{moaking the greateft number of pipes, and drink- 
ing the largeft quantity of ale; thefe were quali- 
. fications of too grofs a nature to captivate his re- 
fined ambition. He piqued himfelf on his talen¢ 
for raillery, his genius and tafte, his perfonal ac-- 
complifhments, and his fuccefs at intrigue ; nor 
were his excurfions confined to the fmall villages: 
m the neighbourhood, which are commonly vi- 
fited once a week by the ftudents for the fake of? 
carnal recreation. He kept his own horfes, tra~ 
verfed the whole country in parties of pleafure,, 
attended all the races within fifty miles of Oxford,. 
and made frequent jaunts to London, where he: 
ufed to. lie incognito during the beft part of many: 
a term. | 

The rules of the univerfity were too. fe- 
vere to be obferved by a youth of his vivacity ;. 
and therefore he became acquainted with the- 
proctor, by times. But all the checks he re-- 
ceived were infufficient. to moderate his career ;. 
~ he frequented. taverns and. coffee-houfes, com- 
mitted midnight frolics in the ftreets, infulted all: 
the fober and pacific clafs.of his fellow-ftudents ;. 
the tutors themfelves were not facred from his. 
ridicule; he laughed at the magiftrate, and neg-- 
lefted every particular of college-difcipline. 

In vain did they attempt to reftrain his irres- 
gularities by. the impofition of fines ;. he was li-- 
beral to profufion, and therefore paid without. 
reluctance. Thrice did he fcale the windows of. 
a tradefman, with whofe daughter he had an af-- 
fair of gallantry, as-often was he obliged to feek his- 
fafety by a precipitate leap ; and one night wouldy. 
in. all probability, have fallen a facrifice.to. any, 
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ambufcade that: was laid by the father, had not: 
his trufty fquire Pipes interpofed in his- behalf, 
and manfully refcued him from the clubs of. his. 


enemies, 


In the midft of thefe exceffes, Mr. Jolter find-. 
ing his.admonitions negleéted, and his influence. 
utterly deftroyed, attempted to wean his pupil: 


from his extravagant courfes, by engaging his at- 


tention in fome more laudable purfuit. With. 


this view he introduced him into a club of po- 
liticians, who received: him with great demon- 
ftrations of regard, accommodated themfelves 


more than he could have expected to his jovial. 


difpofition, and while they revolved fchemes for 


the reformation of the ftate, drank with fuch de-. 
votion to the accomplifhment of their plans, that: 


before parting the cares of their patriotifm were 
quite overwhelmed. 


Peregrine, though he could: not approve of 


their doctrine, refolved to attach himfelf for fome 


time to their company; becaufe he perceived. 
ample fubjeé for his ridicule, in the chara€ters of: 


thefe wrong-headed enthufiafts. It was acon- 
ftant practice with them, in their midnight con- 


fiftortes, to fwallow fuch plentiful draughts of: 
infpiration, that their myfleries commonly ended. 


like thofe of the Bacchanalian Orgia; and they 


were feldom capable of. maintaining that folem-. 


nity of decorum which by the nature of their 
functions moft of them were obliged to profefs. 
Now as Peregrine’s fatirical difpofition was never: 
more gratified than when he had an opportunity 
of expofing grave characters in ridiculous atti- 
tudes, he laid a mifchievous fnare for his new 
confederates, which took effect in’ this manner, 


In one of their no@urnal deliberations, he pro-. 
| moted . 


. 
ee ere 
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moted fuch a fpirit’ of good fellowfhip, by the: 
agreeable fallies of his-wit, which were purpofely 
levelled againft their political adverfaries, that by 
ten o'clock they were all ready to join in the - 
moft extravagant propofal that could be made. 
They had already broke their glaffes in con- 
fequence of his fuggeftion, drank healths out of 
their fhoes, caps, and the bottoms of the candle- 
fticks that ftood before them, fometimes ftanding 
with one foot on a chair, andthe knee bent on 
the edge of the table; and when they could no 
longer ftand in that pofture, fetting their bare 
pofteriors on the cold floor, they huzza’d, hol- 
lowed, danced and fung, and in fhort were elc-- 
vated to fuch a pitch of intoxication, that when 
Peregrine propofed that they fhould burn their 
perriwigs, the hint was immediately approved, 
and they executed the frolick as one man; their: 
fhoes and caps underwent the fame fate by the 
fame inftigation, and in this trim he led them 
forth into the ftreet, where they refolved to com- 
pel every body they fhould find to fubfcribe to. 
their political creed, and pronounce the Shibo- 
leth of their party. In the atchicvement of this 
enterprize, they met with more oppofition than 
they expected ; they were encountered with ar- 
guments which they could not well withftand ; 
the nofes of fome, and eyes of others, in a very 
little time bore the marks of obftinate difputa- 
tion; and their conductor having at Iength en- 
gaged the whole body in a fray with another 
fquadron which was pretty much in the fame 
condition, he very fairly gave them the flip, and- 
{lily retreated to his apartment, forefeeing that 
his companions would foon be favoured with the 


notice of their fuperiors. Nor was he deecived: 
16 in 
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in his prognoftic ; the proctor going his round, 


chanced to fall in with this tumultuous uproar, 
_and interpofing his authority, found means to 
quiet the difturbance, and, after having taken 
cognizance of their names, difmifled the rioters 
to their refpeCtive chambers, not a little fcanda- 
lized at the behaviour of fome among them, 
whofe bufinefs and duty it was to fet far other 
examples to the youth under their care and di- 
rection. | 


About midnight Pipes, who had orders to at- © 


tend at a diftance, and keep an eye upon Jolter, 
brought home that unfortunate governor upon his 
back (Peregrine having beforehand fecured his 
mittance into the college) and among other 
ruifes, he was found to have received a couple 
of contufions on his face, which next morning 
appeared in a black circle that furrounded each 
eye. This was a mortifying circumftance toa 
man of his character and deportment, efpecially 
as he had received a meflage from the proctor, 


who defired to fee him forthwith. With great 


humility and contrition he begged the advice of 
his pupil, who being ufed to amufe himfelf with 
painting, affured Mr. Jolter, that he would co- 
ver thofe figns of difgrace with a flight coat of 
flefh-colour, fo dextroufly, that it would be al- 
moft impoffible to diftinguifh the artificial from 
the natural fkin. ‘The rueful governor, rather 
than expofe fuch opprobrious tokens to the ob- 
fervation and cenfure of the magiftrate, fubmitted 
to the expedient; and although his counfellor 
had over-rated his own fkill, was perfuaded to 
confide in the difguife, and aCtually attended the 
proctor, with fuch a ftaring addition to the na- 
tural ghaftline(s of his features, that his vifage 

bore 
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bore a very apt refemblance to fome of thofe fe- 
- rocious countenances that hang over the doors of 
certain taverns and alehoufes, under the denomi- 
nation of the Saracen’s head. : 

Such a remarkable alteration of phifiognomy 
could not efcape the notice of the moft un- 
difcerning beholder, much lefs the penetrating 
eye of this fevere judge, already whetted with 
what he had feen over-night. He was therefore 
upbraided with his ridiculous and fhallow artifice, 
and, together with the companions of his de- 
bauch, underwent fuch a cutting reprimand for 
the fcardalous irregularity of his conduct, that 
all of them remained creft-fallen, and were 
afhamed, for many weeks, to appear in the pub- 
lick execution of their duty. 

Peregrine was too vain of his fineffe, to con- 
ceal the part he aéted in this comedy, with the 
particulars of which he regaled his companions, 
and thereby intailed upon himfelf the hate and 
refentment of the community, whofe maxims 
and practices he had difclofed; for he was con- 
fidered as a fpy, who had intruded himfelf into 
their fociety with a view of betraying it; or, at 
beft, an apoftate and renegado from the faith 
and principles which he had profeffed. 


CHAR, 


182. The ADVENTURES of 


CHAP. XXV. 


He is infulted by his tutor, whom he lampoons: 
makes confiderable progrefs in polite. literature ; 
and in an excu fion to Windfor meets with Emi-. 
lia by accident, and is very coldly received. 


MONG thofe who fuffered by his craft: 
and ‘infidelity was Mr. Jumble his own tu- 
tor, who could not at all digeft the mortifying 
affront he had received, and was refolved to be 
revenged on the infulting author. With this 
view he watched the conduét of Mr. Pickle with. 
the utmoft rancour of vigilance, and let flip no 
opportunity of treating him with difrefpect, which 
he knew the difpofition of his pupil could lefs. 
brook than any other feverity it was in his power. 
to exercife.. 4 
Peregrine had been feveral mornings abfent 
from chapel; and as Mr. Jumble never. failed: 
to queftion him ina very peremptory ftile about 
his non-attendance,. he invented fome very plau- 
fible excufes ; but, at Iength, his ingenuity was 
exhaufted ; he received a very galling rebuke for 
his profligacy of morals, and that he might feel 
it the more fenfibly,. was ordered, by way of 
exercife, to compofe a paraphrafe in Englitfh 
verfe, upon thefe two lines in Virgil, 


Vane ligur, fruftraque anims elate fuperbis, 
Necquicquam, patrias, tentafti lubricus, artes. 


The impofition of this invidious theme had 
all the defired effect upon Peregrine, who not 
only confidered it as a piece of unmannerly abufe 

le- 
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levelled againft his own conduct, but alfo asa 
retrofpective infult on the memory of his grand- 
father, who (as he had been informed) was in. 
his life-time more noted for his cunning than 
candour in trade. 

Exafperated at- this inftance of the pedant’s 
audacity, he had well nigh (in his firft tranf- 
ports) taken corporal fatisfaction on the fpot ;. 
but forefeeing the troublefome confequences that. 
would attend fuch a flagrant outrage againft the 
Jaws of the univerfity,. he checked his indigna- 
tion, and’ refolved to revenge the injury in a. 
more cool and contemptuous manner. Thus 
determined, he fet on foot an inquiry into the- 
particulars of Jumble’s parentage and education,. 
and learnt that the father of this infolent tutor: 
was a bricklayer, and that his mother fold pies, 
and that the fon, at different periods of his youth, - 
had amufed himfelf in both occupations, before. 
he converted his views to the ftudy of learning. 
Fraught with this intelligence, he compofed the | 
following ballad in doggerel rhymes, and next. 
day prefented it as a glofs upon the text which the- 
tutor had chofen. | 


I, 
Come, liften ye ftudents of ev’ry degree, 
I'fing of a wit and a tutor perdie, 
A ftatefman profound, a critick immenfe, 
In fhort, a meer jumble of learning and fenfe;, 
And yet of his talents, tho’ laudably vain, 
His own family arts he could never attain. . 


IT: 
His father intending his fortune to build, 
In his youth would have taught him the ‘trowel to. 


wield, ea 
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But the mortar of difcipline never would ftick, 
For his fkull was fecur’d by a facing of brick,. 
And with alf his endeavours of patience and pain, 
The {kill of his fire he could never attain. 


II. 
His mother an houfewife neat, artful and wifey. 
Renown’d for her delicate bifcuit and pies, 
Soon alter’d his ftudies, by flatt’ring his tafte, 
From the raifing of walls to the rearing of pafte 3, 
But all her inftructions were fruitlefs and vain, _ 
The pye-making myft’ry he ne’er could attain. 


Yet true to his race, in hfs labours was feen 

A jumble of both their profeffions, I ween ;. 
For, obliged to his own underftanding to truft,, 
His pies feem’d of brick, and his houfes of cruft: 
Then, good Mr. Tutor,, pray be not fo. vain, 
Since your family arts you could never attain.. 


This impudent produCtion was the moft effec-. 
tual vengeance he could have taken on his. tutor,, 
who had all’ the fupereilious arrogance and. ridi- ‘ 
culous pride of a low-born pedant. Inftead of 
overlooking this petulant piece of fatire with that 
temper and decency. of difdain that became a per-. 
fon of his gravity and ftation, he no fooner caft 
his eye over the performance, than the blood rufhed: 
into his countenance, which immediately after. 
exhibited_a ghaftly pale colour, and with a qui- 
vering lip he told his pupil that he was an imper-. 
tinent jackanapes, and he would take care that 
he fhould be expelled from the univerfity, for 
having prefumed to write and deliver fuch a Jicen-. 
tious and {currilous libel, Peregrine anfwered with. 

great 
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great refolution, that when the provocation he 
had received fhould be known, he was perfuaded 
that he fhould be acquitted by the opinion of all 
impartial people ; and that he was ready to fub- 
mit the whole to the decifion of the mafter. 
This arbitration he propofed, becaufe he knew 
the mafter and Jumble were at variance ; and for 
that reafon the tutor durft not venture to put the 
caufe on fuch an ifflue. Nay, when this reference 
was mentioned, Jumble, who was naturally jea- 
lous, fufpeted that Peregrine had a promife of 
protection before he undertook to commit fuch 
an outrageaus infult; and this notion had fuch an 
effet upon him, that he refolved to devour his 
vexation, and wait for a more proper opportunity 
of gratifying his hate. Mean while copies of the 
ballad were diftributed among the ftudents, who 
fung it under the very nofe of Mr. Jumble, to the 
tune of a Cobler there was, &¥c. and the triumph 
of our hero was compleat. Neither was his whole 
time devoted to the riotous extravagancies of 
youth. He enjoyed many lucid intervals, during 
which he contracted a more intimate acquaintance 
with the clafficks, applied himfelf to the reading 
of hiftory, improved his tafte for painting and 
mufick, in which he made fome progrefs; and 
above all things, cultivated the ftudy of natural 
philofophy. It was generally after a courfe of 
clofe attention to fome of thefe arts and fciences, 
that his difpofition broke out into thofe irregulari- 
ties and wild fallies of a luxuriant imagination, 
for which he became fo remarkable ; and he was 
perhaps the only young man in Oxford, who at 
the fame time maintained an intimate and friendly 
intercourfe with the moft unthinking, as well as 
with the moft fedate ftudents at the univerfity. " 
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It is not to be fuppofed that a young man of 
Peregrine’s vanity, inexperience and profufion,. 
could fuit his expence to his allowance, liberal as. 
it was; for he was not one of thofe fortunate peo- 
ple who are born ceconomifts, and knew not the 
art of with-holding his purfe when he faw his 
companion in difficulty: thus naturally generous 
and expenfive, he fquandered away his money, and. 
made a mott fplendid appearance upon the receipt 
of his quarterly appointment; but long before the 
third month was elapfed, his finances were con- 
fumed, and as he could not ftoop to afk an extra-: 
ordinary fupp'y, was too proud to borrow, and 
too haughty to run in debt with tradefmen, he 
devoted thofe periods of poverty to the profecu- 
tion of his ftudies, and fhone forth again at the 
revolution of quarter day. 

In one of thefe irruptions he and fome of his 
companions went to Windfor, in order to fee the 
royal apartments in the caftle, whither they re- 
paired in the afternoon, and as Peregrine ftood. 
contemplating the picture of Hercules and Om- 
phale, one of his fellow-ftudents whifpered in his. 
ear, ** Z—ds! Pickle, there are two fine girls.” 
He turned inftantly about, and in one of them. 
recognized his almoft forgotten Emilia: her ap-. 
pearance acted upon his imagination like a fpark of 
fire that falls among gun-powder; that paffion 
which had lain dormant for the fpace of two years 
flafhed up in a moment, and he was feized with 
an univerfal trepidation. She perceived and par- 
took of his emotion; for their fouls, like unifons,. 
vibrated with the fame impulfe. However, fhe 
called her pride and refentment to her aid, and. 
found refolution enough to retire from fuch a dan- 
gerous fcene, Alarmed at her retreat, he recol-. 

lected. 
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Je&ted all his affurance, and impelled by love 
which he could no longer refift, followed her into. 
the next room, where in the moft difconcerted: 
manner he accofted her with ** Your humble fer- 
yant, Mifs Gauntlet ;?? To which falutation the 
replied, with an affectation of indifference that did: 
not, however, conceal her agitation, ** Your fer- 
vant, Sir ;” and immediately extending her finger 
towards the picture of Duns Scotus, which is. 
fixed over one of the doors, afked her companion 
in a ftrange fort of giggling tone, if fhe did not 
think he looked like a conjurer.. Peregrine net- 
tled into fpirits by this reception, anfwered for 
‘the other lady, ‘* that it was an eafy matter to be 
a conjurer in thofe times, when the fimplicity of 
the age affifted his divination ; but were he, or- 
Merlin himfelf to rife from the dead now, when. 
fuch deceit and diffimulation prevail, they would: 
not be able to earn their bread by the profeffion.”” 
<¢__()! Sir, faid fhe, (turning full upon him) with- 
out doubt they would adopt new maxims; ’tis, 
no difparagement in this enlightened age for one- 
to alter-one’s opinion,” ** No fure, Madam, re- 
plied the youth with fome precipitation, provided: 
the change be for the better ;’” ** and fhould it: 
happen otherwife, retorted the nymph with a. 
flirt of her fan, inconftancy will never want 
countenance from the practice of mankind. ” 
‘© True, Madam, refumed our hero, fixing his. 
eyes upon her, examples of levity are every where. 
to be met with.” ‘*O Lord, Sir, cried Emilia, 
toffing her head, you’ll fcarce ever find a fop- 
without it.” By this time his companion iering 
him engaged with one of the ladies, entere 

into converfation with the other ; and in order to 


favour his friend’s gallantry, ‘conducted her ie 
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the next apartment, on pretence of entertaining 
her with the fight of a remarkable piece of paint- 
ing. 

"Peiciane laying hold on this opportunity of 
being alone with the objec of. his love, affumed 
a moft feducing tendernefs of look, and heaving 
a profound figh, afked if fhe had utterly difcarded 
him from her remembrance. Reddening at this 
pathetic queftion, which recalled the memory of 
the imagined flight he had put upon her, fhe an- 
fwered in great confufion, ‘* Sir, I believe I once 
had the pleafure of feeing you at a ball in Win- 
chefter.” ‘* Mifs Emilia, faid he, very gravely, 
will you be fo candid as to tell me what mifbeha- 
viour of mine you are pleafed to punifb, by re- 
ftriting your remembrance to that fingle occa- 
fion?’? + Mr. Pickle, fhe replied in the fame 
tone, it is neither my province nor inclination to 
judge your conduct; and therefore you mifapply 
your queftion when you afk fuch an explanation 
of me.” ‘* At leaft, refumed our lover, give 
me the melancholy fatisfa€tion to know for what 
offence of my committing you refufed to take the 
Jeaft notice of that letter which I had the honour 
to write from Winchefter by your own exprefs 
permiffion.”” ‘* Your letter, faid Mifs with great 
vivacity, neither required, nor in my opinion, 
deferved an anfwer ; and to be free with you, 
Mr. Pickle, it was but a fhallow artifice to rid 
yourfelf of a correfpondence you had deigned to 
follicit."” Peregrine confounded at this repartee, 
replied that howfoever he might have failed in 
pe of elegance or difcretion, he was fure he 

ad not been deficient in expreffions of refpe& 
and devotion for thofe charms which it was his 
pride to adore: ‘* As for the verfes, faid he, I- 

Own 
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own they were unworthy of the theme, but I 
flattered myfelf that they would have merited your 
acceptance, though not your approbation, and 
been confidered not fo much as the proof of my 
genius, as the genuine effufion of my love.’ 
“© Verfes? cried Emika with an air of aftonifh- 
ment, what verfes? I really don’t underftand 
you.” ‘The young gentleman was thunderftruck 
at this exclamation, to which, after a long paufe, 
he anfwered, ‘* I begin to fufpect, and heartily 
wifh it may appear that we have mifunderftood 
each other from the beginning. Pray, Mifs 
Gauntlet, did not you find a copy of verfes in- 
clofed in that unfortunate letter?” * Truly, Sir, 
(faid the lady) I am not fo much of a connoifeur 
as to diftinguifh whether that facetious production 
which you merrily ftile an unfortunate letter was 
compofed in verfe or profe; but, methinks, the © 
jeft is a little too ftale to be brought upon the car- 
pet again.” So faying, fhe tripped away to her 
companion, and left her lover in a mo# tumultu- 
ous fufpence. He now perceived that her neglect 
of his addreffes when he was at Winchefter, muft 
have been owing to fome myftery which he could 
not comprehend; and fhe began to fufpect and to 
hope that the letter which fhe received was {pu- 
rious, though fhe could not conceive how that 
could pofiibly happen, as it had been delivéred to 
her by the hands of his own fervant. 

However, fhe refolved to leave the tafk of un- 
ravelling the affair, to him who, the knew, 
would infallibly exert himfelf for his own as well 
as her fatisfaction. She was not deceived in her 
opinion; he went up to her again at the ftair- 
cafe, and as they were unprovided with a male 
attendant, infifted upon {quiring the ladies to their 
lodgings 


490 The ADVENTURES of 


lodgings. Emilia faw his drift, which was no 
other than to know where fhe lived; and though 
fhe approved of his fineffe, thought it was incum- 
bent upon her for the fupport of her own dignity 
to decline his civility : fhe therefore thanked him 
for his polite offer, but would by no means con- 
fent to his giving himfelf fuch unneceflary trouble, 
efpecially as they had a very little way to walk. 
He was not repulfed by this refufal, the nature of 
which he perfectly underftood ; nor was fhe forry 
to fee him perfevere in his determination; he 
therefore accompanied them in their return, and 
made divers efforts to fpeak with Emilia in parti- 
cular: but fhe had a fpice of the coquette in her 
difpofition, and being determined to whet his im- 
patience, artfully baffled all his endeavours, by 
keeping her companion continually engaged in the 
converfation, which turned upon the venerable 
appearance and imperial fituation of the place. 
Thus tantalized, he lounged with them to the 
door of the houfe in which they lodged, when his 
miftrefs perceiving by the countenance of her 
comrade, that fhe was on the point of defiring 
him to walk in, checked her intention with a 
frown, then turning to Mr. Pickle, dropped him 
a very formal curt’fey, feized the other young 
lady by the arm, and faying ‘* Come, coufin So- 
phy,” vanifhed in a moment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


After fundry unfuccefsful efforts, he finds means to 
come to an explanation with bts miftrefs; and a 
reconciliation enfues, 


TT) Eregrine, difconcerted at their fudden dif- 

appearance, ftood for fome minutes gap- 
ing in the ftreet, before he could get the better 
of his furprize ; and then deliberated with himfelf 
whether he fhould demand immediate admittance 
to his miftrefs, or choofe fome other method of 
application. Piqued at her abrupt behaviour, 
though pleafed with her fpirit, he fet his inven- 
tion to work, in order to contrive fome means of 
feeing her; and in a fit of mufing arrived at the 
inn, where he found his companions whom he 
had left at the Caftle-gate. “They had already 
made inquiry about the ladies, in confequence of 
which, he learnt that Mifs Sophy was daughter 
of a gentleman in town to whom his miltrefs 
was related; that an intimate friendfhip fubfifted 
between the two young ladies ; that Emilia had 
lived about a month with her coufin, and appeared 
at the laft aflembly, where fhe was univerfally 
admired; and that feveral young gentlemen of 
fortune had fince that time teized her with ad- 
dreffes. 

Our hero’s ambition was flattered, and his 
paffion inflamed with this intelligence; and he. 
{wore within himfelf that he would not quit the 
Spot until he fhould have obtained an indifputed 
victory over all his rivals. 

That fame evening he compofed a moft elo- 
quent epiftle, in which he earneftly intreated 
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fhe would fayour him with an opportunity of vin- 
dicating his conduct ; but fhe would neither re- 
ceive his billet nor fee his meflenger. Baulked in 
this effort, he inclofed it in a new cover dire&ted 
by another hand, and ordered Pipes to ride next 
morning to London, on purpofe to deliver it at 
the poft-office ; that coming by fuch conveyance, 
fhe might have no fufpicion of the author, and 
open it before fhe fhould be aware of the deceit. 

Three days he waited patiently for the effect 
of this ftratagem, and in the afternoon of the 
fourth, ventured to hazard a formal vifit, in qua- 
lity of an old acquaintance. But here too he 
failed in his attempt; fhe was indifpofed and could 
not fee company. Thefe obftacles ferved only 
to increafe his eagernefs; he ftill adhered to his 
former refolution ; and his companions under- 
ftanding his determination, left him next day to 
his own inventions. Thus ae to his 
own ideas, he doubled his affiduity, and practifed 
every method his imagination could fuggeft, in 
order to promote his plan. 7 

Pipes was ftationed all day long within fight of 
her door, that he might be able to give his mafter 
an account of her motions ; but fhe never went 
abroad except to vifit in the neighbourhood, and 
was always houfed before Peregrine could be ap- 
prized of her appearance. He went to church 
with a view of attracting her notice, and humbled 
his deportment before her ; but fhe was fo mif- 
chievoufly devout as to look at nothing but her 
book, fo that he was not favoured with one 
glance of regard. He frequented the coffee- 
houfe, and attempted to contra& an acquaintance 
with Mifs Sophy’s father, who, he hoped, would 
invite him to his houfe; but this expectation was 
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alfo defeated. That prudent gentleman looked 
upon him as one of thofe forward fortune-hunters 
who go about the countr feeking whom they 
may devour, and warily difcouraged all his ad- 
vances, Chagrined by fo many unfuccefsful en- 
deavours, he began to defpair of accomplifhin 
his aim, and as the laft fuggeftion of his art, paid 
off his lodging, took horfe at noon, and departed, 
in all appearance, for the place from whence he 
had come. He rode, however, but a few miles, 
and in the dufk of the evening returned unfeen, 
alighted at another inn, ordered Pipes to ftay 
within doors, and keeping himfelf incognito, em- 
ployed another perfon as a centinel upon Emilia. 
It was not long before he reaped the fruits of 
his ingenuity. Next day in the afternoon he was 
informed by his fpy, that the two young ladies . 
were gone to walk in the park, whither he fol- 
lowed them on the inftant, fully determined to 
come to an explanation with his miftrefs, even 
in prefence of her friend, who might poffibly be 
prevailed upon to intereft herfelf in his behalf. 
When he faw them at fuch a diftance that they 
could not return to town before he fhould have 
an opportunity of putting his refolution in prac- 
tice, he mended his pace, and found means to ap- 
pear before them fo fuddenly, that Emilia could 
not help expreffing her furprize in a {cream. Our 
lover putting on a mein of humility and mortifi- 
cation, begged to know if her refentment was 
implacable ; and afked why fhe had fo cruelly re- 
fufed to grant him the common privilege that 
every criminal enjoyed. ¢* Dear Mifs Sophy, 
faid he, addreffing himfelf to her companion, give 
me leave to implore your interceffion with your 
coufin; I am fure you have humanity enough to 
Voi. I, Kk efpoufe 
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efpoufe my caufe, did you but know the juftice of 
it; and I flatter myfelf, that by your kind inter- 
pofition, I may be able to rectify that fatal mifun- 
derftanding which hath made me wretched.’” 
«¢ Sir, faid Sophy, you appear like a gentleman, 
and I doubt not but your behaviour has been al- 
ways fuitable to your appearance; but you muft 
excufe me from undertaking any fuch office in 
behalf of a perfon whom I have not the honour 
to know.” ‘* Madam, anfwered Peregrine, I 
hope Mifs Emy will juftify my pretenfions to that 
character, notwithftanding the myftery of her 
difpleafure, which upon my honour I cannot for 
my foul explain.” ‘* Lord! Mr. Pickle, faid 
Emilia, (who had by this time recollected herfelf) 
J never queftioned your gallantry and tafte, but I 
am refolved that you fhall never have caufe to 
exercife your talents at my expence ; fo that you 
teize yourfelf and me to no purpofe: come, So- 
phy, let us walk home again.” ‘¢* Good God! 
madam, (cried the lover with great emotion) 
why will you diftract me with fuch barbarous in- 
difference? Stay, dear Emilia! I conjure you on 
my knees to ftay and hear me: by all that is fa- 
cred! I was not to blame, you muft have been 
impofed upon by fome villain who envied my good 
fortune, and took fome treacherous method to 
ruin my love.”’ 

Mifs Sophy, who pofleffed a large ftock of 
good nature, and to whom her coufin had com-~ 
municated the caufe of her referve, feeing the 
young gentleman fo much affected with that dif- 
dain which fhe knew to be feigned, laid hold on 
Emilia’s fleeve, faying with a file, ‘* Not quite 
fo fat, Emily; I bezin to perceive that this is a 
jove-quarrel, and therefore there may be hopes 

| of 
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of a reconciliation ; for I fuppofe both parties are 
open to conviction.”’ ** For my own part, (cried 
Peregrine with great eagernefs) I appeal to Mifs 
Sophy’s decifion. But why do I fay appeal? Tho’ 
I am confcious of having committed no offence, 
I am ready to fubmit to any penance, let it be 
never fo rigorous, that my fair enflaver herfelf 
fhall impofe, provided it will intitle me to her 
favour and forgivenefs at laft.”’ Emily well nigh 
overcome by this declaration, told him that as 
fhe taxed him with no guilt, fhe expected no at- 
tonement ; and preffed her companion to return 
into town, But Sophy, who was too indulgent 
to her friend’s real inclination to comply with her 
requeft, obferved that the gentleman feemed fo 
reafonable in his conceffions, fhe began to think 
her coufin was in the wrong, and felt herfelf dif- 
pofed to act as umpire in the difpute. 

Overjoyed at this condefcenfion, Mr. Pickle 
thanked her in the moft rapturous terms, and in 
the tranfport of his expectation, kifled the hand 
of his kind mediatrix ; a circumftance which had 
a remarkable effect on the countenance of Emi- 
lia, who did not feem to relifh the warmth of his 
acknowledgement. 

After many fupplications on one hand, and 
preffing remonftrances on the other, fhe yielded 
at length, and turning to her lover, while her 
face was overfpread with blufhes, ** Well, Sir, 
(faid fhe) fuppofing I were to put the difference 
on that iffue, how could you excufe the ridiculous 
letter which you fent to me from Winchefter.”” 
This expoftulation introduced a difcuffion of the 
whole affair, in which all the circumftances were 
canvaficd ; and Emilia ftill affirmed with great 


heat, that the letter muft have been calculated co 
; 2 affront 
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affront her; for fhe could not fuppofe the author 
was fo weak as to defign it for any other purpofe. 

Peregrine, who ftill retained in his memory 
the fubftance of this unlucky epiftle, as well as 
the verfes which were inclofed, could recolleé& 
no particular expreffion which could have juftly 
given the leaft umbrage; and therefore in the 
agonies of perplexity, begged that the whole 
might be fubmitted to the judgment of Mifs So- 
phy; and faithfully promifed to ftand to her award. 

In fhort, this propofal was with feeming re- 
Juctance embraced by Emilia, and an appointment 
made to meet next day in the fame place, whi- 
ther both parties were defired to come provided 
with their credentials, according to which defini- 
tive fentence would be pronounced. 

Our lover having fucceeded thus far, over- 
whelmed Sophy with acknowledgments onaccount. 
of her generous mediation, and in the courfe of 
their walk, which Emilia was now in no hurry 
to conclude, whifpered a great many tender pro- 
teftations in the ear of his miftrefs, who, never- 
thelefs, continued to act upon the referve, until 
her doubts fhould be more fully refolved. 

Mr. Pickle having found means to amufe them 
in the fields till the twilight, was obliged to with 
them good even, after having obtained a folemna 
repetition of their promife to meet him at the 
appointed time and place ; and then retreated to 
his apartment, where he fpent the whole night in 
various conjectures on the fubject of this letter, 
the gordian knot of which he could by no means 
untie. 

One while he imagined that fome wag had 
played a trick upon his meffenger, in confequence 
of which Emilia had received a fuppofititious letter; 

but 
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but upon further refleGtion, he could not conceive 
the practicability of any fuch deceit. Then he 
began to doubt the fincerity of his miftrefs, who, 
perhaps, had only made that an handle for dif- 

carding him, at the requeft of fome favoured rival 5 
but his own integrity forbad him to harbour this 
mean fufpicion; and therefore he was again in- 
volved in the labyrinth of perplexity. Next day 
he waited on the rack of impatience for the hour 
of five in the afternoon, which no fooner ftruck, 
than he ordered Pipes to attend him, in cafe there 
fhould be occafion for his evidence 3 and repaired 
to the place of rendezvous, where he had not 
tarried five minutes before the ladies appeared. 

Mutual compliments being paffed, and the at~ 
tendant ftationed at a convenient diftance, Pere- 
grine perfuaded them to fit down upon the grafs, 
under the fhade of a fpreading oak, that they 
might be more at their eafe ; while he ftretched 
himfelf at their feet, and defired that the paper 
on which his doom depended might be examined. 
It was accordingly put into the hand of his fair 
arbitrefs, who read it immediately with an audi- 
ble voice. The firft two words of it were no 
fooner pronounced, than he ftarted with great 
emotion, and raifed himfelf upon his hand and 
knee, in which pofture he liftened to the reft of 
the fentence ; and then fprung upon his feet in 
the utmoft aftonifhment, and glowing with re- 
fentment at the fame time, exclaimed ** Hell and 
the devil ! what’s all that? Sure you make a jeft 
of me, madam.” ‘Pray, Sir, (faid Sophy) give 
me the hearing for a few moments, and then urge 
what you fhall think proper in your own defence.’” 

Having thus cautioned him, fhe proceeded ; but 

before fhe had finifhed o half of the ad 
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her gravity forfook her, and fhe was feized with 
a violent fitof Jaughter, in which neither of the 
lovers could help joining, notwithftanding the 
rcfentment which at that inftant prévailed in the 
breafts of both. The judge, however, in a little 
time, refumed her folemnity, and having read 
the remaining part of this curious epiftle, all three 
continued ftaring at each other alternately for the 
fpace of half a minute, and then broke forth at 
the fame inflant in another paroxifm of mirth. 
krom this unanimous convulfion, one would have 
thought that both parties were extremely well 
pleafed with the joke; yet this was by no means 

the cafe. 
Emilia imagined that notwithftanding his af- 
feGted furprize, her lover in fpite of himfelf had 
renewed the laugh at her expence, and in fo do- 
ing, applauded his own unmannerly ridicule. This 
fuppofition could not not fail of raifing and reviv- 
ing her indignation, while Peregrine highly re- 
fented the indignity with which he fuppofed him- 
fclf treated, in their attempting to make him the 
dupe of fuch a grofs and ludicrous artifice. “This 
being the fituation of their thoughts, their mirth 
was fucceeded by a mutual gloominefs of afpedct, 
and the judge addreffing herfelf to Mr. Pickle, 
afked if he had any thing to offer why fentence 
fhould not be pronounced. ** Madam, anfwered 
the culprit, I am forry to find myfelf fo low in 
the opinion of your coufin, as to be thought ca- 
pable of being deceived by fuch a fhallow con- 
trivance.”’ ‘* Nay, Sir, faid Emily, the contri- 
vance is your own, and I cannot help admiring 
your confidence in imputing itto me.” ‘* Upon 
my honour, Mifs Emily, refumed our hero, you 
wrong my underftanding as well as my love, in 
— accufing 
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accufing me of having written fuch a filly imper~ 
tinent performance: the very appearance and ad- 
drefs of it is fo unlike the letter which I did my- 
felf the honour to write, that I dare fay my man, 
even at this diftance of time, will remember the 
difference.” So faying, he extended his voice, 
and beckoned to Pipes, who immediately drew 
near. . His miftrefs feemed to object to the evi- 
dence, by obferving that to be fure Mr. Pipes 
had his cue ; when Peregrine begging fhe would 
fpare him the mortification of eonfidering him in 
fuch a difhonourable light, defired his valet to 
examine the outfide of the letter, and recolleét 
if it was the fame which he had delivered to Mifs 
Gauntlet about two years ago. Pipes having 
taken a fuperficial view of it, pulled up his 
breeches, faying, ‘* Mayhap it is, but we have 
made fo many trips, and been in fo many crecks 
and corners fince that time, that I can’t pretena 
to be certain; for I neither keep journal nor log- 
book of our proceedings.’” Emiiia commended 
him for his candour, at the fame darting a farcaft c 
look at his matter, as if fhe thought he had tam- 
pered with his fervant’s integrity in vain; and Pe- 
regrine began to rave and curfe his fate for hav- 
ing fubjected him to fuch mean fufpicion, atteft- 
ing heaven and earth in the moft earneft manner, 
that far from having compofed and conveyed that 
ftupid produdiion, he had never feen it before, 
nor been privy to the leaft circumftance of the 
lan. 

: Pipes, now for the firft time, perceived the 
mifchief which he had. occafioned, and moved. 
with the tranfports of his mafter, for whom he 
had a moft inviolable attachment, frankly de- 
clared he. was ready to make oath that Mr, Pickle 

K 4 had. 
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had no hand in the letter which he delivered. 
All three were amazed at this confeffion, the 
meaning of which they could not comprehend ; 
aud Peregrine after fome paufe, leaped upon Pipes, 
and feizing him by the throat, exclaimed in an 
extafy of rage, ‘* Rafcal! tell me this inftant 
what became of the letter I intrufted to your 
care.” The patient valet, half ftrangled as he 
was, fquirted a collection of tobacco juice out of 
one corner of his mouth, and with great delibe- 
‘ration replied, ‘* Why burnt it, you wouldn’t 
have me give the young woman a thing that 
fhook all in the wind in tatters, would you ?”’ 
The ladies interpofed in behalf of the diftreffed 
{quire, from whom, by dint of queftions which 
he had neither art nor inclination to evade, they 
extorted an explanation of the whole affair. 

Such ridiculous fimplicity and innocence of in- 
tention appeared in the compofition of his expe- 
dient, that even the remembrance of all the cha- 
grin which it had produced, could not roufe their 
indignation, or enable them to refift a third erup- 
tion of laughter which they forthwith underwent. 

Pipes was difmiffed with many menacing in- 
jun@ions, to beware of fuch conduct for the fu- 
ture; Emilia ftood with a confufion of joy and 
tendernefs in her countenance; Peregrine’s eyes 
kindled into rapture, and when Mils Sophy pro- 
_ nounced the fentence of reconciliation, advanced 
to his miftrefs, faying, ** Truth is mighty, and 
will prevail ;” then clafping her in his arms, very 
impudently ravifhed a kif, which fhe had not 
power to refufe. Nay, fuch was the impulfe of 
his joy, that he took the fame freedom with the 
lips of Sophy, calling her his kind mediatrix and 
guardian angel, and behaved with fuch extrava- 
gance 
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gance of tranfport, as plainly evinced the fervour 
and fincerity of his love. 

fhall not pretend to repeat the tender protef- 
tations that were uttered on one fide, or defcribe 
the bewitching glances of approbation with which 
they were received on the other; fuffice it to 
fay, that the endearing intimacy of their former 
connexion was inftantly renewed, and Sophy, 
who congratulated them upon the happy termi- 
nation of their quarrel, favoured with their mu- 
tual confidence. In confequence of this happy 
pacification, they deliberated upon the means of 
feeing each other often; and as he could not 
without fome previous introduction vifit her 
openly at the houfe of her relation, they agreed 
to meet every afternoon in the park till the next 
affembly, at which he would folicit her as a part- 
ner, and fhe be unengaged, in expectation of 
his requeft. By this connexion he would be in- 
titled to vifit her next day, and thus an avowed 
correfpondence would of courfe commence. This 
plan was aCtually put in execution, and attended 
with a circumftance which had well nigh pro~ 
duced fome mifchievous confequence, had not Pe- 
segrine’s good fortune been fuperior to his difcre- 
tion. 


CHAP. XXVII. 


He atchieves an adventure at the affembly, and 
quarrels with his governor. 


gentlemen of fortune, who rivalled our 
ver in his paffion for Emilia, and who had fe- 


verally begged the honour of dancing with her 
| K 5 vpon 


\ T the affembly, were no fewer than three 
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upon that occafion. She had excufed herfelf to 
each, on pretence of a flight indifpofition that fhe 
forefaw would detain her from the ball, and de- 
fired they would provide themfelves with other 
partners. Obliged to admit her excufe, they ac- 
cordingly followed her advice; and after they 
had engaged themfelves beyond the power of re- 
trating, had the mortification to fee her there 
unclaimed. 

They in their turns made up to her, and ex- 
preffed their furprize and concern at finding her 
in the affembly unprovided, after fhe had declined 
their invitation ; but fhe told them that her cold 
had forfaken her fince fhe had the pleafure of fee- 
ing them, and that fhe would rely upon accident 
for a partner. Juft as fhe pronounced thefe words 
to the laft of the three, Peregrine advanced as an 
utter ftranger, bowed with great refpect, told her 
he underftood fhe was difengaged, and would 
think himfelf highly honoured in being accepted 
as her partner for the night; and had the good 
fortune to fucceed in his application. 

As they were by far the handfomeft and beft 
accomplifhed couple in the room, they could not 
fail of attracting the notice and admiraticn of the 
fpectators, which inflamed the jealoufy of his 
three competitors, who immediately entered into 
a confpiracy againft this gau:y ftranger, whom 
as their rival, they refolved to affront in publick. 
Purfuant to the plan which they projected for this 
purpofe, the firft country-dance was no fooner 
concluded, than one wf them with his partner 
took place of Peregrine and his miftrefs, contrary 
to the regulations cf the ball. Our lover imput- 
ing this behaviour to inadvertency, informed the 
~ gentleman of his miftake, and civilly defired he 
. | : would 
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would rectify his error. The other told him, in 
an imperious tone, that he wanted none of his 
advice, and bad him mind his own affairs. Pe- 
regrine anfwered with fome warmth, and infifted 
upon his right; a difpute commenced, high words 
enfued, in the courfe of which, our impetuous 
youth hearing himfelf reviled with the appellation 
ef fcoundrel, pulled off his antagonift’s periwig, 
and flung it in his face. The ladies immediately 
fhriek’d, the gentlemen interpofed, Emilia was 
feized with a fit of trembling, and conducted to. 
her feat by her youthful admirer, who begged 
pardon for having difcompofed her, and vindi- 
cated what he had done, by reprefenting the ne- 
ceffity he was under to refent the provocation he 
had received. 

Though fhe could not help owning the juftice 
of his plea, fhe was not the lefs concerned at the 
dangerous fituation in which he had involved 
himfelf, and in the utmoft confternation and 
anxiety, infifted upon going dire€tly home: he 
could not refift her importunities, and her coufin 
being determined to accompany her, he efcorted 
them to their lodgings, where he wifhed them 
good night, after having, in order to quiet their 
apprehenfions, protefted that if his opponent was 
fatishied, he fhould never take any ftep towards 
the profecution of the quarrel. Mean while the 
aflembly-room became a fcene of tumult and ur- 
roar ; the perfon who conceived himfelf injured, 
feeing Peregrine retire, ftruggled with his com- 
panions who with-held him, in order to purfue and 
take fatisfaQion of our hero, whom he loaded 
with terms of abufe, and challenged to fingle 
combat. 


K 6... The 
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The direCtor of the ball held a confultation 
with all the fubfcribers who were prefent, and it 
was determined by a majority of votes, that the 
two gentlemen who had occafioned the difturb- 
ance, fhould be defired to withdraw. This refo- 
lution being fignified to one of the parties then 
prefent, he made fome difficulty of complying, 
but was perfuaded to fubmit by his two confede- 
yates, who accompanied him to the ftreet-door, 
where he was met by Peregrine on his return to. 
the affembly. 

This choleric gentleman, who was a country 
fquire, no fooner faw his rival, than he began to 
brandifh his cudgel in a menacing pofture, when 
our adventurous youth ftepping back with one foot, 
Jaid his hand upon the hilt of his {word, which he 
drew half way out of the fcabbard. This attitude, 
and the fight of the blade which glittened by 
moonlight in his face, checked in fome fort, the 
ardour of his affailant, who defired he would lay 
afide his toafter, and take a bout with him at 
equal arms,- Peregrine, who was an expert 
cudgel-player, accepted the invitation, and ex- 
changing weapons with Pipes who ftaod behind 
him, put himfelf in a pofture of defence, and 
received the attack of his adverfary, who. ftruck 
at random without either fkill or economy. Pic- 
kle could have beaten the cudgel out of his hand 
at the firft blow, but as in that cafe he would 
have been obliged in honour to give imme- 
diate quarter, he refolved to difcipline his anta- 
gonift without endeavouring to difable him until. 
he fhould be heartily fatisfied with the vengeance 
be had taken. With this view he returned the 
falute, and raifed fuch a clatter about the {quire’s 
pate, that one who had heard without feeing the 

application, 
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application, would have miftaken the found for 
that of a falt-box, in the hand of a dext’rous 
Merry Andrew, belonging to one of the booths at 
Bartholomew Fair. Neither was this falutation 
confined to his head ; his fhoulders, arms, thighs, 
ancles and ribs, were vifited with amazing rapi- 
dity, whileTom Pipes founded the charge through 
his fift. Peregrine tired with this exercife, which 
had almoft bereft his enemy of fenfation, at laft 
ftruck the decifive blow, in confequence of which, 
the fquire’s weapon flew out of his grafp, and he 
allowed our hero to be the better man. Satisfied 
with this acknowledgment, the victor walked up 
ftairs with fuch elevation of fpirits and infolence 
of mein, that no body chofe to intimate the re- 
folution which had been taken in his abfence, and 
having amufed himfelf for fome time in beholding 
the country dances, he retreated to his lodging, 
where he indulged himfelf all night in the con- 
templation of his own fuccefs. 

Next day in the forenoon he went to vifit his 
partner, and the gentleman at whofe houfe fhe 
lived, having been informed of his family and’ 
condition, received him with great courtefy, as 
the acquaintance of his coufin Gauntlet, and in- 
vited him to dinner that fame day. | 

Emilia was remarkably well pleafed, when fhe 
underftood the iffue of his adventure, which be- 
gan to make fome noife in town, even though it 
deprived her of a-wealthy admirer ; for the {quire 
having confulted an attorney about the nature of 
the difpute, in hopes of being able to profecute 
Peregrine for an affault, and finding litde encoue 
ragement to go to law, refolved to pocket the 
_infult and injury he had.undergone, and to dif- 

k continue 
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continue his addrefles to her who was the caufe’ 
of both. ? 

Our lover being told by his miftrefs that fhe 
propofed to ftay a fortnight longer at Windfor, 
determined to enjoy her company all that time,. 
and then to give her a convoy to the houfe of her 
mother, whom he longed to fee. In confequence 
of this plan, he every day contrived fome frefh 
party of pleafure for the ladies, to whom he had 
by this time free accefs ; and intangled himfelf fo 
much in the {nares of love, that he feemed quite 
enchanted by Emilia’s charms, which were now 
indeed almoft irrefiftible. While he thus heed- 
lefsly roved in the flowery paths of pleafure, his 
governor at Oxford alarmed at the unufual dwra- 
tion of his abfence, went to the young gentlemen 
who had accompanied him in his excurfion, and 
very earneftly intreated them to tell him what 
they knew concerning his pupil; they accordingly 
gave him an account of the rencounter that hap- 
pened between Peregrine and Mifs Emily Gaunt- - 
let in the caftle, and mentioned circumftances 
fufficient to convince him that his charge was very 
dangeroufly engaged. 

Far from having an authority over Peregrine, 
Mr. Jolter durft not even difoblige him, and 
therefore, inftead of writing to the commodore, 
he took horfe immediately, and that fame night 
reached Windfor, where he found his ftray fheep 
very much furprifed at his unexpected arrival. 

The governor defiring to have fome ferious 
converfation with him, they fhut themfelves up 
in an apartment, when Jolter with great folem- 
nity, communicated the caufe of his journey, 
which was no other than his concern for his pu- 
pil’s welfare ; and very gravely undertook to 

prove 
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prove by mathematical demonftration, that this 
intrigue, if further purfued, would tend to the 
young gentleman’s ruin and difgrace. This fin- 
gular propofition raifed the curiofity of Peregrine, 
who promifed to yield all manner of attention, 


and defired him to begin without further pream- 


ble. 


The governor, encouraged by this appearance 


of candour, expreffed his fatisfaction in finding 
him fo open to conviction, and told him he 
would proceed upon geometrical principles. Then 
hemming thrice, obferved, that no mathematical 
inquiries could be carried on, except upon certain 
data, or conceffions to truths, that were felf- 
evident ; and therefore he muft crave his affent 
to a few axioms, which he was fure Mr. Pickle 
would fee no reafon to difpute. ‘* In the firft 
place then (faid he) you wilk grant, I hope, that 
youth and difcretion are with refpect to each 
other as two parallel lines, which though infi- 
nitely produced, remain ftill equi-diftant, and 
will never coincide: then you mutt allow that 
paffion acts upon the human mind, in a ratio 
compounded of the acutencfs of fenfe, and con- 
{titutional heat: and thircly, you will not deny 
that the angle of remorfe is equal to that of pre- 
cipitation. Thefe poffulata being admitted, 
(added he, taking paper, pen and ink, and drawe 
ing a parallelogram) let youth be reprefented by 
the right line a, 4, and difcretion by another right 
line c,d, parallel to the former. Compleat the 
par llelogram a@, 6, c,d, and let the peint of ins 
teifeClion, 4, reprefent perdition. Let paffion, 
reprefented under the letter ¢, have a motion in 
the direction c, a. At the fame time, let another 
mogion be communicated to it, in the direction 

6) As 
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c, d, it will proceed in the diagonal ¢, 5, and 
defcribe it in the fame time that it would have 
defcribed the fide c, a, by the firft motion, or 
the fide c,d, by the fecond. To underftand 
the demonftration of this corollary, we muft 
premife this obvious principle, that when a body 
is ated upon by a motion or power parallel to a 
right line given in pofition, this power, or mo- 
tion, has no effect to caufe the body to approach 
towards that line, or recede from it, but te 
move in a line parallel to a right line only ; as 
appears from the fecond law of motion: there- 
fore c, a, being parallel to d, 6,”—— 

His pupil having liftened to him thus far, 
could contain himfelf no longer, but interrupted 
the inveftigation with a loud laugh, and told him 
that his poffulata put him in mind of a certain 
learned and ingenious gentleman, who under- 
took to difprove the exiftence of natural evil, 
and afked no other datum on which to found his 
demonftration, but an acknowledgment that every 
thing that is, is right. ‘* You may therefore 
(faid he, in a peremptory tone) fpare yourfelf 
the trouble of torturing your invention ; for, 
after all, I am pretty certain that I fhall want 
capacity to comprehend the difcuffion of your 
lemma, and confequently be obliged to refufe 
my affent to your deduction. 

Mr. Jolter was difconcerted at this declaration, 
and fo much offended at Peregrine’s difrefpe, 
that he could not help expreffing his difpleafure, 
by telling him flatly, that he was too violent and 
headftrong to be reclaimed by reafon and gentle 
means ; that he (the tutor) muft be obliged in 
the difcharge of his duty and confcience, to in- 
form the commodore of his nephew’s imprudefice 

that 
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that if the laws of this realm were effectual, they 
would take cognizance of the gipfy who had led 
him aftray ; and obferved, by way of contraft, 
that if fuch a prepofterous intrigue had happened 
in France, fhe would have been clapt up in a 
convent two years ago. 

Our lover’s eyes kindled with indignation, 
when he heard his miftrefs treated with fuch ir- 
reverence; he could fcarce refrain from infli&- 
ing manual chaftifement on the blafphemer, 
whom he reproached in his wrath as an arrogant 
pedant, without either delicacy or fenfe, and cau- 
tioned him againft ufing any fuch impertinent 
freedoms with his affairs for the future, on pain 
of incurring more fevere effects of his refent- 
ment. 

Mr. Jolter, who entertained very high no« 
tions of that veneration to which he thought 
himfelf intitled by his chara€ter and qualifica- 
tions, had not bore without repining, his want of 
influence and authority over his pupil, againft 
whom he cherifhed a particular grudge, ever 
fince the adventure of the painted eye; and 
therefore, on this occafion, his politic forbear 
ance had been overcome by the accumulated mo- 
tives of his difguft. Indeed he would have re- 
figned his charge with difdain, had not he been 
encouraged to perfevere, by the hopes of a good 
living which Trunnion had in his gift, or known 
how to difpofe of himfelf for the prefent to better 
advantage, 


CHAP. 


210 The ADVENTURES of 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


He receives a letter from his aunt, breaks with the 
commedore, and difobliges the lieutenant, who, 
neverthelefs, undertakes his caufe. 


EAN while he quitted the youth in 

high dudgeon, and that fame evening 
difpatched a letter for Mrs. Trunnion, which 
was dictated by the firft tranfports of his paflien, 
and of courfe replete with fevere animadverfions 
on the mifconduét of his pupil. 

In confequence of this complaint, it was not 
long before Peregrine received an epiftle from 
his aunt, wherein fhe commemorated all the cir- 
cumftances of the commodore’s benevolence to~ 
wards him, when he was helplefs and forlorn, 
deferted and abandoned by his own parents, up- 
braided him for his mifbehaviour and negle@ of 
his tutor’s advice, and infifted upon his breaking 
off all intercourfe with that girl who had feduced 
his youth, as he valued the continuance of her 
affection and her hufband’s regard. 

As our lover's own ideas of generofity were 
extremely refined, he was fhocked at the inde- 
licate infinuations of Mrs. Trunnion, and felt 
all the pangs of an ingenuous mind, that labours 
under obligations to a perfon whom it contemns 5 
far from obeying her injunction, or humbling 
himfelf by a fubmiffive anfwer to her reprehen- 
fion, his refentment buoyed him up above every 
felfith confideration ; he refolved to attach him- 
felf to Emilia, if poffible, more than ever ; and. 
although he was tempted to punifh the officiouf- 
nefs of Jolter, by recriminating upon his life and 

con- 
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converfation, he generoufly withftood the im- 
pulfe of his paffion, becaufe he knew that his 
governor had no other dependance than the good 
opinion of the commodore. He could not, 
however, digeft in filence the fevere expoftula- 
tions of his aunt ; to which he replied by the 
following letter, addreffed to her hufband. 


SIR, 


H O” my temper could never ftoop to of- 

fer, nor, I believe, your difpofition deign 
to receive that grofs incenfe which the illiberal 
only expect, and none but the bafe-minded con- 
defcend to pay; my fentiments have always done 
juftice to your generofity, and my intention {crue 
puloufly adhered to the dictates of my duty. 
Confcious of this integrity of heart, I cannot 
but feverely feel your lady’s unkind (I will not 
call it ungenerous) recapitulation of the favours 
I have received; and as I take it for granted, 
that you knew and approved of her letter, I muft 
beg leave to aflure you, that far from being 
fwayed by menaces and reproach, I am deter- 
mined to embrace the moft abject extremity of 
fortune, rather than fubmit to fuch difhonourable 
compulfion. When I am treated in a more de- 
licate and refpetful manner, I hope I fhall be- 
have as becomes, 

SIR, 


Your obliged 
P. PICKLE.” 


The commodore, who did not underftand 
thofe nice diftinGions of behaviour, and dreaded 
the confequence of Peregrine’s amour, a 
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which he was ftrangely prepoffeffed, was ex- 
afperated at the infolence and obftinacy of this 
adopted fon; to whofe epiftle he wrote the fol- 
lowing anfwer, which was tranfmitted by the 
hands of Hatchway, who had orders to bring the 
delinquent along with him to the garifon. 


‘© Heark ye, child, 

OU need not bring your fine fpeeches ‘to 

bear upon me. You only expend your 
ammunition to no purpofe. Your aunt told you 
nothing but truth; for it is always fair and ho- 
neft to be above board, d’ye fee. I am informed 
as how you are in chace of a painted galley, 
which will decoy you upon the flats of deftruc- 
tion, unlefs you keep a better look-out and a 
furer reckoning than you have hitherto done ; 
and I have fent Jack Hatchway to fee how the 
land lieg, and warn you of your danger: if fo 
be as you will put about fhip, and let him fteer 
you into this harbour, you fhall meet with a fafe 
birth and friendly reception ; but if you refufe 
to alter your courfe, you cannot expect any fur- 
ther affiftance from yours, as you behave, 


HawszerR TRUNNION,” 


Peregrine was equally piqued and difconcerted 
at the receit of this letter, which was quite dif- 
ferent from what he had expefted, and declared 
in a refolute tone to the lieutenant, who brought 
it, that he might return as foon as he pleafed ; 
for he was determined to confult his own incli- 


nation, and remain for fome time longer where 
he was, 


Hatch- 


- 
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Hatchway endeavoured to perfuade him by all 
the arguments which his fagacity and friendfhip 
could fupply, to fhew a little more deference for 
the defire of the old man, who was by this time 
rendered fretful and peevifh by the gout, which 
now hindered him from enjoying himfelf as ufual, 
and who might, in his paflion, take fome ftep 
very much to the detriment of the young gen- 
tleman, whom he had hitherto confidered as his 
own fon. Among other remonftrances, Jack 
obferved that mayhap Peregrine had got under 
Emilia’s hatches, and did not choofe to fet her 
adrift ; and if that was the cafe, he himfelf would 
take charge of the veflel, and fee her cargo fafely 
delivered ; for he had a refpe&t for the young 
woman, and his needle pointed towards matri- 
mony ; and as, in all probability, fhe could not 


be much the worfe for the wear, he would make 


fhift to fcud thro’ life with her under an eafy 
fail. 

Our lover was deaf to all his admonitions, 
and having thanked him for this laft inftance of 
his complaifance, repeated his refolution of ad- 
bering to his firft purpofe. Hatchway having 
profited fo little by mild exhortations, affumed a 
more peremptory afpect, and plainly told him he 
neither could nor would go home without him ; 
fo he had beft make immediate preparation for 
the voyage. 

Peregrine made no other reply to this decla- 
ration than by a contemptuous fmile, and rofe 


_ From his feat in order to retire; upon which the 


lieutenant ftarted up, and pofting himfelf by 
the door, protefted with fome menacing geftures, 
that he would not fuffer him to run a-head nei- 
ther. The other, incenfed at his prefumption 

in 
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in attempting to detain him by force, tripped up 
his wooden leg, and laid him on his back in a 
moment; then walked deliberately towards the 
park, in order to indulge his reflection, which at 
that time teemed with difagreeable thoughts. He 
had not proceeded two hundred fteps, when he 
heard fomething blowing and {tamping behind him; 
and looking back, perceived the lieutenant at his 
heels, with rage and indignation in his coun- 
tenance. This exafperated feaman, impatient of 
the affront he had received, and forgetting all 
the circumftances of their former intimacy, ad- 
vanced with great eagernefs to his old friend, 
faying, ‘* Look ye, brother, you’re a faucy boy, 
and if you was at fea, I would have your arfe 
brought to the David for your difobedience; but 
as we are on fhore, you and I muft crack a piftol 
at one another; here is a brace, you fhall take 
which you pleafe.”’ 

Peregrine, upon recolletion, was forry for 
having been laid under the neceffity of difobliging 
honeft Jack, and very frankly afked his pardon 
for what he had done. But this condefcenfion 
was mifinterpreted by the other, who refufed any 
other fatisfaction but that which an officer ought 
to claim ; and, with fome irreverent expreffions, 
afked if Perry was afraid of his bacon. The 
youth, inflamed at this unjuft infinuation, darted 
a ferocious look at the challenger, told him he 
had paid but too much regard to his infirmities, 
and bad him walk forward to the park, whe 
he would foon convince him of his error, if h 
thought his conceffion proceeded from fear. 

_About this time, they were overtaken by 
Pipes, who having heard the lieutenant’s fall, 
and {een him pocket his piftols, fufpeéted that 

t there 
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there was a quarrel in the cafe, and followed 
him with a view of protecting his mafter. Pere- 
grine feeing him arrive, and gueffing his inten- 
tion, afflumed an air of ferenity, and pretending 
that he had left his handkerchief at the inn, or- 
dered his man to go thither and fetch it to him 
in the park, where he would find them at his re- 
turn. This command was twice repeated be- 
fore Tom would take any other notice of the 
meffage, except by fhaking his head: but being 
urged with many threats and curfes to obedience, 
he gave them to underftand that he knew their 
drift too well to truft them by themfelves. ‘* As 
for you, lieutenant Hatchway (faid he) I have 
been your fhip-mate, and know you to be a fai- 
lor, that’s enough; and as for mafter, I know 
him to be as good a man as ever ftept betwixt 
ftem and ftern, whereby, if you have any thing 
to fay to him, I am your man, as the faying is. 
Here’s my fapling, and I don’t value your crackers 
of a rope’s end.” ‘Thisoration, the longeft that 
ever Pipes was known to make, he concluded 
with a flourifh of his cudgel, and enforced with 
fuch determined refufals to leave them, that 
they found it impoffible to bring the caufe to 
mortal arbitrement at that time, and ftrolled 
about the park in profound filence; during 
which, Hatchway’s indignation fubfiding, he all 
of a fudden thruft out his hand as an advance to 
reconciliation, which being cordially fhaken by 
Peregrine, a general pacification enfued ; and 
was followed by a confultation about the means 
of extricating the youth from his prefent per- 
plexity. Had his difpofition been like that of 
moft other young men, it would have been no 


dificult tafk to overcome his difficulties ae 
uc 
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fuch was the obftinacy of his pride, that he 
deemed himfelf bound in honour to refent the 
letters he had received; and, inftead of fub- 
mitting to the pleafure of the commodore, ex- 
pected an acknowledgment from him, without 
which he would liften to no terms of accommo- 
dation. ‘* Had I been his own fon (faid he) I 
fhould have bore his reproef, and fued for for- 
givenefs ; but knowing myfelf to be on the 
footing of an orphan who depends entirely upon 
his benevolence, I am jealous of every thing 
that can be conftrued into difrefpe&t, and infift 
upon being treated with the moft pun@ual re- 
gard. I fhall now make application to my fa- 
ther, who is obliged to provide for me by the 
ties of nature, as well as the laws of the land ; 
and if he fhall refufe to do me juftice, I can 
never want employment while men are required 
for his majefty’s fervice.”’ 

The lieutenant, alarmed at this intimation, 
begged he would take no new ftep, until he 
fhould hear from him; and that very evening 
fet out for the garifon, where he gave Trunnion 
an account of the mifcarriage of his negotiation, 
told him how highly Peregrine was offended at 
the letter, communicated the young gentleman’s 
fentiments and refolution ; and finally affured 
him, that unlefs he fhould think proper to afk 
pardon for the offence he had committed, he 
would, in all appearance, never more behold 
the face of his godfon. 

The old commodore was utterly confounded 
at this piece of intelligence; he had expected 
all the humility of obedience and contrition from 
the young man; and inftead of that, received 
nothing but the moft indignant oppofition, and 

even 
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even found himfelf in the predicament of an of- 
fender, obliged to make atonement, or forfeit 
all correfpondence with his favourite. Thefe 


-jnfolent conditions at firft threw him into an 


agony of wrath, and he vented ¢xccrations with 
fuch rapidity, that he left himfelf no time to 
breathe, and had almoft been fuffocated with his 
choler. He inveighed bitterly againft the ingra- 
titude of Peregrine, whom he mentioned with 
many opprobrious epithets, and fwore that he 
ought to be keel-hauled for his prefumption ; 
but when he began to reflect more coolly upon 
the fpirit of the young gentleman, which had al- 
ready manifefted itfelf on many occafions, and 
liftened to the fuggeftions of Hatchway, whom 
he had always confidered as an oracle in his 
way, his refentment abated, and he determined 
to take Perry into favour again; this placability 
being not a little facilitated by Jack’s narrative 
of our hero’s intrepid behaviour at the affembly, 
as well as in the conteft with him in the park. 
But ftill this plaguy amour occurred like a bug- 
bear to his imagination ; for he held it as an in- 
fallible maxim, that womz-n was an eternal fource 
of mifery to man. Indeed this apothegm he fel- 
dom repeated fince his marriage, except in the 
company of a very few intimates, to whofe fe- 
crecy and difcretion he could truft. Finding 
Jack himfelf at a nonplus in the affair of Emilia, 
he confulted Mrs. Trunnion, who was equally 
furprifed and offended, when fhe underftood that 
her letter did not produce the defired effect ; and 
after having imputed the youth’s obfinacy to his 
uncle’s unfeafonable indulgence, had recourfe to 
the advice of the parfon, who, flill with an eye 
to his friend’s advantzge, counfelled them to fend 
. Vou, I. L the 
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the young gentleman’ on his travels, in the courfe 
of which he would, in all probability, forget the 
amufements of his greener years, ‘The propofal 
was judicious, and immediately approved, when 
Trunnion going into his clofet, after divers ef- 
forts, produced the following billet, with which 
Jack departed for Windfor that fame afternoon. 


My good lad, 

F I gave offence in my laft letter, I’m forry 
I for it, d’ye fee; I thought it was the likelieft 
way to bring you up ; but, in time te come, you 
fhall have a larger fwing of cable. When you 
can fpare time, I thall be glad if you will make 
a fhort trip, and fee your aunt, and him who is 

Your loving godfather, 
and humble fervant, 
Hawser TRUNNION. 


P.S. If you want money, you may draw up- 
on me payable at fight.” 


CHAP. XXIX. 


Fle becomes melancholy and defpondent ; is favoured 
with a condefcending letter fram his uncle, re- 
conciles himfelf to bis governor, and fets out 
with Emilia and ber friend for Aérs, Gauntlet’s 


boufe. 


Eregrine, fortified as he was with pride and 

Mt indignation, did not fail to feel the fmart- 
ing fuggeftions of his prefent fituation: after 
having lived fo long in ap’ affuent and imperious 
manner, he could ill brook the thoughts of fub- 
, mitting 
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mitting to the mortifying exigencies of life ; 
all the gaudy fchemes of pomp and pleafure, 
which his luxuriant imagination had formed, be- 
gan to diflolve; a train of melancholy ideas took 
poffeffion of his thoughts, and the prafpect of 
lofing Emilia was not the leaft part of his afflic- 
tion. ‘Though he endeavoured to fupprefs the 
chagrin that preyed upon his heart, he could not 
conceal the difturbance af his mind from the 
penetration of that amiable young lady, who 
fympathized with him in her heart, though fhe 
could not give her tongue the liberty of afking 
the caufe of his diforder; for, notwithftanding 
all the ardour of his addreffes, he never could 
obtain from her the declaration of a mutual 
flame; becaufe, tho’ he had hitherto treated her 
with the utmoft reverence of refpect, he had ne- 
ver once mentioned the final aim of his paffion ; 
and however honourable fhe fuppofed it to be, 
fhe had difcernment enough to forefee, that va- 
nity or intereft co-operating with the levity of 
youth, might one day deprive her of her lover, 
and fhe was too proud to give him any handle of 
exulting at her expence ; fo that, although he was 
received by her with the moft diftingnithed civility, 
and even an intimacy of friendfhip, all his folli- 
citations could never extort from her an acknow- 
ledgment of love; on the contrary, being of a 
pay difpofition, fhe fometimes coquetted with 
other admirers, that his attention thus whetted 
might never abate, and that he mizht fee fhe 
had other refources, in cafe he fhould flagg in 
his affection. 

This being the prudential plan on which fhe 
acted, it cannot be fuppofed that fhe would con- 
defcend to inquire into the ftate of Ins thoughts, 

L 2 when 
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when fhe faw him thus affefted ; but fhe, ne- 
verthelefs, impofed that tafk on her coufin and 
confidante, who, as they walked together in the 
park, obferved that he feemed to be out of hu- 
mour. When this is the cafe, fuch a queftion 
generally increafes the difeafe; at leaft it had 
that effect upon Peregrine, who replied fomewhat 
peevithly, ** I affure you, Madam, you never 
was more miftaken in your obfervations.”’ ‘¢ J 
think fo too (faid Emilia) for I never faw Mr. 
Pickle in higher fpirits.”’ ‘This ironical enco- 
mium compleated his confufion; he affected to 
fmile, but it was a {mile of anguifh, and in his 
heart curfed the vivacity of both. He could not 
for his foul recollect himfelf, fo as to utter one 
connected fentence ; and the fufpicion that they 
obferved every circumftance of his behaviour, 
threw fuch a damp on his fpirits, that he was 
quite overwhelmed with fhame and refentment, 
when Sophy ca(fting her eyes towards the gate, 
faid, ‘© Yonder is your fervant, Mr. Pickle, with 
another:man who feems to have a wooden leg.”’ 
Peregrine ftarted at this intelligence, and imme- 
diately underwent fundry changes of complexion, 
knowing that his fate, in a great meafure, de- 
pended upon the information he would receive 
from his friend. 
Hatchway advancing to the company, after a 
brace of fea-bows to the ladies, took the youth 
afide, and put the commodore’s letter into his 
hand, which threw him into fuch an agitation, 
that he could fcarce pronounce, ‘‘ Ladies, will 
you give me leayef’? And when, in confe- 
i Bae of their permiffion, he attempted to open 
the billet, he fumbled with fuch manifeft diforder, 
that his miftrefs, who watched his motions, be- 
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gan to think there was fomething very interefting 
in the meffage ; and fo much was fhe affected 
with his concern, that fhe was fain to turn her 
head another way, and wipe the tears from her 
lovely eyes. 

Mean while, Peregrine no fooner read the firft 
fentence, than his countenance, which before was 
overcaft with a deep gloom, began to be lighted 
up, and every feature unbending by degrees, he 
recovered his ferenity ; and having perufed the 
letter, his eyes fparkling with joy and gratitude, 
-he hugged the Jieutenant in his arms, and pre- 
fented him to the ladies as one of his belt friends. 
Jack met with a moft gracious reception, and 
fhook Emilia by the hand, telling her, with the 
familiar appellation of old acquaintance that he 
did not care how foon he was matter of fuch an- 
other clean-going frigate as herfelf. 

The whole company partook of this favour- 
able change that evidently appcared in our lover’s 
recolleclion, and enlivened his converfation with 
fuch an uncommon flow of f{prightlinefs and good 
humour, as even made an impreffion on the iron 
countenance of Pipes himfelf, who aualy 
fmiled with fatisfaction as he walked behind 
them. 

The evening being pretty far advanced, they 
directed their courfe homeward ; and while the 
valet attended Hatchway to the inn, Peregrine 
efcorted the ladies to their lodgings, where he 
owned the juftnefs of Sophy’s remark, in faying 
he was out of humour, and told them he had 
been extremely chagrined at a difference which 
happened between him and his uncle, to whom 
(by the letter which they had feen him reccive) 
he now found himfelf happily reconciled. 

L 3 Having 
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Having received their congratulations, and de- 
clined ftaying to fap with them, on account of 
the longing defire he had to converfe with his 
friend Jack, he took his leave, and repaired to 
the inn, where Hatchway informed him of every 
thing that had happened in the garifon upon his 
reprefentations ; and far from being difgufted, be 
was perfectly well pleafed with the profpect of 
going abroad, which flattered his vanity and am- 
bition, gratified his thirft after knowledge, and 
indulged that turn for ob/ervation, for which he 
had been remarkable from his moft tender years : 
‘neither did he believe a fhort abfence would tend 
to the prejudice of his love, but, on the contrary, 
inhance the value of his heart, becaufe he fhould 
return better accomplifhed, and confequently a 
more we'come offering to his m‘ftrefs. Elevated 
with thele fentiments, his heart dilated with joy, 
and the fluices of his natural benevolence being 
opened by this happy turn of his affairs, he fent 
his compliments to Mr. Jolter, to whom he had 
rot fpoken during a whole week, and defired 
he would favour Mr. Hatchway and him with his 
company at fupper. 

The governor was not weak enough to decline 
this invitation, in confequence of which he forth- 
with appeared, and was cordially welcomed by 
the relenting pupil, who expreffed his forrow for 
the mifunderftanding which had prevailed be- 
tween them, and aflured him, that for the future 
he would avoid giving him any juft caufe of 
complaint. Jolter, who did not want affections, 
was melted by this acknowledgment, which he 
could not have expected, and earneftly protefted, 
that his chief ftudy had always been, and ever 
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fhould be, to promote Mr. Pickle’s interef{ and 
happinefs. 

The beft part of the night being fpent in the 
circulation of achearful glafs, the company broke 
up; and next morning Peregrine went out, with 
a view of making his miltrefs acquamted with 
his uncle’s intention of fending him out of the 
kingdom for his improvement, and of faying every 
thing which he thought ncceflary for the intereft 
of his love. He found her at breakfaft with 
her coufin; and as he was very full of the fubject 
of his vifit, had fcarce fixed himfelf in his feat, 
when he brought it upon the carpet, by afking 
with a fmile, if the ladies bad any commands for 
Paris? Emilia at this queftion began to {ftare, 
and her confidante defired to know who was 
going thither? He no fooner gave them to un- 
derftand, that he himfelf intended in a fhort 
time to vifit that capital, than his miftrefs, with 
great precipitation, wifhed him a good journey, 
and affected to talk with indifference about the 
‘pleafures he would enjoy in I'rance: but when 
he ferioufly afiured Sophy, who afked if he was 
in earneft, th:t his uncle actually infifted upon 
his making a {hort tdur, than the tears gufhed in 
poor Emilia’s eyes, and fhe was at great pains to 
conceal her concern, by obferving that the tea 
was fo fcalding hot, a: to make her eyes water. 
This pretext was too thu. to impofe upon her 
lover, or even deceive the obfervation of her 
friend Sophy, who after breakfaft tuok an oppor- 
tunity of quitting the room. 

Thus left by themfelves, Peregrine imparted 
to her what he had learnt of the commodore’s 
intention, without, however, mentioning a fyl- 


lable of his being offended at their correfpon- _ 
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dence; and accompanied his information with 
fuch fervent vows of eternal conftancy, and fa- 
lemn promifes of a fpeedy return, that Emily’s 
heart, which had been invaded by a fufpicion, 
that this fcheme of travelling was the effect of 
her lover’s inconftancy, began to be more at 
cafe; and fhe could not help fignifying her ap- 
probation of his defign. 

This affair being amicably compromifed, he 
afkcd how foon fhe propofed to fet out for her 
mother’s houfe; and underftanding that her de~ 
parture was fixed for next day but one, and 
thet her coufin Sophy intended to accompany 
her in her father’s chariot, he repeated his in- 
tention of attending her, and in the mean time © 
difmiffed his governor and the lieutenant to the 
grifon, with his compliments to his aunt and 
the commodore, and a faithful promife of his 
being with them in fix days at fartheft. 

‘Thefe previous meafurcs being taken, he, at- 
tended by Pipes, fet out with the ladies; and 
they had alfo a convoy for twelve miles from 
Sophy’s father, who, at parting, recommended 
them pioufly to the care of Peregrine, with 
whom, by this time, he was perfectly well ac- 
quainted, . 
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CHAP. XXX. 


They meet with a dreadful alarm on the road, ar 
tue at their journey’s end. Peregrine is intro- 
duced to Emily’s brother ; thefe two young gen- 
tlemen mifunderfiand each other. Pickle departs 


for the garifon. 


S they travelled at an eafy rate, they had 
_ performed fomething more than onc half 
of their journey, whenthey were benighted near 
an inn, at which they refolved to lodge; the ac- 
commodation was very good, they fupped toge- 
ther with great mirth and enjoyment, and it was 
not till after he had been warned by the yawns of 
the ladies, that he conduted them to their apart- 
ment; and wifhing them good night, retired to: 
his own, and went to reft. » 
_ The houfe was crowded with country pecp'e 
who had been at a neighbouring fair, and now 
regaled themfelves with ale and tobacco in the 
yard ; fo that their confideration, which at any 
time was but flender, being now overwhelmed by 
this debauch, they flaggered in to their refsec- 
tive kennels, and left a lighted candle fticking to 
one of the wooden pillars that fupported the 
gallery, “Phe flame in a little time laid hold on 
the wood, which was as diy as tinder, and the 
whole gailery was on fire, when Peregrine fud- 
denly waked, and found himlelf almoft fuffo- 
cated. He fprung up in an inftant, flipped on 
his breeches, and throwing open the door of his 
chamber, faw the whole entry in a blaze. 
Heavens ! what were the emotions of his foul,. 
when he beheld the volumes of flame and fmoke 
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rolling towards the room where his dear Emilia 
lay! Regardlefs of his own danger, he darted 
himfelf through the thickeft of the gloom, when 
knocking hard, and calling at the fame time to 
the ladies, with the moft anxious intreaty to be 
admitted ; the door was opened by Emilia in her 
fhift, who afked with the utmoft trepidation, - 
what was the matter? He made no reply, but 
fnatching her up in his arms, like another /neas, 
bore her through the flames to a place of fafety ; 
where leaving her, before fhe could recolle&t her- 
fel, or pronounce one word, but ‘* Alas! my 
coufin Sophy!” he flew back to the refcue of 
that young lady, and found her already delivered 
by Pipes, who having been alarmed by the fmell 
of fire, had got up, rufhed immediately to the 
chamber where he knew thefe companions lodg- 
ed, and (Emily being faved by her lover) brought 
off Mifs Sophy, with the lofs of his own fhock- 
head of hair, which was finged off in his re- 
treat. | 

By th's time the whole inn was alarmed, 
every lodger, as well as fervant, exerted him- 
felf, in order to ftop the progrefs of this cala- 
mity ; and there being a well replenifhed horfe- 
pond in the yard, in lefs than an hour the fire 
was totally extinguifhed, without having done 
any other damage than that of confuming about 
two yards of the wooden gallery. 

All this time our young gentleman clofely at- 
tended his fair charge, each of whom had fwoon- 
ed with apprehenfion ; but as their conftitutions 
were good, and their fpirits not eafily diffipated, 
when upon reflection they found themfelves and 
their company fafe, and that the flames were 
heppily quenched, the tumult of their fears fub- 
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fided, they put on their cloaths, recovered their 
good humour, and began to rally each other on 
the trim in which they had been fecured. Sophy 
obferved, that now Mr. Pickle had an indifputable 
claim to her coufin’s affection ; and therefore fhe 
ought to lay afide all affe&ed referve for the fu- 
ture, and frankly avow the fentiments of her 
heart. Emily retorted the argument, . putting. 
-her in mind, that by the fame claim Mr. Pipes 
was intitled to the like return from her. Her 
friend admitted the force of the conclufion, pro- 
vided fhe could not find means of fatisfying her 
deliverer in another fhape; and turning to the 
valet, who happened to be prefent, afked if his 
heart was not otherwife engaged? Tom, who 
did not conceive the meaning of the queftion, 
{tosd filent according to cuftom ; and the inter-. 
rogation being repeated, anfwered with a gring. 
‘* Heart-whole as a bifcuit, Pll aflure you, Mi- 
ftrefs.” ** What! (faid Emilia) have you never 
been in love, Thomas?” ‘* Yes, forfooth, (re- 
plied the valet, without hefitation) fometimes of 
a morning.’ Peregrine could not help laughing,. 
and his mifteefs looked a little difconcerted at 
this blunt repartee; while Sophy, flipping a purfe- 
into his hand, told him there was fomething to. 
purchafe a periwig. Tom having confulted his. 
mafter’s eyes, refuted the prefent, faying, ‘** No, 
thank ye as much as if I did.” And though fhe 
infifted upon his putting it in his pocket, as a 
fimall teflimony of her gratitude, he could not 
be prevailed upon to avail himfelf of her gcne- 
rofity ; but following her to thé other end of the 
room, thruft it into her fleeve without ceremony, 
exclaiming, ** TH be damned to hell if I do.”’ 


Peregrine having checked him for his peo 
co- 
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behaviour, fent him out of the room, and begged 
that Mifs Sophy would not endeavour to debauch. 
the morals of his fervant, who rough and un- 
cultivated as he was, had fenfe enough to per- 
ceive that he had no pretenfion to any fuch ac- 
knowledgment. But fhe argued with great ve- 
Themence, that fhe fhould never be able to make 
an acknowledgment adequate to the fervice he 
had done her, and that fhe fhould never be per- 
fectiy eafy in her own mind, until fhe found 
fome opportunity of manifefting the fenfe fhe had 
of the obligation: ‘* I donot pretend (faid fhe) 
_ to reward Mr. Pipes; but I fhall be abfolutely 
unhappy, unlefs I am alowed to give him fome. 
token of my regard.” 

Peregrine thus earneftly follicited, defired that 
fince fhe was bent upon difplaying her generofity, 
fhe would not beftow upon him any pecuniary 
gratification, but honour him with fome trinket,. 
as a mark of confideration; becaufe he himfelf 
had fuch a particular value for the fellow, on ac- 
- count of his attachment and fidelity, that he 
fhould be forry to fee him treated on the footing 
of a common mercenary domettick. 

There was not one jewel in the poffeffion of 
this grateful. young lady, that fhe would not have 
gladly given as a recompence, or badge of di- 
ftinction, to her refcuer ; but his mafter pitched. 
upon a feal-ring of no great value that hung at 
her watch; and Pipes being. called in, had per- 
miffion to accept that tefimony of Mifs Sophy’s. 
‘favour. Tom received it accordingly with fun- 
dry fcrapes, and having kiffed it with great devo-~ 
ion, put it on his little finger, and ftrutted off, 
extremely proud of his acquifition, 
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~ Emilia, with a moft enchanting fweetnefs of 
afpect, told her lover, that he had inftru€ted her 
‘how to behave towards him; and taking a dia- 
mond ring from her finger, defired he would 
wear it for her fake. He received the pledge as 
became him, and prefented another in exchange, 
which fhe at firft refufed, alledging that it would 
deftroy the intent of her acknowledgment ; but 
‘Peregrine affured her, he had accepted her jewel, 
not as a proof of her gratitude, but as the mark 
of her love; and that if fhe refufed a mutual 
token, he fhould look upon himfelf as the objec 
of her difdain. Her eyes kindled, and her cheeks 
glowed with refentment at this impudent intima- 
tion, which fhe confidered as an unfeafonable in- 
fult; and the young gentleman perceiving her 
emotion, ftood corrected for his temerity, and. 
afked pardon for the liberty of his remonftrance, 
which he hoped fhe would afcribe to the preva- 
lence of that principle alone, which he had al- 
ways taken pride in avowing. 

Sophy feeing him difconcerted, interpofed in 
his behalf, and chid her coufin for having prac- 
tifed fuch unneceflary affectation; upon which 
Emilia, foftened into compliance, held out her 
finger as a fignal of her condefcenfion. Pere- 
grine put on the ring with great eagernefs, 
mumbied her foft white hand in an extafy, which 
would not allow him to confine his embraces to 
that limb, but urged him to feize her by the 
waift, and fnatch a delicious kifs from her love-. 
pouting lips; nor would he leave her a butt to 
the ridicule of Sophy, on whofe mouth he in- 
ftantly committed a rape of the fame nature; fo 
that the two friends, countenanced by each 


other, reprehended him. with fuch gentlenefs of 
rebuke, 
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rebuke, that he was almoft tempted to repeat the 
offence. | 

The morning being now lighted up, and the 
fervants of the inn on foot, he ordered fome cho- 
colate for breakfaft, and at the defire of the la- 
dies fent Pipes to fee the horfes fed, and the cha- 
riot prepared, while he went to the bar, and dif- 
charged the bill. 

Thefe meafures being taken, they fet out 
about five o’clock, and having refrefhed them- 
felves and their cattle at another inn on the road, 
during the heat of the day, they proceeded in 
the afternoon; and, without meeting with any 
other accident, fafely arrived at the place of 
their deftination, where Mrs, Gauntlet exprefled 
her joy at feeing her old friend Mr. Pickle,whom, 
however, fhe kindly reproached for the long dif- 
continuance of his regard. Without explaining 
the caufe of that interruption, he protefted that 
his love and efteemm had never been difcontineed, 
and that for the future he fhould omit no occafion 
of teftifying how much he had her friendthip at 
heart. She then made him acquainted with her 
fon, who at that time was in the houfe, being 
excufed from his duty by furlow. 

This young man, whofe name wes Godfrey, 
was about the age of twenty, of a middling fize, 
vigorous make, remarkably well fhaped, and the- 
fcars of the fmall pox, of which he bore a good 
number, added a peculiar manlinefs to the air of 
his count-nance. His capacity was good, and 
his difpofition naturally frank and eafy; but he 
had been a foldier from his infancy, and his edu- 
cation was altogether in the military flile. He 
looked upon tafte and letters as meer pedantry, 
beneath. the confideration of a gentleman, and 
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every civil ftation of life as mean, when com- 
pared with the profeffion of arms. He had made 
great progrefs in the gymnaftic fciences of dan- 
cing, fencing and riding, played perfectly well 
on the German flute, and above all things va- 
lued himfelf upon a fcrupulous obfervance of all 
the points of honour. 

Had Peregrine and he confidered themfelves 
upon equal footing, in all probability they would 
have immediately entered into a league of inti- 
macy and friend{bip; but this fufficient foldier 
looked upon his fifter’s admirer as a young ftu- 
dent raw from the univerfity, and utterly igno- 
rant of mankind, while fquire Pickle beheld 
Godfrey in the light of a needy volunteer, 
greatly inferior to himfelf in fortune, as well as 
every other accomplifhment. This mutual mif- 
underftanding could not fail of producing ani- 
mofities. The very next day after Peregrine’s ar- 
rival, fome fharp repartees pafled between them. 
in prefence of the ladies, before whom each en- 
deavoured to affert his own fuperiority. In thefe 
contefts our hero never failed of obtaining the 
victory, becaufe his genius was more acute, and 
his talents better cultivated than thofe of his an- 
tagonilt, who therefore took umbrage at his fuc- 
cefs, became jealous of his reputation, and be- 
gan to treat him with marks of fcorn and dif- 
refpect. 

His fifter faw, and dreading the confequence 
of his ferocity, not only took him to tafk in , 
private for his impolite behaviour, but alfo in- 
treated her lover to make allowances for the 
roughnefs of her brother’s education. He kindly 
affured her, that whatever pains it might coft him 


to vanquifh his own impetuous temper, he were 
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for her fake endure all the mortifications to 
which her brother’s arrogance might expofe him; 
and after having ftayed with her two days, and 
enjoyed feveral private interviews, during which 
he acted the part of a moft paffionate lover, he 
took his leave of Mrs. Gauntlet over-night, and 
told the young ladies he would call early next 
morning, to bid them farewel. He did not neg- 
let this piece of duty, and found the two friends 
and breakfaft already prepared in the parlour. 
All three being extremely affeG@ed with the 
thoughts of parting, a moft pathetic filence for 
fome time prevailed, till Peregrine put an end to 
it, by lamenting his fate, in being obliged to exile 
himfelf fo long from the dear object of his moft 
interefling wifh; and begged with the moft ear- 
neft fupplications, that fhe would now, in con- 
fideration of the cruel abfence he muft fuffer, 
give him the confolation which fhe had hitherto 
rcfufed, namely, that of knowing he poffeffed 
a place withia her heart. The confidante fe- 
conded his requeft, reprefenting that it was now 
no time to difguife her fentiments, when her 
lover was about to leave the kingdom, and might 
be in danger of contracting other connexions, 
unlefs he was confirmed in his conftancy, by 
knowing how far he cou'd depend upon her love ; 
and in fhort, fhe was plied with fuch irrefiftible 
importunitics, that fhe anfwered in the utmoft 
confufion, ** Tho’ I have avoided literal ac- 
knowledgments, methinks the circumftances of 
my bchaviour might have convinced Mr. Pickle, 
that Ido not regard him as a common acquain- 
tance.” ‘¢ My charming Emily ! (cried the ime. 
patient lover, throwing himfelf at her feet) why 
will you deal out my happinefs in fuch fcant 
portions: &: 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 233 


portions? Why will you thus mince the decla- 
ration which would cverwhelm me with pleafure, 
and chear my lonely reflection, while I figh 
amid the folitude of feparation?’’ His fair mi- 
ftrefs, melted by this image, replied, with the 
tears gufhing from her eyes, ** I’m afraid I fhall 
feel that feparation more feverely than you ima- 
gine.” ‘Tranfported at this flattering confeffion, 
he preffed her to his breaft, and while her head 
reclined upon his neck, mingled his tcars with 
hers in great abundance, and breathed the moft 
tender vows of eternal fidelity. “Che gentle heart 
of Sophy could not bear this fcene unmoved, 
fhe wept with fympathy, and encouraged the lo- 
vers to refign themfelves to the will of fate, and 
fupport their fpirits with the hope of meeting 
again on happier terms. Finally, after mutual 
promifes, exhortations and endearments, Pere- 
grine took his leave, his heart being fo full, that 
he could fcarce pronounce the word ** Adieu |”? 
and mounting his horfe at the door, fet out with 
Pipes for the garifon. : 


CHAP. XXXI. 


Peregrine is overtaken by Mr. Gauntlet, with - 
whom he fights a ducl, and contraéts an intimate 
friendfbip. Ha arrives at the garijon, and 
finds bis mother as implacable as ever. He is 
infulted by bis brother Gam, whofe preceptor he — 
difciplines with a borfe-whip. 


N order to expel the melancholy images that 

took poffleffion of his fancy, at parting from 

his miftrefs, he called in the flattering ideas of 

thofe pleafures he expected to enjoy in F mane’: 
a 
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and before he had rode ten miles, his imagination 
was effectually amufed. 

While he thus profecuted his travels by antici- 
pation, and indulged hinvelf in all the infolence 
of hope, at the turning of a lane he was all of 
a fudden overtaken by Emilia’s brother on horfe- 
back, who told him he was ridmg the fare way, 
and fhould be glad of his company. 

This young gentleman, whether prompted by 
perfonal pique, or actuated wich zeal for the 
honour of his family, had followed our hero, 
with a view of obliging him to explain the na- 
ture of his attachment to his fifter. Peregrine 
returned his compliment with fuch difdainful ci- 
vility, as gave him room to believe that he fuf- 
fpected his errand ; and therefore, without fur- 
ther preamble, he declared his bufinefs in thefe 
words: ‘* Mr. Pickle, you have carried on a 
correfpondence with my fifter for fome time, 
and I fhould be glad to know the nature of it ?” 
To this queftion our lover replied, ‘* Sir, 
fhould be glad ta know what titke you have to 
demand that fatisfa@ion ?” ‘* Sir, (anfwered 
the other) I demand it in the capacity of a bro- 
ther, jealous of his own honour, as well as of 
his fifter’s reputation; and if your intentions are 
honourable, you will not refute it.” °° Sir, (faid 
Peregrine) I am not at prefent difpofed to appeal 
to your opinion for the retitude of my inten- 
tions ; and I think you affume a little too much 
importance, in pretending to judge my conduct.” 
“* Sir, (replied the foldier) I pretend to judge 
the conduct of every man who interferes with 
icy concerns, and even to chaftife him, if I 
think he ats amifs.”  Chaftife! (cried the 
youth, with indignation in his looks) fure you 

dare 
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dare not apply that term tome?” ‘“ You are 
miftaken (faid Godfrey) I dare do any thing that 
becomes the character of a gentleman.” ‘* Gen- 
tleman, God wot! (replied the other, looking 
contemptuoufly at his equipage, which was none 
of the moft fuperb) a very pfetty gentleman, 
truly!” The foldier’s wrath was inflamed by 
this ironical repetition, the contempt of which 
his confcious poverty made him feel; and he 
called his antagonift prefumptuous boy, infolent 
upftart, with other epithets, which Perry re- 
torted with great bitternefs: and a formal chal- 
lenge having pafled between them, they alighted 
at the firft inn, and walked into the next field, 
in order to decide their quarrel by the fword. 
Having pitched upon the fpot, helped to pull off 
each other’s boots, and Jaid afide their coats and 
‘wailtcoats, Mr. Gauntlet told his opponent, that 
he himfelf was looked upon in the army as an 
expert fwordfman, and that if Mr. Pickle had 
not made that fcience his particular ftudy, they 
fhould be upon a more equal footing in ufirg pi- 
ftols. Peregrine was too much incenfed to thank 
him for his plain dealing, and too confident of 
his own {kill to relifh the other’s propefal, which 
he accordingly reje€ted ; and drawing his fword, 
‘obferved, that were he to treat Mr. Goats ac- 
cording to his deferts, he would order his man to 
punifh his audacity with an horfe-whip. Exaf- 
perated at this expreffion, which he confidered 
‘as an indelible affront, he made no reply, but 
attacked his adverfary with equal ferocity and ad- 
drefs. The youth parried his firft and fecond 
thruft, but feceived the third in the outfide of 
his fword-arm. "Though the wound was fuper- 
ficial, he was tranfported with rage at gp or 
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his own blood, and returned the affault with 
fuch fury and precipitation, that Gauntlet, loath 
to take advantage of his unguarded heat, ftood 
upon the defenfive; and in the fecond longe, 
Percgrine’s weapon entering a kind of net- work 
in the fhell of Godfrey’s fword, the blade 
{nzpped in two, and left him at the mercy of the 
foldier, who, far from making an infolent ufe 
of the victory he had gained, put up his Toledo 
with great dcliberation, like a man who had 
been ufed to that kind of rencounters, obferved 
that fuch a blade as Peregrine’s was not to be 
trufted with a man’s life, and advifing the owner 
to treat a gentleman in diftrefs with more refpect 
for the future, flipped on his boots, and with 
fullen diznity of demeanour ftalked back to the 
inn. 

Though Pickle was extremely mortified at his 
mifcarriage in this adventure, he was alfo ftruck 
with the behaviour of his antagonift, which af- 
fected him the more, as he underftood that God- 
frey’s fierie had proceeded from the jealous fen- 
fibility of a gentleman declined into the vale of 
misfortune. Gauntlet’s valour and moderation 
induced him to put a favourable conftruCtion on 
all thofe circumftances of that young foldier’s 
conduct, which before had given him difguft ; 
and though in any other cafe he would have in- 
duftrioufly avoided the leaft appearance of fub- 
miffion, he followed his conqueror to the inn, 
with a view of thanking him for his generous for- 
bearance, and of folliciting his friendfhip and 
correfpondence. 

Godfrey had his foot in the ftirrup to mount, 
when Peregrine coming up to him, defired he 
would defer his departure for a quarter of an 

hour, 
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hour, and favour him with a little private con- 
verfation. ‘The foldier, who miftook the mean- 
ing of the requeft, immediately quitted his horfe, 
and followed Pickle into a chamber, where he 
expected to find a brace of piftols loaded on the 
table; but he was very agreeably deceived, when 
our hero, in the moft refpectful terms, acknow-. 
ledzed his noble deportment in the field, owned 
that till then he had mifunderftood his character, 
and begged that he would honour him with his 
intimacy and correfpondence. 

Gauntlet, who had feen undoubted proofs of 
Peregrine’s courage, which had confiderably raifed 
him in his efteem, and had fenfe enough to per- 
ceive that this conceffion was not owing to any 
fordid or finifter motive, embraced his offer with 
demontftrations of infinite fatisfation ; and when 
he underftood the terms on which Mr, Pickle 
was with his fifter, proffered his fervice in his 
turn, either as agent, mediator, or confidant: 
nay, to give this new friend a convincing proof 
of his fincerity, he difclofed to him a paffion 
which he had for fome time entertained for his 
coufin Mifs Sophy, though he durft not reveal 
his fentiments to her father, left he fhould be of- 
fended at his prefumption, and withdraw his pro 
tection from the family. 

_ Peregrine’s generous heart was wrung with 
anguifh, when he underftood that this young 
gentleman, who was the only fon of a diftin- 
- guifhed officer, had carried arms for the fpace 
ef five years, without being able to obtain a fub- 
altern’s commiffion, though he had always be- 
haved with remarkable regularity and fpirit, and 
acquired the friendfhip and efteem of all the of- 


ficers under whom he had ferved. 
3 ae 
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He would, at that time, with the utmoft plea- 
fure, have fhared his finances with him; but as. 
he would not run the rifk of offending the young 
foldier’s delicacy of hanour, by a premature ex- 
ertion of his liberality, he refalved to infinuate 
himfelf into an intimacy with him, before he 
would venture to take fuch freedoms; and with 
that view preffed Mr. Gauntlet to accompany him 
ta the garifon, where he did not dqubt of hav- 
ing influence enough to make him a welcome 
gueft. Godfrey thanked him very courteoufly for 
his invitation, which he faid he could not imme- 
diately accept, but promifed if he would favour 
him with a fee and fix the time at which he 
propofed to fet out for France, he would endea- 
vour to vifit him at the commadore’s habitation, 
and fram thence give him a convoy to Dover. 
This new treaty being fettled, and a doffil of lint 
with a {nip of plaifter applied to qur adventurer’s 
wound, he parted from the brother of his dear 
Emilia, to whom and his friend Sophy he fent 
his kindeft withes; and having lodged one night 
upon the road, arrived next day in the afternoon 
at the garifon, where he found all his friends in 
good health, and overjoyed at his return. 

_ The commadare, wha was by this time turned 
of feventy, and altogether cysippled by the gout, 
feldom went abroad; and as his converfation was 
not very entertaining, had but little company 
within doors 3, fo that his fpirits mut have quite. 

ftagnated, had not they been kept in motion by 
' the converfation of Hatchway, and received at 
different times an wholefome fillip from the dif- 
cipline of bis fpoufe, who, by the force of pride, 
religion and Coniac, had erected a moft terrible 
tyranny in the houfe. There was fuch a quick 

circu- 
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circulation of domefticks in the family, that every 
fuit of livery had been worn by figures of all di- 
menfions: Trunnion himfelf bad long before 
this time yielded to the torrent of her arbitrary 
{way ; though not without divers obftinate ef- 
forts to maintain his liberty ; and now, that he - 
was difabled by his iufirmities, when he ufed to 
hear his emprefs finging the loud Orthyan fong 
among the fervants below, he would often in 
whifpers communicate to the lieutenant, hints of 
what he would do if fo be he was not deprived of 
the ufe of his precious limbs. Hatchway was the 
only perfon whom the temper of Mrs. Trunnien 
re{pected, either becaufe fhe dreaded his ridicule, 
or looked upon his perfon with the eyes of affec- 
tion. This being the fituation of things in the 
garifon, it is not to be doubted that the old gen- 
tleman highly enjoyed the prefence of Peregrine, 
who found means to ingratiate himfelf fo effec- 
tually with his aunt, that while he remained at 
home, fhe feemed to have exchanged the difpofi- 
tion of a tygrefs, for that of agentle kid; butthe 
found his own mother as implacable, and his fa- 
ther as much hen-pecked as ever. | 
Gamaliel, who now very feldom enjoyed the 
converfation of his old friend the commodore, 
had fome time ago entered into an amicable fo- 
ciety, confifting of the barber, apothecary, at- 
torney and excifeman of the parifh, among whom 
he ufed to fpend the evening at Tunley’s, and 
liften to their difputes upon philofophy and poli- 
ticks, with great comfort and edification, while 
his fovereign lady domineered at home as ufual, 
vifited with great pomp in the neighbourhood, 
and employed her chief care in the education of 
her darling fon Gam, who was now in the ae 
teent 
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teenth year of his age, and fo remarkable for his 
perverfe difpofition, that in fpite of his mother’s 
influence and authority, he was not only hated, 
but alfo defpifed both at home and abroad. She 
had put him under the tuition of the curate who: 
lived in the family, and was obliged te attend him 
in all his exercifes and excurfions, This governor 
was a low bred fellow, who had neither experi- 
ence nor ingenuity, but pofleffed a large fund of 
adulation and fervile complaifance, by which he 
had gained the good graces of Mrs, Pickle, and 
prefided over all her deliberations in the fame 
manner as his fuperior managed thofe of Mrs. 
Trunnion. 

He had one day rode out to take the air with 
his pupil, who, as I have already obferved, was 
odious to the poor people, for having killed their 
dogs and broken their inclofures, and on account 
of his hump, diftinguifhed by the title of my 
lord; when in a narrow lane they chanced to 
meet Peregrine on horfeback. 

The young fquire no fooner perceived his elder 
brother, for whom he had been inftru€ted to en- 
tertain the moft mveterate grudge, than he re- 
folved to infult him en paffant, and aCtually rode 
againft him full gallop. Our hero gueffing his aim, 
fixed himfelf in his ftirrups, and by a dexterous 
management of the reins, avoided the fhock in 
fuch a manner, as that their legs only fhould en- 
‘counter, by which means my lord was tilted out 
of his faddle, and wh a twinkling laid fprawling in 
the dirt. ‘The governor enraged at the difgrace 
of his charge, advanced with great infolence and 
fury, and ftruck at Peregrine with his whip. No- 
thing could be more agreeable to our young gen- 
tleman than this affault, which furnifhed him 

with 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 44¢ 


with an opportunity of chaftifing an officious 
wretch,whofe petulance and malice he had longed 
to punifh. He therefore, {purring up his horfe 
towards his antagonift, overthrew. him in the 
middle of a hedge; and before he had time to 
recollect himfelf from the confufion of the fall, 
alighted in a trice, and exercifed his horfe-whip 
with fuch agility about the curate’s face and ears, 
that he was fain to proftrate himfelf before his 
enraged conqueror, and implore his forbearance 
in the moft abje&t terms. While Peregrine was 
thus employed, his brother Gam had made fhift 
to rife, and attack him in the rear; for which. 
reafon, when the tutor was quelled, the victor 
faced about, fnatched the weapon out of his 
hand, and having broken it to pieces, remounted: 
his horfe, and rode off, without deigning to ho- 
nour him with any other notice. 

The condition in which they returned pro- 
duced infinite clamour againft the conqueror, who 
was reprefented as a ruffian who had lain in am- 
bufh to make away with his brother, in whofe 
defence the curate was faid to have received thofe 
cruel ftripes, that hindered him from appearing 
for three whole weeks in the performance of his 
duty at church. 

Complaints were made to the commodore, who 
having inquired into the circumftances of the af- 
fair, approved of what his nephew had done; 
adding, with many oaths, that, provided Pere- 
grine had been out of the fcrape, he wifhed Crook- 
back had broke his neck in the fall. 


\ 
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CHAP. XXXII 


He projeéis a plan of revenge, which is executed 
againft the curate. 


UR hero, exafperated at the villainy of the 
curate, in the treacherous mifreprefentation 

he had made of this rencounter, determined to 
pra@iife upon him a method of revenge, which 
fhould be not only effectual, but alfo unattended 
with any bad confequence to himfelf. For this 
purpofe he and Hatchway, to whom he imparted 
his plan, went to the alehoufe one evening, and 
called for an empty room, knowing there was 
no other but that which they had chofen for the 
{cene of a&tion. This apartment was a fort of a 
parlour that fronted the kitchen, with a window 
towards the yard; where, after they had fate 
fome time, the lieutenant found means to amufe 
the landlord in difcourfe, while Peregrine ftep- 
ping out into the yard, by the talent of mimickry, 
which he poffeffed in a furprifing degree, coun- 
terfeited a dialogue beteen the curate and Tun- 
ley’s wife; which reaching the ears of the pub~ 
lican, for whofe hearing it was calculated, in- 
Hamed his naturally jealous difpofition to fuch a 
degree, that he could not conceal his emotion, 
but made an hundred efforts to quit the room ; 
while the lieutenant, fmoaking his pipe with great 
gravity, as if he neither heard what pafled, nor 
took notice of the landlord’s diforder, detained 
him on the fpot by a fucceffion of queftions 
which he could not refufe to anfwer ; though he 
ftood fweating with agony all the time, ftretching 
his neck every inftant towards the window thro’ 
which 
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which the voices were conveyed, fcratching his 
head, and exhibiting fundry other fymptoms of 
impatience and agitation. At length, the fup- 
pofed converfation came to fuch a pitch of amo- 
rous complaifance, that the hufband, quite frantic 
with his imaginary difgrace, rufhed out at the 
door, crying, ** Coming, Sir.’’ But, as he was 
obliged to make a circuit round one half of the 
houfe, Peregrine had got in by the window, be- 
fore Tunley arrived in the yard. 

According to the feigned intelligence he had 
received, he ran directly to the barn, in expecta- 
tion of making fome very extraordinary difco- 
very; and having employed fome minutes in 
rummaging the ftraw to no purpofe, returned in 
a ftate of diftra€tion to the kitchen, juft as his 
wife chanced to enter at the other door. The 
circumftance of her appearance confirmed him 
in the opinion, that the deed was done; but as 
the difeafe of being hen-peck’d was epidemic in 
the parifh, he durft not exprefs the leaft hint of 
his uneafinefs to her, but refolved to take ven- 
geance on the libidinous pricft, who, he ima- 
gined, had corrupted the chaftity of his fpoufe. 

The two confederates, in order to be certi«. 
fied that their fcheme had taken effect, as well 
as to blow up the flame which they had kindled, 
called for Tunley, in whofe countenance they 
could eafily difcern his confufion ; and Peregrine 
defiring him to fit down and drink a glafs with 
them, began to interrogate him about his family, 
and among other things, afked him how long he 
had been married to that handfome wife? “his 
queftion, which was put with an arch fignificance 
of look, alarmed the publican, who began to 


- fear that Pickle had overheard his difhonour ; and 
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this fufpicion was not at alt removed, when the 
Jieutenant, with a fly regard, pronounced, ¢* Tun- 
ley, wan’t you noofed by the curate?” Yes, I 
was,” (replied the landlord, with an eagernefs 
and perplexity of tone, as if he thought the lieu- 
tenant knew, that thereby hangs a tale;) and 
Hatchway fupported this fufpicion, by anfwering, _ 
s¢ Nay, as for that matter, the curate may be a 
very fufficient man in his way.” This tranfition 
from his wife to the curate, convinced him that 
his fhame was known to his guefts ; and in the 
tranfport of his indignation, he pronounced with 
reat emphafis, ‘* A fufficient man ! Odds heart! 
F believe they are all wolves in fheeps cloathing. 
I with to God I could fee the day, mafter, when 
there fhal] not be a prieft, an excifeman, ora 
cuftom-houfe officer in this kingdom. As for 
that fellow of a curate, if I do catch him It 
don’t fignify talking But, by the Lord! 
Gentlemen, my fervice to you.” 

The affociates being fatisfied by thefe abrupt 
infinuations, that they had fo far fucceeded in 
their aim, waited with impatience two or three 
days, in expectation of hearing that Tunley had 
fallen upon fome method of being revenged for 
this imaginary wrong: but finding that either his 
invention was too fhallow, or his inclination too 
languid to gratify their defire of his own accord, 
they determined to bring the affair to fuch a cri- 
fis, that he fhould not be able to withftand the 
opportunity of executing his vengeance. With 
this view, they one evening hired a boy to run 
to Mr. Pickle’s houfe, and tell the curate, that 
Mrs. Tunley being taken fuddenly ill, her huf- 
band defired he would come immediately, and 
pray with her, Mean while, they had’ taken 

| pof- 
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poffeffion of aroom in the houfe; and Hatch- 
way engaging the landlord in converfation, Pe- 
regrine in his return from the yard obferved, as 
if by accident, that the parfon was gone into the 
kitchen, in order, as he fuppofed, to catechife 
Tunley’s wife. 
“The publican ftarted at this intelligence, and 
under pretence of ferving another company in 
the next room, went out to the barn, and arm- 
ing himfelf with a flail, repaired to a lane thro’ 
which the curate was under a neceffity of paffing 
in his way home. ‘There he lay in ambufh, with 
fell intent ; and when the fuppofed author of his 
fhame arrived, greeted him in the dark with fuch 
a falutation, as forced him to ftagger backward 
three paces at leaft. If the fecond application had 
taken effedt, in all probability that fpot would have 
been the boundary of the parfon’s mortal peregri- 
nation ; but, luckily for him, his antagonift was 
not expert in the management of his weapon, 
which, by a twift of the thong that connected 
the legs, inftead of pitching upon the head of the 
-aftonifhed curate, defcended in an oblique di- 
rection on his own pate, with fuch a fwing, that 
the fkull a€tually rung like an apothecary’s mor- 
tar, and ten thoufand lights feemed to dance be- 
fore his eyes. The curate recollecting himfelf 
during the refpite he obtained from this accident, 
and believing his aggreflor to be fome thief who 
lurked in that place for prey, refolved to make a 
running fight, until he fhould arrive within cry 
of his habitation. With this cefign he raifed up 
his cudgel for the ‘defence of his head, and be- 
taking himfelf to his heels, began to roar for help 
-with the lungs of a Stentor. Tunley throwing 
away the flail, which he durft no longer truft 
| M-3 with 
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with the execution of his revenge, purfued the 
fugitive with all the fpeed he could exert; and 
the other, either unnerv’d by fear, or ftum- 
bling over a ftone, was overtaken before he had 
run an hundred paces. He no fooner felt the 
wind of the publican’s fift that whiftled round 
his ears, than he fell flat upon the earth at full 
length, and the cudgel flew from his unclafping 
hand; when Tunley fpringing like a tyger upon 
his back, rained fuch a fhower of blows upon his 
carcafe, that he imagined himfelf under the difci- 
pline of ten pair of fifts at leaft: yet the imagi- 
nary cuckold, not fatisfied with annoying the 
prieft in this manner, laid hold on one of his ears 
with his teeth, and bit fo unmercifully, that the 
curate was found almoft intranced with pain by 
two labourers, at whofe approach the affailant re- 
treated unperceived. 

The lieutenant had pofted himfelf at the win- 
dow, in order to fee the landlord at his firft re- 
turn; and no fooner perceived him enter the 
yard, than he called him into the apartment, 
impatient to learn the effects of their ftratagem. 
Tunley obeyed the fummons, and appeared be- 
fore his guefts in all the violence of rage, difor- 
der and fatigue ; his noftrils were dilated more 
than one half beyond their natural capacity, his 
eyes rolled, his teeth chattered, he fnored in 
breathing as if he had been oppreffed by the night- 
mare, and ftreams of fweat flowed down each 
fide of his forehead. | . 

Peregrine affe@ting to ftart at the approach of 
fuch an uncouth figure, afked if he had been 
wreftling with a fpirit ; upon which he an{wered 
with great vehemence, ** Spirit! No, no, ma- 
fter, I have had a roll and tumble with the Ath. 

| A 
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A dog! T’ll teach him to come a caterwauling 
about my doors.” Gueffing from this reply, that 
his aim was accomplifhed, and curious to know 
the particulars of the rencounter, ** Well then, 
(faid the youth) I hope you have prevailed againft 
the flefh, Tunley.” <‘* Yes, yes, (anfwered the 
publican) I have cooled his capiflens, as the fay- 
ing is; I have played fuch a tune about his ears, 
that I’ll be bound he fhan’t long for mufick this 
month. A goatifh ram-fac’d rafcal! Why, 
he’s a perfect parifh bull, as l hope to live.” 
Hatchway obferving that he feemed to have 
made a ftout battle, defired he would fit down 
and recover wind ; and after he had fwallowed a 
brace of bumpers, his vanity prompted him to ex- 
patiate upon his own exploit in fuch a manner, 
- that the confederates, without feeming to know 
the curate was his antagonift, became acquainted 
with every circumftance of the ambufcade. 
‘Funley had fearce got the better of his agita- 
tion, when his wife entering the room, told 
them by way of news, that fome waggifh body 
had fent Mr. Sackbut the curate to pray with her. 
This name inflamed the hufband’s choler anew, 
and forgetting all his complaifance for his fpoufe, 
he replied with a rancorous grin, ‘* Add rabbit 
him ! I doubt not but you found his admonitions 
deadly comfortable!”” The landlady, looking 
at her vaflal with a fovereign afpect, ** What 
crotchets (faid fhe) have you got in your fool’s 
head, I trow? I know no bufinefs you have to 
fit here like a gentleman with you arms akimbo, 
when there’s another company in the houfe to be 
ferved.”” The fubmiffive hufband took the hint, 
and without further expoftulation, fneaked out 
of the room. . | 
: M 4 Next 
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Next day it was reported, that Mr. Sackbut 
had been way-laid, and almoft murdered by rob- 
bers, and an advertifement pafted upon the church- 
door, offering a reward to any perfon that fhould 
difcover the affaffin ; but he reaped no fatisfac- 
tion from this expedient, and was confined to his 
chamber a whole fortnight, by the bruifes he had 
received. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


Mr. Sackbut end his pupil confpire againft Pere- 
grine, who being apprized of their defign by bis 
Sifter, takes meafures for counterworking their 
Schime, which is exccuted by miftake upon Mr. 
Gauntlet. This young foldier meeets with a 
cordial reception from the commodore, who gente 
roufly decoys him into bis own intereft, 


HEN he confidered the circumftances 
of the ambufcade, he could not per- 
fuade himfelf that he had been aflaulted by a com- 
mon thief, becaufe it was not to be fuppofed that 
a robber would have amufed himfelf in pum- 
meling rather than in rifling his prey; he there- 
fore afcribed his misfortune to the fecret enmity 
of fome perfon who had a defign upon his life ; 
and upon mature deliberation, fixed his fufpicion 
ppon Peregrine, who was the only man‘on earth 
from whom he thought he deferved fuch treat- 
ment. He communicated this conjecture to his 
pupil, who readily adopted his opinion, and ad- 
vifed him ftrenuoufly to revenge the wrong by 
a like contrivance, without feeking to make a 
narrower inquiry, left his enemy fhould be there- 
by put upon his guard. 
| This 
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This propofal being relifhed, they in concert 
revolved the means of retorting the ambufh with 
intereft, and actually laid fuch a villainous plan 
for attacking our hero in the dark, that, had it 
been executed according to their intention, the 
young gentleman’s fcheme of travelling would 
. have been effeCtually marred. But their machi- 
_ Mations were overheard by Mifs Pickle, who was 
now in the feventeenth year of her age, and, im 
fpite of the prejudice of education, entertained 
in fecret a moft fifterly affection for-her brother 
Perry, though fhe had never fpoke to him, and 
was deterred by the precepts, vigilance and me- 
naces of her mother, from attempting any means. 
of meeting him in private. She was not, how- 
ever, infenfible to his praife, which was loudly 
founded forth in the neighbourhood, and never 
failed of going to church, and every other place, 
where fhe thought fhe might have an opportunity 
of feeing this amiable brother. With thefe fen- — 
timents it cannot be fuppofed that fhe would hear 
the confpiracy without emotion. She was fhocked 
at the treacherous barbarity of Gam, and fhud- 
dered at the profpect of the danger to which Pe- 
regrine would be expofed from their malice. She 
durft not communicate this plot to her mother, 
becaufe fhe was afraid that lady’s unaccountable 
averfion for her firft-born would hinder her from 
interpofing in his behalf, and confequently render 
her a fort of accomplice in the guilt of his af- 
faffins. She therefore refolved to warn Peregrine © 
of the confpiracy, an account of which fhe tranf- 
_ mitted to him in an affectionate letter, by means 
of a young gentleman in that neighbourhood, 
who made his addreffes to her at that time, and 
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who, at her requeft, offered his fervice to our 
hero, in defeating the projects of his adverfaries. 

Peregrine was itartled when he read the parti- 
culars of their {cheme, which was no other than 
an intention_to fally upon him when he fhould 
be altogether unprovided againft fuch an attack, 
cut off his ears, and otherwife mutilate him in 
fuch a manner, that he fhould have no caufe to 
be vain of his perfon for the future. 

Incenfed as he was againft the brutal difpofi- 
tion of his own father’s fon, he could not help 
being moved at the integrity and tendernefs of 
his fitter, of whofe inclinations towards him he 
had been hitherto kept in ignorance. He thanked 
the gentleman for his honourable dealing, and 
exprefied a defire of being better acquainted with 
his virtues ; told him, that now he was cautioned, 
he hoped there would be no neceffity for giving 
him any further trouble, and wrote by him a 
letter of acknolwedgment to his fifter, for whom 
he expreficd the utmoft love and regird, be- 
feeching her to favour him with an interview be- 
fore his departure, that he might indulge his fra- 
ternal fondnefs, and be bleffed with the company 
and countenance of one at leaft belonging to his 
own family. 

Having imparted this difcovery to his friend 
Hatchway, they came to a refulution of counter- 
mining the plan of their enemies ; and as they 
did not choofe to expofe themfelves to the infi- 
. nuations of flander, which would -have exerted 
Atfelf at their expence, had they, even in de- 
fending themfelves, employed any harfh means of 
retaliation, they invented a method of difap- 
pointing and difgracing their foes, and imme- 
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diately fet Pipes at work to forward the prepa- 
rations. 

Mifs Pickle having defcribed the fpot which 
the affaffins had pitched upon for the fcene of 
their vengeance, our triumvirate intended to 
have placed a centinel among the corn, who 
fhould come and give them intelligence when the 
ambufcade was laid ; and in confequence of that 
information, they would fteal foftly towards the 
place, attended by three or four of the do- 
mefticks, and draw a large net over the confpi- 
rators, who being intangled in the toil, fhould 
be difarmed, fettered, heartily fcourged, and fuf- 
pended between two trees in the fnare, as a fpec- 
tacle to all paflengers that fhould chance to travek 
that way. 

The plan being thus digefted, and the com- 
modore made acquainted with the whole affair, 
the fpy was fent upon duty, and every body 
within doors prepared to go forth upon the firft 
notice. One whole evening did they fpend in the 
moft impatient expectation, but on the fecond 
their fcout crept into the garifon, and affured 
them that he had perceived three men fkulk- 
ing behind the hedge, on the road that led to 
the publick houfe from which Peregrine and the 
lieutenant ufed every night to return about. that 
hour. Upon this intelligence the confederates. 
fet out immediately with all their implements, 
and approaching the fcene with as little noife as 
poffible, they heard the found of blows ; and 
though the night was dark, perceived a fort of 
tumultuous conflict on the very fpot which the 
confpirators had poflefled. Surprifed at this oc- 
eurrence, the meaning of which he could not 
' comprehend, Peregrine riety his myrmidons 
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to halt and reconnoitre ; and immediately his ears 
were faluted with an exclamation of ‘* You 
flhan’t {cape me, rafcal.”? The voice being quite 
familiar to him, he all at once divined the caufe 
of that confufion which they had obferved ; and 
running up to the affiftance of the exclaimer, 
found a fellow on his knees begging his life of 
Mr. Gauntlet, who ftood over him with a naked 
hanger in his hand. 

Pickle inftantly made himfelf known to his 
friend, who told him, that having left his horfe 
at Tunley’s, he was in his way to the garifon fet 
upon by three ruffans, one of whom, being the 
very individual perfon now in his power, had 
come behind him, and ftruck with a bludgeon at 
his head, which however he miffed, and the in- 
ftrument defcended on his left fhoulder; that up- 
on drawing his hanger, and laying abut him in 
the dark, the other two fled, Jeaving their com- 
panion, whom he had difabled, in the lurch. 

Peregrine congratulated him upon his fafety, 
and having ordered Pipes to fecure the prifoner, 
conduéted Mr. Gauntlet to the garifon, where he 
- met with avery hearty reception from the com- 
modore, to whom he was introduced as his ne- 
phew’s intimate friend ; not but that, in all like- 
lihood, he would have abated fomewhat of his 
-hofpitality, bad he known that he was the bro- 
ther of Perry’s miftrefs; but her name the old 
gentleman had never thought of afking, when 
he inquired into the particulars of his godfon’s 
amour. | 

The captive being examined, in prefence of 
Trunnion and all his adherents, touching the am- 
bufcade, owned, that being in the fervice of 
Gam Pickle, he had been prevailed upon by the 

fol. 


a me at 


ee ee 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 263 


follicitations of his mafter and the curate, to ac- 
company them in their expedition, and under- 
take the part which he had aéted againft the 
ftranger, whom he and his employers miftook 
for Peregrine. In confideration of this frank ac- 
knowledgment, and a fevere wound he had re- 
ceived in his right arm, they refolved to infli@ 
no other punifhment on this malefa&tor, than to 
detain him all night in the garifon, and next 
morning carry him before a juftice of the peace, 
_ to whom he repeated all that he had faid over- 
night, and with his own hand fubfcribed his con- 
feffion, ‘copies of which were handed about the 
neighbourhood, to the unfpeakable confufion and 
difgrace of the curate and his promifing pupil. 

Mean while, Trunnion treated the young fol- 
dier with uncommon marks of refpeét, being pre- 
poffeffed in his favour by this adventure, which 
he had fo gallantly atchieved, as well as by the 
encomiums that Peregrine beftowed upon his va- 
lour and generofity. He liked his countenance, 
which was bold and hardy, admired his Hercu- 
lean limbs, and delighted in afking queftions con- 
cerning the fervice he had feen. 

The day after his arrival, while the converfa- 
tion turned on this laft fubject, the commodore, 
taking the pipe out of his mouth, ** I'll tell you 
what, brother, (faid he) five and forty years ago, 
when | was third lieutenant of the Warwick 
man of war, there was a very ftout young fel- 
low on board, a fubaltern officer of marines 3 
his name was not unhke your own, d’ye fee, 
being Guntlet, with aG. I remember he and 
I could not abide one another at firft, becaufe, 
d’ye fee, I was a failor and he a land-man, till 
we fell in with aFrenchman, whom we engaged 
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for eight glaffes, and at length boarded and 
took. I was the firft man that ftood on the 
enemy’s deck, and fhould have come fcurvily 
off, d’ye fee, if Guntlet had not jumped to my 
afiftance ; but we foon cleared fhip, and drove 
them to clofe quarters, fothat they were obliged 
to ftrike ; and from that day Guntlet and I were 
fworn brothers as long as he remained on board. 
He was exchanged into a marching regiment, 
and what became of him afterwards, Lord in 
heaven knows ; but this [ll fay of him, whether 
he be dead or alive, he feared no man that ever 
wore a head, and was, moreover, a very hearty 
mefimate.” 

The ftranger’s breaft glowed at this eulogium, 
which was no fooner pronounced, than he ea- 
gerly afked, if the French thip was not the Di- 
ligence? The commodore replied with a ftare, 
‘* The very fame, my lad.’ <‘* Then (faid 
Gauntlet} the perfon of whom you are pleafed 
to make fuch honourable mention was my own 
father.” ‘** The devil he was! (cried Trun- 
nion, fhakinz him by the hand) I am rejoiced 
to fee a fon of Ned Gauntlet in my houfe.” 

_ This difcovery introduced a thoufand queftions, 
in the courfe of which, the old gentleman learnt 
the fituation of his frien:’s family, and difcharged 
innumerable execcrations upon the ingratitude and 
injuftice of the miniftry, which had failed to pro- 
vide for the fon of fucha brave foldier. Nor 
was hs friendfhip confined to fuch ineffectual ex- 
_ preffions ; he that fame evening fignified to Pe- 

regrine a defire of doing fomething for his friend ; 
and this inclination was fo much praifed, en- 
couraged and promoted by his godfon, and even 
fupported by his coynfellor Hutchway, that our 
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hero was empowered to prefent him with a fum 
of money fufficient to purchafe a commiffion. 
Though nothing could be more agreeable to 
Pickle than this permiffion, he was afraid that 
Godfrey’s fcrupulous difpofition would hinder 
him from fubjecting himfelf to any fuch obliga- 
tion ; and therefore propofed that he fhould be 
decoyed into his own intereft by a feigned ftory, 
in confequence of which he would be prevailed 
upon to accept of the money, asa debt which 
the commodore had contraéted of his father at 
fea. Trunnion made wry faces at this expedient, 
“the neceffity of which he could not conceive, 
without calling in queftion the common fenfe of 
Gauntlet, as he took it for granted, that fuch 
offers as thofe were not to be rejected on any 
‘confideration whatever. . Befides, he could not 
digeft an artifice, by which he himfelf muft own 
-that he had lived fo many years, without mani- 
-fefting the leaft intention of doing juftice to his 
creditor. All thefe objections, however, were 
removed by the zeal and rhetoric of Peregrine, 
who reprefented that it would be impoffible to 
befriend him on any other terms ; that his filence 
hitherto would be imputed to his want of infor- 
mation touching the circumftances and condition 
of his friend; and that his remembring and in- 
fitting upon difcharging the obligation, after fuch 
an interval of time, when the whole affair was 
in oblivion, would be the greateft compliment 
he could pay to his own honour and integrity. 
Thus perfuaded, he took an opportunity of 
Gauntlet’s being alone with him to broach the 
affair, telling the young man, that his father had 
advanced a fum of money for him, when they 
failed together, on account of the mefs,: as well 
as 
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as to ftop the mouth of a clamorous creditor a¢ 
Portfmouth ; and that the faid fum, with in- 
tereft, amounted to about four hundred pounds, 
which he would now, with great thankfulnefs, 
repay. 

Godfrey was amazed at this declaration, and 
after a confiderable paufe replied, that he had 
never heard his parents mention any fuch debt ; 
that no memorandum or voucher of it was found 
among his father’s papers ; and that, in all proba~ 
bility, it muft have been difcharged long ago, al- 
though the commodore, in fuch a long courfe of 
time and hurry of occupation, might have forgot 
the repayment: he therefore defired to be excufed 
from accepting what in his own confcience he be- 
lieved was not his due; and complimented the 
old gentleman upon his being fo fcrupuloufly juft 
and honourable. 

The foldier’s refufal, which was matter of 
aftonifhment to Trunnion, increafed his inclina- 
tion to affift him ; and, on pretence of acquitting 
his own character, he urged his beneficence with 
fuch obftinacy, that Gauntlet, afraid of difobliging 
him, was in a manner compelled to receive a 
draught for the money, for which he fubfcribed 
an ample difcharge, and immediately tran{mitted. 
the order to his mother, whom at the fame time 
he informed of the circumftances by which they 
had fo inexpectedly gained this acceffion of for- 
tune. 

Such a piece of news could not fail of bein 
agreeable to Mrs, Gauntlet, who by the firft oof 
wrote a polite letter of acknowledgment to the 
commodore, another to her own fon, importing, 
that fhe had alreadv fent the draught to a friend 
in London, with direGtions to depofit it in the 
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hands of a certain banker, for the purchafe of 
the firft enfigncy to be fold; and fhe took the 
liberty of fending a third to Peregrine, couched 
in very affectionate terms, with a kind poftfcript, 
figned by Mifs Sophy and his charming Emily. 

This affair being tranfa€ted to the fatisfaction 
of all concerned, preparations were fet on foot 
for the departure of our hero, on whom his uncle 
fettled an annuity of eight hundred pounds, being 
little lefs than one half of his whole income. 
By this time indeed the old gentleman could 
eafily afford to alienate fuch a part of his fortune, 
becaufe he entertained little or no company, kept 
few fervants, was remarkably plain and frugal in 
his houfe-keeping ; and Mrs. Trunnion being 
now fome years on the wrong fide of fifty, her 
infirmities began to increafe ; and tho’ her pride 
had fuffered no diminution, her vanity was alto- 
gether fubdued by her avarice. 

A Swifs valet de chambre, who had already 
made the tour of Europe, was hired for the care 
of Peregrine’s own perfon; and Pipes being ig- 
norant of the French language, as well as other- 
wife unfit for the office of a fafhionable attendant, 
it was refolved that he fhould remain in garifon ; 
and his place was immediately fupplied by a Pari- 
fian lacquey engaged at London for that purpofe. 
Pipes did not feem to relifh this difpofition of 
things; and though he made no verbal obje€tions 
to it, looked remarkably four at his fucceffor upon 
his firft arrival; but this fullen fit feemed gra- 
dually to wear off ; and long before his mafter’s 
departure, he had recovered his natural tranquil- 
lity and unconcern. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


The two young gentlemen difplay their talents for 
gallantry, in the courfe of which they are in- 
volved in a ludicrous circumftance of diftrefs, and 
afterwards take vengeance on the author of their 


mifhap. 


E AN while our. hero and his new friend, 
together with honeft Jack Hatchway, 

made daily excurfions into the country, vifited 
the gentlemen -in the neighbourhood, and fre- 
quently accompanied them to the chace; all three 
being exceedingly carefled on account of their 
talents, which could accommodate themfelves 
with great facility to the tempers and turns of 
their entertainers. The lieutenant was a droll in 
his way, Peregrine poffeffed a great fund of 
fprightlinefs and good humour, and Godfrey, a- 
mong his other qualifications already. recited, 
fung a moft excellent fong; fo that the company 
_of this triumvirate was courted in all parties, whe- 
ther male or female; and if the hearts of our 
young gentlemen had not been pre-engaged, they 
would have met with opportunities in abundance 
of difplaying their addrefs in the art of love; not 
but that they gave a loofe to their gallantry with- 
out much interefting their affeCtions, and amufed 
themfelves with little intrigues, which, in the 
Opinion of a man of pleafure, do not affect his 
fidelity to the acknowledged fovereign of his foul. 
Had they ufed thofe. advantages which their 
{kill and accomplifhments gave them over the 
warm unpractifed minds of the young ladies to 
whom they had accefs, almoft every family in the 
an: county, 
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county, might have had caufe to rue their ac- 
quaintance ; but our adventurers, wild and jicen- 
tious as they were, governed their actions by cer- 
tain notions of honour, which they never pre+ 
fumed to infringe, and therefore, no Bootie 
tragedies took rife from their behaviour. 

Among the lower clafs of people, they did not 
act with the fame virtuous moderation, but laid 
clofe fiege to every buxom country damfel that 
fell in their way; imagining that their dalliance 
with fuch Dulcineas could produce no fatal ef- 


~ fects ; and that it would be in their power to at- 


tone for any damage thefe inamorata’s might 
fuftain. 

In the profecution of thefe amours, Gauntlet 
could not help difcovering a particular biafs to- 
wards married women, and when queftioned by 
his friend, defended his fingularity of tafte, by 
obferving that fuch connections, if difcreetly ma- 
naged, are attended by none of thofe bad confe- 


-quences which commonly purfue an amorous cor- 


refpondence with fingle perfons; becaufe the 
wedded dame’s fortune is already made, and her 
hufband ftands as a buttrefs before her reputation. 
Though Peregrine could not approve of this 
maxim which the foldier had adopted in the courfe 
of a military education, he could not avoid en- 
gaging as a fecond and confidant to his friend, in 
an intrigue which he carried on with a farmer’s 
wife in the neighbourhood. Godirev had prac- 
tifed all his arts in attempting to overcome the 
chaftity of this woman, who was an hale rofy 
wench, lately married ; and at length fucceeded - 
fo far in his addrefles, that fhe promifed tu admit 
him one nizht when her hufband would be abfent 
on 
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on bufinefs, which called him once a fortnight 
to the next market town. 

He communicated his good fortune to Perry, 
defiring that he would accompany him to the 
place, in cafe of accident; and our young gentle- 
man having undertaken the office of ftanding 
centinel over his friend, while he fhould enjoy 
his conqueft, they fet out at the time appointed, 
and arriving at the door, the- gallant made the. 
fignal which had been agreed upon, and was let 
in accordingly, after having aflured his confidant 
that he would be with him again in two hours at 
fartheft. 

Thus left to his own meditations, our hero be- 
gan his patrole, beguiling the time with the moft 
amuling fancies of a glowing imagination, and 
enjoying by anticipation all the pleafures attend- 
ing affluence and youth, till at length his reverie 
was interrupted by a plump fhower that compelled 
him to feek for fhelter in a fort of fhed, the door 
of which ftood open to his view. Thither there- 
fore he betook himfelf, and groping about as he 
entered in the dark, chanced to lay hold on a 
bufhy beard, to his infinite furprize and confterna- 
tion. Before he had time to form any conjecture 
concerning this ftrange obje& of his touch, he 
received a fudden fhock upon his forehead that 
felled him to the ground in an inftant, and as he 
lay, underwent the trampling of a huge body that 
rufhed over him into the field. In this attitude he 
remained extended for the fpace of feveral mi- 
nutes, before he recovered the ufe of fenfation 
which he had loft, and then he perceived the 
blood trickling down from his temples in a double 
ftream. The caufe of this misfortune was ftill a 
myftery to him, and he made fhift to rife, curf- 
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ing his fate for having fuftained {uch vifible marks 
of difgrace in the exercife of fuch a ridiculous of- 
fice ; when ftrolling about with his handkerchief 
applied to his hurts, he diicerned on the farther 
fide of a tree a pair of large eyes glancing like 
two coals of fire. He immediately unfheathed his 
hanger, in the belief that now he had found the 
author of his mifchance; and {pringing forward 
on his adverfary, aimed a furious ftroke that en- 
tered the body of the tree, in which his weapon 
ftuck fo faft, that he could not difengage it with-' 
out fome difficulty ; while the object of his wrath 
made a precipitate retreat, and by an exclama- 
tion, gave him to know that his affailant was no 
other than an he-goat. 

Mad as he was with indignation and fhame, he 
could not help laughing at the ludicrous adven- 
ture, and had juft fet his invention at work to 
find fome plaufible excufe which he might make 
to the world, for the patches he knew he muft 
wear on his face, when a window of the firft 
ftory flying open, he faw fomething white de-. 
{cend with aftonifhing velocity, and running to. 
the fpot, found his friend Godfrey naked to the 
fhirt. Confounded at his condition, he began to 
inquire into the reafon of his precipitation, but 
received no anfwer until he had followed the fu- 
gitive to a place where they could not be over-. 
heard. There he underftood that the foldier had 
been decoyed into the f{nare by the connivance of 
the hufband, by whofe direction he had (without. 
all doubt) been admitted not only into the houfe, 
but even into his wife’s own bed, where the jilt 
had left him undreffed, on pretence of faftening 
the doors, but in reality with a view of giving the 
hint to the farmer, who armed with a “mage 
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and fupported by his man, entered the room be- 
fore he was aware, fecured his {word and cloaths, 
and obliged him to take refuge in a clofet, from 
the window of which he had thrown himfelf, in 
order to avoid the refentment of the boor, and 
the difgrace as well as expence of being taken in 
that fituation. 

Peregrine was tempted to laugh at the ridicu- 
lous iflue of this adventure, but. reftrained him- 
felf in confideration of his friend’s temper and 
condition, neither of which were at that time 
proper objects of mirth ; and ftripping off his own 
coat, accommodated Godfrey’s naked fhoulders ; 
then after mature deliberation, they determined 
to leave the fpoil in the hands of the enemy, be- 
caufe they forefaw it would be altogether imprac- 
ticable to retrieve it, as well as hazardous both 
to their perfons and reputation, to make any at- 
tempt towards the recovery of what was loft ; 
the two friends, therefore, made their retreat in 
this trim to the garifon, and the farmer remained 
in poffeffion of all the foldier’s cloaths, fword and 
ready money, to the amount of ten pounds. But 
here the difafter did not end, the malicious pea- 
fant propagated the whole ftory in the neighbour- 
hood, and an advertifement was pafted on the 
church door, for the perufal of the whole parifh, 
giving a defcription of the goods, fignifying the 
place where they were found, and offering to 
reftore them to any perfon who fhould prove 
himfelf the right owner. This was a mortifying 
joke to Gauntlet, who was afhamed to fhew 
himfelf for a whole week; nor was Peregrine 
exempted from a fhare of the.difgrace, to which 
he was expofed by the marks on his forehead, 
that confined him alfo to the houfe, and fubjeéted 
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him to the ridicule of the commodore, who hav- 
ing heard the ftory, rallied the two adventurers, 
obferving that it was well Gauntlet’s maft had 
not gone along with his rigging ; and afking if 
the cuckold’s horns had run toul of Peregrine’s 
bows. Mrs. Trunnion, who chanced to be pre- 
fent, very demurely checked her hufband for his 
profane {coffing, and in a fevere lecture, rebuked 
the young men for their profligate courfes, which, 
if they were not relinquifhed in time, would 
bring their bodies into trouble in this life, and 
their fouls into perdition in that which is to come. 
While thefe fellow-fufferers were obliged to keep 
within doors, they held frequent confultations 
with the lieutenant, concerning fome means of 
revenge, which the foldier wa$ bent upon taking ; 
becaufe he could not forgive the double dealing of 
his miftrefs, who, he thought, might have de- 
clined his folicitations, without inveigling him 
into fuch a difgraceful fituation. After much.de- 
liberation, they refolved to wait patiently, and 
watch for the hufband’s abfence, when by a ftra- 
tagem they had concerted, they would endea- 
vour to obtain admittance, and punifh the wife’s 
perfidy, by fixing her asa monument, with her 
pofteriors thruft out at a window, for the con- 
templation of her fpoufe when he fhould return 
in the morning. 

The plan being laid, Peregrine found means 
to make himfelf acquainted with the farmer’s 
voice and manner of f{peaking, which he over- 
heard one night at Tunley’s; and likewife to 
procure information of the day upon which he 
always went to a certain market, in order to dif- 
pofe of his wheat, at fuch a diftance, that he 
feldom failed of being abroad all night. Accord- 
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ing to this intelligence, the confederates attended 
by Pipes, fet out one evening about nine o’clock 
for the houfe of the delinquent, where the lieu- 
tenant and Tom being placed at different ave- 
nues to prevent interruption, the two young gen- 
tlemen approached the door which. was locked, 
and Peregrine in the ruftic tone of the farmer de- 
manded entrance ; the wife never doubting that 
her hufband was returned, in confequence of 
having met with. a fpeedier fale than ufual, fent 
her maid to let him in, and the door was no 
fooner opened, than our adventurers ruthed into 
the houfe. The miftrefs was ftruck dumb with 
confternation, miftaking them for robbers, be- 
caufe they wore vizors, and were otherwife dif- 
guifed ; while the fervant wench, terrified with 
the fame apprehenfion, fell upon her knees, and 
begged they would fpare her life and take all the 
had. Gauntlet taking the wife by the hand, led 
her trembling into that very chamber which had 
been the fcene of his misfortune, where pulling 
off his mafk, he upbraided her with the treachery 
fhe had practifed upon him, and intimated the 
intention of his prefent vifit. “The lady afked 
pardon for what ihe had done with fuch fubmif- 
fion, and deprecated his wrath fo pathetically, 
that his heart relented, and he propofed terms of 
accommodation, which with fome feeming re- 
luétance fhe embraced, and he forthwith enjoyed 
a more agreeable revenge than that which he in 
his ire had projected. 

Mean while Peregrine gueffing the good for-. 
tune of his friend, and allured by the attraCtions 
of the maid, who was a cleanly florid girl, em- 
ployed his addrefs to fuch effetual purpofe, that 
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fhe yielded to his efforts ; and he was as happy as 
fuch a conqueft could make him. 

The foldier and his companion having thus ob- 
tained all the fatisfaction they required, and fet- 
tled a correfpondence which they did not after- 
wards neglect, retired in peace, applauding them- 
felves on their fuccefs, and found their two cen- 
tinels on their pofts, whom they amufed with a 
feigned ftory of having been fo much moved by 
the tears and fupplications of the criminal, that 
they defifted from their fcheme of expofing her, 
and only infli€ted the punifhment of flagellation, 
which, they faid, fhe had undergone. 

Pipes was not well pleafed when he found him- 
felf difappointed in the expectation of feeing her 
in the attitude to which fhe had been in council 
decreed; and Hatchway, though he pretended to 
acquiefce in their account, faw through the pre- 
tence, and afcribed their long ftay to the true 
motive. 


CHAP. XXXV. 

Peregrine has an interview with bis fifter Julia, 
Is interrupted and attacked by bts mother, and 
relieved by his friend Gauntlet. Julia is fertled 
in the garifon, and Trunnion affronted by his 
old friend Gamaliel Pickle. 


W O days after this atchievement was fo 
I happily accomplifhed, our hero received 
an intimation from his fifter, that fhe fhould be 
overjoyed to meet him next day, at five o’clock 
in the afternoon, at the houfe of her nurfe, who 
lived in a cottage hard by her father’s habitation, 
fhe being debarred from all opportunity of feeing 
him in any other place by the feverity of her mo- 
ther, who fufpeed her inclination. 
Vou. I, N he 
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He accordingly obeyed the fummons, and wert 
at the time appointed to the place of rendezvous, 
avhere he met this affectionate young lady, who 
when he entered the room, ran towards him with 
all the eagernefs of tranfport; flung her arms 
about his neck, and fhed a flood of tears in his 
bofom before fhe could utter one word, except a 
repetition .of my dear, dear brother! He em- 
braced her with all the piety of fraternal tender- 
nefs, wept over her in his turn, aflured her that 
this was one of the happieft moments of his life, 
and kindly thanked her for having relifted the 
example, and difobeyed the injunctions of his 
snother’s unnatural averfion. 

He was ravifhed to find by her converfation, 
that fhe poffeffed a great fhare of fenfibility and 
prudent reflexion; for fhe lamented the infatua- 
tion of her parents with the moft filial regret, and 
exprefled fuch abhorrence and concern at the vil- 
Jainous difpofition of her younger brother, as a 
humane fifter may be fuppofed to have enter- 
gained. He made her acquainted with all the cir- 
gumftances of his own fortune, and as he fup- 
pofed fhe fpent her time very difagreeably at 
home, among characters which mu(t be fhock- 
ingly interefting, profeffed a defire of moving her 
into fome other {phere, where fhe could live with 
more tranquillity and fatisfaétion. 

She objected to this propofal as an expedient 
that would infallibly fubject her to the implacable 
refentment of her mother, whofe favour and af- 
fection fhe at prefent enjoyed but in a very in- 
confiderable degree ; and they had canvafled di- 
wers {chemes of correfponding for the future when 
the voice of Mrs. Pickle was heard at the door. 
: ae July (that was the young lady’s name) 
mucing herself betrayed, was feized with a vio- 
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lent agitation of fear, and Peregrine fcarce had 
time to encourage her with a promife of protec- 
tion, before the door of the apartment being flung 
open, this irreconcileable parent rufhed in, and 
with a furious afpect flew dire€tly at her trem- 
bling daughter, when the fon interpofing, re- 

ceived the firft difcharge of her fury. 3 
Her eyes gleamed with all the rage of indigna- 
tion, which choaked up her utterance, and feemed 
toconvulfe her whole frame ; fhe twifted her left 
hand in his hair, and with the other buffeted him 
about the face, till the blood gufhed from his no- 
ftrils and mouth; while he defended his fifter 
from the cruelty of Gam, who affaulted her 
from another quarter, feeing his brother en- 
gaged. This attack lafted feverai minutes with 
great violence, till at length Peregrine finding 
himfelf in danger of being overpowered, if he 
fhould remain any longer.on the defenfive, laid 
his brother on his back; and before he could get 
up again, difentangled his mother’s hand from his 
own hair, and having pufhed her gently out of 
the room, bolted the door on the infide; then 
turning to Gam, threw him out at the window, 
among a parcel of hogs that fed under it. By 
this time, Julia was almoft quite diftrated with 
terror; fhe knew fhe had offended beyond all 
hope of forgivenefs, and from that moment con- 
fidered herfelf as an exile from her father’s houfe ; 
in vain did her brother ftrive to confole her with 
frefh proteftations of love and protection, fhe 
counted herfelf extremely miferable in being 
obliged to endure the eternal refentment of a pa- 
rent with whom fhe had hitherto lived, and 
dreaded the cenfure of the world, which from 
her mother’s mifreprefentation fhe was fenfible 
would condemn her unheard, That fhe might not 
2 however 
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however negle& any means in her power of a- 
verting this ftorm, fhe refolved to appeafe, if pof- 
fible, her mother’s wrath with humiliation, and. 
even appeal to the influence of her father, weak 
as it was, before fhe would defpair of being for- 
given. But the good lady fpared.her this unne-. 
ceflary application, by telling her through the 
key-hole, that fhe muft never expe to come 
within her father’s door again ; for from that hour 
fhe renounced her as unworthy. of her affection 
and regard. Julia weeping bitterly, endeavoured 
to foften the rigour of this fentence, by the moft: 
fubmiffive and reafonable remonftrances ; but as in 
her vindication fhe of neceffity efpoufed her elder 
brother’s caufe, her endeavours inftead of foothing, 
 ferved only to exafperate her mother to an higher 
pitch of indignation, which difcharged itfelf in in- 
vectives againft Peregrine, whom fhe reviled with 

the epithets of a worthlefs abandoned reprobate. 
The youth hearing thefe unjuft afperfions, 
trembled with refentment through every limb, 
affuring the upbraider that he confidered her as an 
objet of compaffion ; ‘* for without all doubt, 
faid he, your diabolic rancour mutt be feverely 
punifhed by the thorns of your own confcience, 
which this very inftant taxes you with the malice 
and falfehood of your reproaches. As for my 
fitter, I blefs God that you have not been able to 
infect her with your unnatural prejudice, which 
becaufe fhe is too juft, too virtuous, too humane 
to imbibe, you reject her as an alien to your 
blood, and turn her out unprovided into a bar- 
barous world. But even there your vitious pur- 
pofe fhall be defeated ; that fame providence. that 
{creened me from the cruelty of your hate fhall ex- 
tend its protection to her, until I thall find it cone 
venient to affert by law that right of maintenance 
“s which 
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which nature, it feems, hath beftowed upon us in 
vain. Inthemeantime, you will enjoy the fatif- 
faction of paying an undivided attention to that dar- 
ling fon, whofe amiable qualities have fo long en- 
gaged and engroffed your love and efteem.” 

This freedom of expoftulation exalted his 
mother’s ire to meer frenzy ; fhe curfed him with 
the bittereft imprecations, and raved like a Bed- 
lamite at the door, which fhe attempted to burft 
open. Her efforts were feconded by her favourite 
fon, who denounced vengeance againft Peregrine, 
made furious aflaults againft the lock, which re- 
fitted all their applications, until our hero efpying 
his friend Gauntlet and Pipes ftepping over a 
ftyle that ftood about a furlong from the window, 
called them to his affiftance; and giving them to 
underftand how he was befieged, defired they 
would keep off his mother, that he might the 
more eafily fecure his fifter Julia’s retreat. The 
young foldier entered accordingly, and pofting 
himfelf between Mrs. Pickle and the door, gave 
the fignal to his friend, who lifting up his fifter 
in his arms, carried her fafe without the clutches 
of this fhe-dragon, while Pipes with his cudgel 
kept young mafter at bay. 

The mother being thus deprived of her preys 
fprung upon Gauntlet like a lionefs robbed of her 
‘whelps, and he muft have fuffered forely in the 
fiefh, had he not prevented her mifchievous in- 
tent by feizing both her wrifts, and fo keeping 
her at due diftance. In attempting to-difengage 
herfelf from his gra‘p, fhe ftruggled with fuch 
exertion, and fuffered fuch agony of paffion at 
the fame time, that fhe actually fell into a fevere 
fit, during which fhe was put to bed, and the 
confederates retired without further moleftation. 
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In the mean time, Peregrine was not a litthe 
perplexed about the difpofal of his filer whom he 
had refcued. He could not endure the thoughts. 
of faddling the commodore with a new expence 3 
and he was afraid of undertaking the charge of 
Julia, without his benefaétor’s advice and direc- 
tion: for the prefent, however, he carried her 
to the houfe of a gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood, whofe lady was her godmother, where fhe 
was received with great tenderne{s and condo- 
lance; and he propofed to inquire for fome credi- 
table houfe, where fhe might be genteelly boarded 
in his abfence, refolving to maintain her from the 
favings of his own allowance, which he thought 
might very well bear fuch dedudtion. But this 
intention was fruftrated by the publication of the 
whole affair, which was divulged next day, and 
foon reached. the ears of Trunnion, who chid 
his godfon for having concealed the adventure ; 
and, with the approbation of his wife, ordered 
him to bring Julia forthwith to the garifon. The 
young gentleman, with tears of gratitude in his 
eyes, explained his defign of maintaining her at 
his own expence, and earneftly begged that he 
might not be deprived of that fatisfaction. But 
his uncle was deaf to all his intreaties, and in- 
fifted upon her living in the garifon, though for 
no other reafon than that of being company to 
her aunt, who, he obferved, was loft for want 
of converfation. / 

Julia was accordingly brought home, and fet- 
Jed under the tuition of Mrs. Trunnion, who, 
whatever face fhe might put on the matter, could 
have difpenfed with the fociety of her niece ; 
though fhe was not without’ hope of gratifying 
her pique at Mrs. Pickle, by the intelligence fhe 
would receive from the daughter, of that lady’s 
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eeconomy and domeftic behaviour. “The mother 
herfelf feemed confcious of this advantage which 
her fifter-in-law had now gained over her, being 
as much chagrined at the news of Julia’s recep~ 
tion at the garifon, as if fhe had heard of her 
own hufband’s death. She even tortured her in- 
vention to propagate calumnies againft the repu- 
tation of her own daughter, whom fhe flandered: 
in all companies ; fhe exclaimed againft the com- 
modore as an old ruffian who fpirited up a rebel- 
lion among her children, and imputed the hofpi= 
tality of his wife, in countenancing them, to no~ 
thing elfe but her inveterate enmity to their mo~ 
ther, whom they had difobliged. She now in- 
filted, in the moft peremptory terms, upon her’ 
hufband’s renouncing all commerce with the old’ 
lad of the caftle and his adherents; and Mr. Ga- 
maliel having by this time contra¢ted other friend- 
fhips, readily fubmitted to her will, and even re- 
fufed to communicate with the commodore one’ 
night, when they happened to meet. by accident’ 
at the public houfe. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


The commodore fends a challenge to Gamaliel, and 
is impofed upon by a waggifh invention of the 
lieutenant, Peregrine and Gauntlet. 


SHIS affront Trunnion could by no means: 
 digeft : he advifed with the lieutenant upon 
the fubjeét; and the refult of their confultation was 
a defiance which the old commander fent to Pickle,, 
demanding that he would meet him at fucha place 
on horfeback with a brace of piftols, and give fa- 
tisfaction for the flight he had put upon him. 
Nothing could have afforded more pleafure to- 


Jack, than the acceptance of this challenge, 
N 4 which: 
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which he delivered verbally to Mr. Gamaliel, 
who was called out from the club at Tunley’s 
for that purpofe. The nature of this meflage 
had an inftantaneous effeét upon the conftitution 
of the pacific Pickle, whofe bowels yearned with 
apprehenfion, and underwent fuch violent agitation 
on the fpot, that one would have thought the ope- 
ration proceeded from fome fevere joke of the apo- 
thecary which he had fwallowed in his beer. 
~ he meflenger defpairing of a fatisfactory an- 
fwer, left him in this woeful condition ; and 
being loath to lofe any opportunity of raifing the 
laugh againft the commodore, went immediately 
and communicated the whole affair to the young 
gentlemen, intreating them, for the love of God, 
to concert fome means of bringing old Hannibal 
into the field. The two friends relifhed the pro- 
pofal, and after fome deliberation, it was refolved 
that Hatchway fhould tell Trunnion his invitation 
was accepted by Gamaliel, who would meet him 
at the place appointed, with his fecond, to-more 
row in the twilizht, becaufe if either fhould fall, 
the other would have the better chance for efcaping 
in the dark; that Godfrey fhould perfonate old 
Pickle’s friend, and Peregrine reprefent his own 
father, while the lieutenant fhould take care in 
loading the piftols to keep out the fhot, fo as 
that no damage might be done in the rencounter. 
Thefe circumftances being adjufted, the lieu- 
tenant returned to his principal with a moft thun- 
dering reply from his antagonift, whofe coura- 
geous behaviour, though it could not intimidate, 
did not fail to aftonifh the commodore, who af- 
cribed it to the fpirit of his wife, which had in- 
fpired him. ‘TTrunnion that inftant defired his 
counfellor to prepare his cartridge-box, and order 
the quieteft horfe in the ftable to be kept ready 
faddled 
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faddled for the occafion ; his eye feemed to lighten 
with alacrity and pleafure at the profpect of {mell- 
ing gun-powder once more before his death ; and 
when Jack advifed him to make his will, in cafe 
of accident, he rejected his counfel with difdain, 
faying, ** What! doft think that Hawfer Trun- 
nion, who has ftood the fire of fo many floating 
batteries, runs any rifk from the loufy pops of a 
land-man? ‘Thou fhalt fee, thou fhalt fee how 

J will make him lower his top-fails.” Next day 
Peregrine and the foldier provided themfelves with 
horfes at the public houfe, from whence, at the 
deftined hour, they rode to the field of battle,. 
each of them being muffled in a great coat,which, 
with the dimnefs of the light, effectually thielded. 
them from the knowledge of the one-eyed com- 
mander, who having taken horfe, on pretence of 
enjoying the frefh air, fcon appeared with Hatch- 
way in his rear. When they came within fight 
of each other, the feconds advanced, in order to: 
divide the ground, and regulate the meafures of 
the combat; when it was determined by mutual 
confent, that two piftols fhould be difcharged on 
each fide, and that if neither fhould prove deci- 
five, recourfe muft be had to the broad-f{words,, 
in order to afcertain the victory. ‘Thefe articles. 
being fettled, the opponents rode forward to their 
refpective ftations, whem Peregrine cocking his 
piftol, and prefenting, counterfeited his father’s. 
voice, and bad Trunnion take care of his re- 
maining eye. “The commodore took his advice, 
being unwilling to hazard his day-light, and very 
deliberately oppofed the patched fide of his face 
to the muzzle of his antagonift’s piece, defiring 
him to do his duty without further jaw. ‘The 
young man accordingly fired, and the diftance be- 


ing fmall, the wad of his piftol took place with a 
WN e {mart 
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{mart ftroke on the forehead of Trunnion, who 
miftaking it for the ball, which he thought was 
lodged in his brain, fpurred up his fteed in a ftate 
of defperation towards his antagonift, and holding 
his piece within two yards of his body, let it off, 
without any regard to the laws of battle. Sur- 
prifed and enraged to fee it had made no impref- 
fion, he hollowed in a terrible tone, ** O! damn 
ye, you have got your netting ftuffed, I fee;” 
and advancing, difcharged his fecond piftol fo near 
his godfon’s head, that had he not been defended 
by his great coat, the powder muft have fcorched 
his face. Having thus thrown away his fire, he 
remained at the mercy of Peregrine, who clap- 
ping the piece he had in referve to his head, 
commanded him to beg his life, and afk pardon 
for his prefumption. “Che commodore made no 
reply to this imperious injunction, but dropping 
his piftol, and unfheathing his broad-fword with 
a jirk, attacked our hero with fuch incredible agi- 
lity, that if he had not made fhift to ward off the 
ftroke with his piece, the adventure, in all like- 
lihood, would have turned out a very tragical 
joke. Peregrine finding it would be in vain for 
him to think of drawing his weapon, and ftand- 
ing on the defenfive againft this furious aggreffor, 
very fairly clapt fpurs to his nag, and fought his 
fafety in flight. “Trunnion purfued him with in- 
finite eagernefs, and his fteed being the better of 
the two, would have overtaken the fugitive to 
his peril, had he not been unfortunately encoun- 
tered by the boughs of a tree that happened te 
fiand on his blind fide, and incommoded him fo 
much, that he was fain to quit his fword, and 
Jay hold. on the mane, in order to maintain his - 
feat. Perry perceiving his difafter, wheeled about, 
and now finding leifure. to produce his weapon, 
re< 
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returned upon his difarmed foe, and brandifhing.. 
his Ferrara, threatened to make him fhorter by 

the head, if he would not immediately crave’ 
quarter, and yield. There was nothing farther 

from the intention of the old gentleman than fuch 

fubmiffion, which he flatly refufed to pay, alledging. 
that he had already compelled his enemy to clap 
on all his fails, and that his own prefent misfor- 

tune was owing to accident, all one as if a fhip 
fhould be attacked, after fhe had been obliged to’ 
heave her guns over-board in a ftorm. 

Before Peregrine had time to anfwer this re-- 
monftrance, the lieutenant interpofed, and taking. 
cognizance of the cafe, eftablifhed a truce, until 
he and the other fecond fhould difcufs and decide 
upon the merits of the caufe. “They accordingly — 
retired to a {mall diftance, and after having con- 
ferred a few minutes, Hatchway returned, and 
pronounced the commodore vanquifhed by the 
chance of war. . 

Never was rage more tranfporting than that 
which took poffeffion of old Hannibal, when he’ 
heard the fentence ; it was fome time before he 
could utter aught, except the reproachful expref-: - 
fion, You lie! which he repeated more than twenty 
tunes, ina fort of delirious infenfibility ; and when 
he recovered the further ufe of fpeech, abufed the -, 
arbitrators with fuch bitter invectives, renouncing . 
their fentence, and appealing to another trial, that 
the confederates began to repent of having carricd 
the joke fo far; and Peregrine, in order to appcafe - 
his choler, owned himfelf overcome. | 

This acknowledgement calmed the tumult o 
his wrath, though he could not for fome days: 
forgive the lieutenant ; and the two young gen- 
tlemen rode back to Tunley’s, while Hatchway, 


taking the commodore’s horfe:by the bridle, re- 
N 6 conducted 
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conducted him to his manfion, growling all the 
way at Jack for his unjuft and unfriendly decree ; 
though he could not help obferving, as how he 
had made his words good, in making his adver- 
fary ftrike his top-fails: ** And yet (faid he) be- 
fore God! I think the fellow’s head is made of a 
wool-pack ; for my fhot rebounded from his face 
like a wad of fpun-yarn from the walls of a fhip: 
Bui if fo be that fon of a bitch of a tree hadn’t 
come athwart my weather-bow, d’ye fee, I'll 
be damned if I hadn’t fnapt his main-yard in the 
flings, and mayhap let out his bulge- water into 
the bargain.” He feemed particularly vain of 
this exploit, which dwelt upon his imagination, 
and was cherifhed as the child of his old age ; for 
though he could not with decency rehearfe it to the 
young men and his wife at fupper, he gave fhrewd 
hints of his own manhood, even at thefe years, and 
attefted Hatchway as a voucher for his mettle, 
while the triumvirate, diverted by his vanity, en- 
joyed in fecret the fuccefs. of their impofition. 


CHAP. XXXVH. 

Peregrine takes leave of his aunt and fifter, fets 
aut from the garifon, parts with bis uncle and 
Hatchway on the road, and with hts governor 
arrives in fafety at Dover. 


HIS, however, was the laft eftort of in- 
vention which they practifed upon him ; 
and every thing being now prepared: for the de- 


parture of his godfon, that hopeful youth in two. 


days took leave of all his friends in the neigh- 
bourhood, was clofeted two whole hours with 
-bis aunt, who inriched him. with many pious ad- 
vices, recapitulated all the benefits which, rough 
her means, had been..conferred upon him fince 


his 


{ 
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his infancy, cautioned him againft the tempta- 
tions of lewd women, who bring many a man 
to a morfel of bread, laid ftrié&t injunctions upon 
him, to live in the fear of the Lord and the true 
proteftant faith, to efchew quarrels and conten- 
tion, to treat Mr. Jolter with reverence and re- 
gard, and: above all things to abftain from the 
beaftly fin of drunkennefs, which expofeth a 
man to the fcorn and contempt of his fellow- 
creatures, and by divefting him of reafon and re- 
flection, renders him fit for all manner of vice 
and debauchery. She recommended to him ceco- 
nomy and the care of his health, bad him re- 
member the honour of his family, and in all the 
circumftances of his behaviour, affured him, that 
he might always depend upon the friendfhip and 
generofity of the commodore ; and finally, pre- 
fenting him with her own picture fet in gold, 
and an hundred guineas from her privy purfe, 
embraced him affectionately, and wifhed him all 
manner of happinefa and profperity. 

Being thus kindly difmiffed by Mrs. Trunnion, 
he locked himfelf up with his fifter Julia, whom 
he admonifhed to cultiyate her aunt with the moft 
complaifant and refpectful attention, without 
ftooping to any circumftance of fubmiffion that 
fhe fhould judge unworthy of her practice ; he 
protefted, that his chief ftudy fhould be to make 
her amends for the privilege fhe had forfeited 
by her affection for him ; intreated her to enter 
into no engagement without his knowledge and. 
approbation, put into her hand the purfe which 
he had received from his aunt, to defray her 
pocket expences.in his abfence, and parted from 
her, not without tears, after fhe had for fome 
minutes hung about his neck, kiffing him and 


weeping in the moft pathetic fuence. 
Havine 
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Having performed thefe duties of affection and 
confanguinity over-night, he went to bed, and 
was by his own direction, called at four o’clock 
in the morning, when he found the poft-chaife, 
coach and riding-horfes ready at the gate, his 
friends Gauntlet and Hatchway on foot, the com- 
modore himfelf almoft drefled, and every fervant 
in the garifon aflembled in the yard, to with him 
a good journey. Our hero fhook each of thefe 
humble friends by the hand, tipping them at the 
fame time with marks of his bounty; and was 
very much furprized when he could not perceive 
his old attendant Pipes among the number. When 
he exprefled his wonder at this difrefpectful omif- 
fion of Tom, fome of thofe prefent ran to his 
chamber, in order to give him a call, but his 
hammock and room were both deferted, and they 
foon returned with an account of his having eloped. 
Peregrine was difturbed at this information, be- 
lieving that the fellow had taken fome defperate 
courfe, in confequence of his being difmifled from 
his fervice, and began to wifh that he had indulged 
his inclination, by retaining him ftill about his 
perfon. However, as there was now no other 
remedy, he recommended him ftrenuoufly to the 
particular favour and diftinction of his uncle and 
Hatchway, in cafe he fhould appear again; and 
as he went out at the gate, was faluted with three 
chears by all the domettics in the family. The 
commodore, Gauntlet, lieutenant, Peregrine and 
Jolter went into the coach together, that they 
might enjoy each other’s converfation as much as 
pollibe, refolving to breakfaft at an inn upon the 
road, where ‘Vrunnion and Hatchway intended 
to bid our adventurer farewel; the valet de cham- 
bre got into the poft-chaife, the French lacquey 
rode one horfe and led another; |one of the valets 


of 
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of the garifon mounted at the back of the coach ; 
and thus the cavalcade fet out on the road to Do- 
ver, As the commodore could not bear the fa+ 
tigue of jolting, they travelled at an eafy pace 
during the firft ftage ; fo that the old gentleman 
had an opportunity of communicating his exhor- 
tations to his godfon, with regard to his conduct 
abroad; he advifed him, now that he was going 
into foreign parts, to be upon his guard againft 
the fair weather of the French politefle, which 
was no more to be trufted than a whirlpool at fea. 
He obferved that many young men had gone to 
Paris with good cargoes of fenfe, and returned 
with a great deal of canvas, and no ballaft at all, 
whereby they became crank all the days of their 
lives, and fometimes carried their keels above wa- 
ter. He defired Mr. Jolter to keep his pupil out 
of the clutches of thofe fharking priefts who lie in. 
wait to make converts of all young ftrangers, and 
in a particular manner cautioned the youth againft 
carnal converfation with the Parifian dames, who, 
he underftood, were no better than gaudy fire-fhips 
ready primed with death and deftruction. 
Peregrine liftened with great refpect, thanking 
him for his kind admonitions, which he faithfully 
promifed to obferve. T hey halted and break fafted at 
the end of the ftage, where Jolter provided himfelf 
with a horfe, and the commodore fettled the me- 
thod of correfponding with his nephew ; and the 
minute of parting being arrived, the old comman- 
der wrung his godfon by the hand, faying, ** I 
wifh thee a profperous voyage and good cheer, 
my lad; my timbers are now a little crazy, d’ye 
fee; and God knows if I fhall keep afloat tll 
fuch time as I fee thee again; but, howfomever, 
hap what will, thou wilt find thyfelf in a condi- 


tion to keep in the line with ‘the beft of thy fel- 
+. lows. 
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lows.”” He then reminded Gauntlet of his pro- 
mife to call at the garifon in his return from Do- 
ver, and imparted fomething in a whifper to the 
governor, while Jack Hatchway unable to {peak, 
pulled his hat over his eyes, and f{queezing Pere- 
grine by the hand, gave him an iron piftol of cu- 
rious workmanthip, as a memorial of his friend- 
fhip. Our youth, who was not unmoved on this 
occafion, received the pledge, which he acknow- 
ledged with the prefent of a filver tobacco-box, 
that he had bought for that purpofe; and thetwo 
lads of the caftle getting into the coach, were 
driven homewards, in a ftate of filent dejection. 

_ Godfrey and Peregrine feated themfelves in the 
poft-chaife, and Jolter, the valet de chambre and 
lacquey beftriding their beafts, they proceeded for 
the place of their deftinatien, at which they arrived 
in fafety that fame night, and befpoke a paflage 
in the pacquet-boat which was to fail next day. 


CHAP. XXXVII. 


He adjufts the method of his correfpondence with 
Gauntlet ; meets by accident with an Italian 
Charlatan, and a certain apothecary, who proves 
to be a noted charaéer. 


HERE the two friends adjufted the arti- 
I cles of their future correfpondence, and 
Peregrine having written a letter to his miftrefs, 
wherein he renewed his former vows of eternal 
fidel:ty, it was intrufted to the care of her bro~ 
ther, while Mr. Jolter, at the defire of his pupil, 
provided an elegant fupper, and fome excellent 
Burgundy, that they might fpend this eve of his. 
depar ture with the greater enjoyment. 
Things being thus difpofed, and a fervant em- 
Ployed in laying the cloth, ‘their:\éars were of a 
: fudden. 
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fudden invaded by a ftrange tumultuous noife in 
the next room, occafioned by the overthrow of 
tables, chairs and glafles, with odd unintelligible 
exclamations in broken French, and a jargon of 
threats in the Welfh diale@. Our young gentle- 
men ran immediately into the apartment from 
whence this clamour feemed to proceed, and 
found a thin meagre fwarthy figure gafping in all 
the agony of fear, under the hands of a fquat, 
thick, hard-featured man, whocollared him with 
great demonttrations of wrath, faying, ** If you 
was as mighty a magician as Owen Glendower, 
or the witch of Entor, look you, ay, or as Paul 
Beor himfelf, I will make pold, by the affiftance 


f Got, and in his Majefty’s naam, to feize and 


fecure, and confine and confront you, until fuch 
time as you fuffer and endure and undergo the pains 
and penalties of the law, for your diabolical prac- 
tices. Shentlemens, added he, turning to our ad- 
venturers, I take you to witnefs that I proteft and 
affert and avow that this perfon is as pig a necro- 
mancer as you would defire to behold ; and I fup- 
plicate and befeech and intreat of you, that he may | 
be prought pefore his petters, and compelled to 
give an account of his compact and commerce with 
the imps of darknefs, look yeu; for as [ am a 
chriftian foul, and hope for joyful refurreétion, 
I have this pleffed evening feen him perform fuch 
things as could not be done without the aid and 

inftruction and connivance of the Tevil.” 
Gauntlet feemed to enter into the fentiments 
of this Welch reformer, and actually laid hold 
on the delinquent’s fhoulder, crying, ** Damn 
the rafcal ! Pil lay any wager that he’s a Jjefuit ; 
for none of his order travel without a familiar.’” 
But Peregrine, who looked upon the affair in 
another point of view, interpofed in ee a 
} e 
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the ftranger, whom he freed from his aggreffors,. 
obferving that there was no occafion to ufe vio- 
Jence, and afked in French what he had done to 
incur the cenfure of the informer. The poor fo- 
reigner, more dead than alive, anfwered that he’ 
was an Italian charlatan, who had practifed with: 
fome reputation in Padua, until he had the mif- 
fortune to attract the notice of the Inquifition, by 
exhibiting certain wonderful: performances by his 
fkill in natural knowledge, which that tribunal 
confidered as the effecis of foreery, and perfe- 
cuted him accordingly ; fo that he had been fain 
to make a precipitate retreat into France, where 
not finding his account in his talents, he was 
now arrived in England, with a view of prac- 
tiling his art in London; and that in confequence 
of a fpecimen which he had given to a company 
below, the choleric gentleman had followed him 
up ftairs to his own apartment, and:affaulted him 
in that inhofpitable manner. He therefore ear- 
neftly begged that our hero would take him under 
his protection; and if he entertained the leatt 
fufpicion of his employing preternatural means in 
the operations of his art, he would freely commu: 
nicate all the fecrets in his pofleffion.. 

The youth difpelled his apprehenfion, by af- 
{uring him that he was in no danger of fuffer- 
ing for his art in England, where, if ever he 
fhould be queftioned by the zeal. of fuperftitious 
individuals, he had nothing to do but appeal to 
the next juftice of the peace, who would imme- 
diately acquit him of the charge, and punith his 
accufers for their impertinence and indifcretion. 

He then told Gauntlet and the Welfhman, that 
the ftranger had a good action againft them for 
an affault, by virtue of an aét of parliament, 
which. makes it criminal for any perfon to accufe 

another 


PEREGRINE PICKLE. 283 


another of forcery and witchcraft, thefe idle no- 
tions being now juftly exploded by all fenfible 
men. Mr. Jolter, who had by this time joined 
the company, could not help fignifying his diffent 
from this opinion of his pupil, which he endea- 
voured to invalidate by the authority of fcripture, 
quotations from the fathers, and the confeffion of 
many wretches who fuffered death for having car- 
ried on correfpondence with evil fpirits, together 
with the evidence of Satan's Invilible World. 
and Moreton’s hiftory of witchcraft. 

The foldier corroborated thefe teftimonies by 
facts that had happened within the fphere of his 
own: knowledge, and in particular mentioned the 
cafe of an old woman of the parifh in which he 
was born, who ufed to transform herfelf into the 


- fhapes of fundry animals, and was at laft killed 


by fmall-fhot, in the character of an hare. The 
Welchman thus fupported, expreffed his furprize 
at hearing that the legiflature had fhewn fuch 
tendernefs for crimina!s of fo dark a hue; and 
offered to prove by undeniable imftances, that 
there was not a mountain in Wales, which had 
not been in his memory the fcene of necromancy 
and witchcraft; ** Wherefore, faid he, I am af- 
furedly more than apove aftonifhed and con- 
founded and concerned, that the parliament of 
Great Pritain fhould in their great wifdoms and 
their prudence, and their penetration, give coun- 
tenance and encouragement, look you, to the 
works of darknefs and the empire of Pelzepup; 
ofer and apove the evidence of holy writ, and 
thofe writers who have been quoted by that aggu- 
rate and learned fhentleman, we are informed 
by profane hiftory, of the pribbles and pranks of 
the old ferpent, in the bortents and oragles of an- 


tiquity'; as you will find in that moft excellent 
ae : hiftorian 
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hiftorian Bolypius, and Titus Lifius; ay, and 
moreofer, in the commentaries of Julius Cefar 
himfelf, who, as the ole ’orld knows, was a moft 
famous, and a moft faliant, and a moft wife, and 
a moft prudent, and a moft fortunate cheiftan, 
and a moft renowned orator; ay, and a moft 

elegant writer to boot,”’ : 
Peregrine did not think proper to enter the 
lifts of difpute with three fuch obftinate antago- 
nifts; but contented himfelf with faying, that he 
believed it would be no difficult matter to im- 
pugn the arguments they had advanced ; though 
he did not find himfelf at all difpofed to under- 
take the tafk, which muft of courfe break in upon 
the evening’s entertainment. He therefore invited 
the Italian to fupper, and afked the fame favour 
, of his accufer, who feemed to have fomething 
curious and charaéteriftic in his manner and dif- 
pofition, refolving to make himfelf an eye-wit- 
nefs of thofe furprifing feats, which had given 
offence to the cheleric Briton. This fcrupulous 
gentleman thanked our hero for his courtefy, but 
declined communicating with the ftranger, until 
his character fhould be further explained; upon 
which his inviter, after fome converfation with the 
charlatan, affured him that he would himfelf under- 
take for the innocence of his art; and then he was 
prevailed upon to favour them with his company. 
In the courfe of the converfation, Peregrine 
Jearnt that the Welchman was a furgeon of 
Canterbury, who had been called in to a conful- 
tation at Dover, and underftanding that his name 
was Morgan, took the liberty of afking if he was 
not the perfon fo refpectfully mentioned in the 
Adventures of Roderick Random. Mr. Morgan 
affumed a look of gravity and importance at this 
interrogation, and {crewing up his mouth, an- 
{wered, 
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fwered, ‘* Mr. Rantum, my goot fir, I believe 
upon my confcience and falfation, is my very. 
goot frient and wellwifher; and he and I have 
been companions and meffmates and fellow-fuf- 
ferers, look you; but neverthelefs, for all that, 
peradventure, he hath not pehaved with fo much 
complaifance and affability and refpedt, as I might 
have expected from him ; pecaufe he hath re- 
vealed and tivulged and buplifhed our private af- 
fairs, without my knowledge and privity and con- 
fent; but as Got is my fafiour, I think he had 
no evil intention. in his pelly ; and though there 
be certain perfons, look you, who, as-1 am told, 
take upon them to laugh at his defcriptions of my 
perfon, deportment and converfation, Ido af- 
firm and maintain, and infift with my heart, and 
my plood and my foul, that thofe perfons are no 
petter than ignorant afles, and that they know 
not how to difcern and diftinguifh and define true 
ridicule, or as Ariftotle calls it, the to ysAoio, no 
more, look you, than a herd of mountain goats; 
for I will make pold to obferve, and I hope this 
goot company will be of the fame opinion, that 
there is nothing faid of me in that performance, 
which is unworthy of achr#ftian anda fhentleman.” 
Our young gentleman and his friends acquief- 
ced in the juftnefs of his obfervation, and Pere- 
grine particularly aflured him, that from reading 
the book, he had conceived the utmoft regard 
and veneration for his charaéter; and that he 
thought himfelf extremely fortunate in having 
this opportunity of enjoying his converfation. 
Morgan, not a little proud of fuch advances from 
a perfon of Peregrine’s appearance, returned the 
compliment with a profufion of civility, and in 
the warmth of acknowledgement, exprefled a 
defire of feeing him and his company at his houfe 
in 
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in Canterbury: ‘* I will not pretend, or prefume, 
kind fir, faid he, to entertain you according te 
your merits and deferts; but you fhall be as wel- 
come to my poor cottage, and my wife and fa- 
mily, as the Prince of Wales himfelf; and it 
fhall go hard, if one way or other, I do not find 
ways and means of making you confefs that there 
is fome goot fellowfhip in an ancient Priton: for 
though I am no petter than a fimple apothecary, 
I have as goot plood circulating in my veins, as 
any he in-the county; and I can defcribe and 
delineate and demonftrate my pedigree to the 
fatisfaction of the ’ole orld ; and moreofer, by 
Got’s goot providence and affiftance, I can af- 
ford to treat my friend with a joint of goot mut- 
ton, and a pottle of excellent wine, and no 
tradefman can peard me with a bill.” He was 
congratulated on his happy fituation, and affured 
that our youth would vifit him on his return from 
France, provided he fhould take Canterbury in 
his route; and as Peregrine manifefted an inclina- 
tion of being acquainted with the ftate of his af- 
fairs, he very complaifantly fatisfed his curiofity, 
by giving him to know that his fpoufe had left off 
breeding, after havingwblefled him with two boys 
and a girl, who were {till alive and well; that he 
lived in good efteem with his neighbours, and by 
his practice, which was confiderably extended 
immediately after the publication of Roderick 
Random, had faved fome thoufand pounds, and 
_ begun to think of retiring among his own rela- 
tions in Glamorganfhire, where he had already 
pitched upon a fpot for his refidence, though his 
wife had made objeétions to this propofal, and 
oppofed the execution’ of it with fuch obftinacy, 
that he had been at infinite pains in afferting his 
Own prerogative, by convincing her both from 


reafon 
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weafon and example, that he was king and prieft 


in his own family, and that fhe owed the moft 
implicit fubmiffion to his will: he likewife in- 
formed the company, that he had lately feen his 
friend Roderick, who had come from London on 
purpofe to vifit him, after having gained his law- 
fuit with Mr. Topehall, who was obliged to pay 
Narciffa’s fortune; that Mr. Random, in all ap- 
pearance, led a very happy life in the converfa- 


tion of his father and bedfellow, by whom he 


enjoyed a fon and daughter; and that Morgan 
had received ina prefent from him, a piece of 
very fine linnen of his wife’s own making, feve- 
ral kits of falmon, and two cafks of pickled pork, 
the moft delicate he had ever tafted; together 
with a barrel of excellent herrings for falmagundy, 
which he knew to be his favourite difh. 

This topick of converfation being difcuffed, the 
Italian was defired to exhibit a fpecimen of his 
art, and in a few minutes conducted the company 
into the next room, where to their great aftonifh- 
ment and affright, they beheld a thoufand fer- 
ents winding along the cieling. Morgan ftruck 
Mith this phenomenon, which he had not feen 
before, began to utter exorcifms with great devo- 
tion, Mr. Jolter ran terrified out of the room, 
Gauntlet drew his hanger, and Peregrine himfelf 
was difconcerted. “Che operator perceiving their 
confufion, defired them to retire, and calling 


them back in an inftant, there was not a viper to 
-be feen. He raifed their admiration by fundry 


other performances, and the Welchman’s former 
opinion and abhorrence of his character began 


‘to recur, when in confideration of the civility 


with which he had been trea'ed, this Italian im- 
parted to them all the methods by which he had 


acted fuch wonders, that were no.other than the 
effects 
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effects of natural caufes curioufly combined ; fo 
that Morgan became a convert to his fkill, afked 
pardon for the fufpicion he had entertained, and 
invited the ftranger to pafs a few days with him 
at Canterbury. The feruples of Godfrey and Jol- 
ter were removed at the fame time, and Pere- 
prine teftified his fatisfa€tion by an handfome grae 
tuity which he beftowed upon their entertainer. 

The evening being fpent in this fociable man- 
ner, evcry man retired to his refpective chamber, 
and next morning they breakfafted together, when 
Morgan declared he would ftay till he fhould fee 
our hero fairly embarked, that he might have the 
.pleafure of Mr. Gauntlet’s company to his own 
habitation ; mean while, by the fkipper’s advice, 
the fervants were ordered to carry a {tore of wine 
and previfion on board in cafe of accident ; and 
as the packet-boat could not fail before one 
o’clock, the company walked up hill to vifit the 
caftle, where they faw the fword of Julius Ceefar 
and Queen Elizabeth’s pocket piftol, repeated 
Shakefpear’s defcription, while they furveyed the 
chalky cliffs on each fide, and caft their eyes to- 
wards the city of Calais, that was obfcured by a 
thick cloud which did not much regale their eye- 
fight, becaufe it feemed to portend foul weather. 

Having viewed every thing remarkable in this 
place, they returned to the pier, where after the 
compliments of parting, and an affectionate em- 
brace between the two young gentlemen, Pere- 
grine and his governor ftept on board, - the fails 
were hoifted, and they went to fea with a fair 
wind, while Godfrey, Morgan and the conjurer 
walked back to the inn, from whence they fet 
out for Canterbury before dinner. 


The end of the First Vouu. 
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